The Release of the Spirit
by Watchman Nee

Introduction

For the reader to properly appreciate these lesspashaps a few preparato
statements will be helpful
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Firstly, we must become accustomed to the termgylohich Brother Nee uses. H
has chosen to call man's spirit the inner man;adfls man's soul the outer man and 1
the body he uses the term, the outermost man elditgram we have pictured this.
will also help to realize that in designing mamngaorally, God intended for man's spir
to be His home or dwelling place. So the Holy $pitaking a union with the huma
spirit was to govern the soul, and the spirit amal svould use the body as the means
expression.

Secondly, when Watchman Nee speaks of destroymgdhl, it may seem he is usin
too strong a word as though to imply annihilatidetually the whole substance of h
message clearly points out that the soul, instdafilirctioning independently, mus
become the organ or vessel for the spirit. Sotiiésindependent action of the soul th
must be destroyed. T. A. Sparks has wisely poiaoted

"We must be careful that, in recognizing the féetttthe soul has been seduced,
captive, darkened and poisoned with a self-intevestdo not regard it as something
be annihilated and destroyed in this life. This lddoe asceticism, a form of Buddhisn

Spirituality is not a life of suppression. Thatisgative. Spirituality is positive; it is a
new and extra life, not the old one striving to tpet mastery of itself."

Thirdly, we must see how the soul has to be smitéatal blow by the death of Christ
as to its self-strength and government. As withoBiacthigh, after God had touched it
he went to the end of his life with a limp. Thiswia illustrate clearly that forever there

ymust be registered in the soul the fact that inoc&mnd must not act out from itself as

the source. Again T. A. Sparks writes "As an insteat the soul has to be won,
mastered and ruled in relation to the higher afféréint ways of God. It is spoken of
so frequently in the Scriptures as being some tlowgr which we have to gain and
exercise authority. For instance:

'In your patience ye shall win your souls." Lukel®1
'Ye have purified your souls in your obediencehi truth.' | Pet. 1:22

"The end of your faith, even the salvation of ysouls.' | Pet. 1:9

e Finally, in these lessons we must see why WatchNem insists that the soul (outer
oman) be broken, be mastered and be renewed fgpitieto use. T. A. Sparks has said:

It
t"Whether we are able yet to accept it or not, #w is that if we are going on with God

N fully, all the soul's energies and abilities foiokving, understanding, sensing and doing

ajvill come to an end, and we shall-on that sidecstaewildered, dazed, numbed and
impotent. Then, only a new, other, and Divine ustierding, constraint, and energy
will send us forward or keep us going. At such 8mee shall have to say to our souls,
g'My soul, be thou silent unto God' (Ps. 62.5) ; dvg soul, come thou with me to

sfollow the Lord." But what joy and strength theme when, the soul having been

t constrained to yield to the spirit, the higher wisd and glory is perceived in its

avindication. Then it is that 'My soul doth magnifye Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced
in God my Saviour" (Luke 1:46). The spirit HATH gtisoul DOTH-note the tenses.

e8o that unto fullness of joy the soul is essenéial] it MUST be brought through the
todarkness and death of its own ability to learnttggher and deeper realities for which
n.the spirit is the first organ and faculty."

The result of any such behavior is usually onlytheo form of soulishness in a

exaggerated degree; perhaps occultism. Our whatehuwnature is in our souls, and|if As we approach the end of these lessons we shalfband the secret of fruitful living
nature is suppressed in one direction she will tekenge in another. This is just whtnto HIM. Do not fall into the snare, as so manyehaf trying to suppress your soul
is the trouble with a great many people if onlyytheew it. There is a difference or of despising it ; but be strong in spirit, sattjour soul may be won, saved and made
between a life of suppression and a life of serviSebmission, subjection andtg serve His fullest joy. The Lord Jesus has pldrthat we should find rest unto our
servanthood in Christ's case, as to the Fathernaia life of soul-destruction, but af soyls, and this, He says, comes by way of His yhkesymbol of union and service.
rest and delight. Slavery in its bad sense isdheflthose who live wholly in their own e shall then appreciate how the soul finds itsgst value in service, not in ruling.
souls. We need to revise our ideas about servirei is becoming more and more Trye, until broken, the soul wants to be masteroiligh the Cross it can become a very
common to think that service is bondage and slawehen really it is a Divine thing| (seful servant.



* (Quotes from: WHAT IS MAN by T. A. Sparks)

Chapter 1
The Importance of Brokenness

ANYONE who serves God will discover sooner or lateat the great hindrance to h
work is not others but himself. He will discoveattis outward man and his inwal
man are not in harmony, for both are tending towapdosite directions. He will als
sense the inability of his outward man to subnaittite spirit's control, thus renderin
him incapable of obeying God's highest commandswiflequickly detect that the
greatest difficulty lies in his outward man, fohihders him from using his spirit.

Many of God's servants are not able to do evemib&t elementary works. Ordinaril
they should be enabled by the exercise of thenitgpi know God's Word, to discer
the spiritual condition of another, to send fortbdd messages under anointing and

release our inward man by breaking through the atdwnan, we are not able to serve.
Nothing can so hinder us as this outward man. Wdnetlar works are fruitful or not
depends upon whether our outward man has beenrbbykéhe Lord so that the inward
man can pass through that brokenness and come Tdrithis the basic problem. The
Lord wants to break our outward man in order thatibward man may have a way out.
S‘When the inward man is released, both unbelieved<Christians will be blessed.

d
» Nature Has its Way of Breaking

g
The Lord Jesus tells us in John 12, "Except thengrhwheat falling into the ground

die, it abides alone ; but if it die, it bears mdkit." Life is in the grain of wheat, but

there is a shell, a very hard shell on the outsAdelong as that shell is not split open,
% the wheat cannot grow. "Except the grain of whabinfy into the ground die . . ." What
L is this death? It is the cracking open of the skmibugh the working together of
tgemperature, humidity, etc., in the soil. Onceshell is split open, the wheat begins to

receive God's revelations. Yet due to the distastiof the outward man, their spifit 3row. So the question here is not whether thefieisvithin, but whether the outside

does not seem to function properly. It is basichgause their outward man has ne
been dealt with. For this reason revival, zealagieg and activity are but a waste
time. As we shall see, there is just one basidntgathich can enable man to be use
before God : brokenness.

The Inward Man and the Outward Man

Notice how the Bible divides man into two partsotH delight in the law of God
according to the inward man" (Rom. 7:22). Our imvaran delights in the Law o
God. ". . . To be strengthened with power by higiSin the inner man" (Eph. 3:16)
And Paul also tells us, "But if indeed our outwandn is consumed, yet the inward
renewed day by day" (2 Cor. 4:16).

When God comes to indwell us, by His Spirit, Lifedgpower, He comes into our spi|

which we are calling the inward man. Outside o§ timward man is the soul where
functions our thoughts, emotions and will. The outest man is our physical body

,eshell is cracked open.

of

ullhe Scripture continues by saying, "He that lovisdife shall lose it, and he that hates
his life in this world shall keep it to life eteddaThe Lord shows us here that the outer
shell is our own life, (our soul life) while thédiwithin is the eternal life which He has
given to us. To allow the inner life to come forihis imperative that the outward life
be lost. Should the outward remain unbroken, theaid would never be able to come
forth.

f
It is necessary (in this writing) that we directreelves to that group of people who

ishave the Lord's life. Among those who possessitaeof the Lord can be found two
distinct conditions : one includes those in whof@ is confined, restricted, imprisoned
and unable to come forth ; the other includes ttiwsehom the Lord has forged a way
it and life is thus released from them.

n
_The question thus is not how to obtain life, buhea how to allow this life to come

Thus we will speak of the inward man as the spiiiég, outer man as the soul and thdorth. When we say we need the Lord to break us,isnot merely a way of speaking,

outermost man as the body. We must never forgétaimainward man is the huma|
spirit where God dwells, where His Spirit mingleshaour spirit. Just as we are dress|
in clothes, so our inward man "wears" an outward:rtize spirit "wears" the soul. An

similarly the spirit and soul "wear" the body. dtquite evident that men are generally

more conscious of the outer and outermost man, theg hardly recognize o
understand their spirit at all.

We must know that he who can work for God is the armose inward man can b
released. The basic difficulty of a servant of Ged in the failure of the inward man t
break through the outward man. Therefore we musigmize before God that the fir
difficulty to our work is not in others but in o@lses. Our spirit seems to be wrapp

h nor is it only a doctrine. It is vital that we beoken by the Lord. It is not that tee life of

edhe Lord can- r not cover the earth, but rathet Hia life is imprisoned by us. It is not

y that the Lord cannot bless the Church, but that_thr's life is so confined within us

[yhat there is no flowing forth. If the outward m@mains unbroken, we can never be a

- blessing to His Church, and we cannot expect thedw be blessed by God through
us'!

e The Alabaster Box Must Be Broken
9]
5t The Bible tells of the pure spikenard. God purppsisied this term "pure"” in His Word
edo show that it is truly spiritual. But if the aladter box is not broken, the pure

in a covering so that it cannot easily break fotthwe have never learned how fospikenard will not flow forth. Strange to say, marg still treasuring the alabaster box,



thinking that its value exceeds that of the ointm&fany think that their outward ma
is more precious than their inward man. This becthe problem in the Church. Or
will treasure his cleverness, thinking he is gintportant; another will treasure his ow
emotions, esteeming himself as an important persthers highly regard themselve|
feeling they are better than others, their elogeesarpasses that of others, th
guickness of action and exactness of judgmentwgrerer, and so forth. However, w
are not antique collectors; we are not vase. adsjivee are those who desire to sm
only the fragrance of the ointment. Without theabiag of the outward, the inward wi
not come forth. Thus individually we have no flogiout, but even the Church do¢
not have a living way. Why then should we hold elwss as so precious, if ot
outward contains instead of releases the fragrance?

The Holy Spirit has not ceased working. One evdtdr aanother, one thing afte
another, comes to us. Each disciplinary workinghefHoly Spirit has but one purpog
: to break our outward man so that our inward may some through. Yet here is o

difficulty : we fret over trifles, we murmur at sthibbsses. The Lord is preparing a way

to use us, yet scarcely has His hand touched ugs wieefeel unhappy, even to th
extent of quarreling with God and becoming negaitiveur attitude. Since being save
we have been touched many times in various waybdy ord, all with the purpose 0
breaking our outward man. Whether we are cons@bitor not, the aim of the Lord is
to destroy this outward man.

So the Treasure is in the earthen vessel, bueigtrthen vessel is not broken, who d@

see the Treasure within? What is the final objectf’the Lord's working in our livesp

It is to break this earthen vessel, to break cainadter box, to crack open our shell. T
Lord longs to find a way to bless the world throutjiose who belong to Him
Brokenness is the way of blessing, the way of fiage, the way of fruitfulness, but
is also a path sprinkled with blood. Yes, therbl@d from many wounds. When w
offer ourselves to the Lord to be at His service,aannot afford to be lenient, to spa
ourselves. We must allow the Lord utterly to crack outward man, so that He md
find a way for His out working.

Each of us must find out for himself what is thenchof the Lord in his life. It is a mos
lamentable fact that many do not know what is thednor intention of the Lord for
their lives. How much they need for the Lord to mpleeir eyes, to see that everythi

which comes into their lives can be meaningful. Tloed has not wasted even one

thing. To understand the Lord's purpose, is toveeg clearly that He is aiming at
single objective the destroying or breaking of dlnéwvard man.

However, too many, even before the Lord raisesna hare already upset. Oh, we mus

realize that all the experiences, troubles andstridnich the Lord sends us are for g
highest good. We cannot expect the Lord to givéebehings, for these are His bes

Should one approach the Lord and pray, saying, 1@h], please let me choose the

best?" | believe the Lord would tell him, "Whatdwve given you is the best; your dai
trials are for your greatest profit."” So the mothehind all the orderings of God is {

n destroy our outward man. Once this occurs andghi san come forth, we begin to be
eable to exercise our spirit.

n

S:The Timing in Our Brokenness
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he Lord employs two different ways to destroy outward man; one is gradual, the
| ther sudden. To some, the Lord gives a suddenudéen followed by a gradual one.

| With others, the Lord arranges that they have emistaily trials, until one day He

‘Sbrings about large scale destruction. If it is tiw@ sudden first and then the gradual,

"then it is the gradual followed by the sudden. ¢tild seem the Lord usually spends
several years upon us before He can accomplishvtitls of destruction.

" The timing is in His hand. We cannot shorten theetithough we certainly can prolong
€it. In some lives the Lord is able to accomplisis tliork after a few years of dealing; in
others it is evident that after ten or twenty yeilues work is still unfinished. This is

most serious! Nothing is more grievous than wasBiog's time. How often the Church
€is hindered ! We can preach by using our mind, &e stir others by using our
?’emotions, yet if we do not know how to use ourispine Spirit of God cannot touch
people through us. The loss is great, should wdlesgly prolong the time.

Therefore, if we have never before wholly and ligehtly consecrated ourselves to the
Lord, let us do so now, saying : "Lord, for theuitgt of the Church, for the future of the
Bospel, for Thy way, and also for my own life, fexfmyself without condition, without
hreservation, into Thy hands. Lord, | delight toenffyself unto Thee and am willing to
fet Thee have Thy full way through me."

al
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e The Meaning of the Cross

re
yyOften we hear about the cross. Perhaps we areatoilidr with the term. But what is

the cross after all? When we really understandctioss we shall see it means the
breaking of the outward man. The cross reducestitward man to death ; it splits

+ open the human shell. The cross must destroyhall.ltelongs to our out- . ward man-
our opinions, our ways, our cleverness, our seléour all. The way is clear, in fact,

]gcrystal clear.

5 As soon as our outward man is destroyed, our ggriteasily come forth. Consider a
brother as an example. All who know him acknowletly® he has a keen mind, a
forceful will, and deep emotions. But instead ofnigeimpressed by these natural

haracteristics of his soul, they realize they haned his spirit. Whenever people are
u,fellowshipping with him, they encounter a spiritlaan spirit. Why? Because all that is
¢ of his soul has been destroyed.

yTake as another example, a sister. Those who keowelcognize that she is of a quick
odisposition-quick in thought, quick of speech, duic confess, quick in writing letters,

and quick to tear up what she has written. Howethgrse who meet her do not meet



her quickness but rather her spirit. She is one hdmbeen utterly destroyed and
become transparent. This destruction of the outwaad is such a basic matter. W
should not cling to our weak, soulish charactersststill emitting the same flavor eve
after five or ten years of the Lord's dealing with No, we must allow the Lord t
forge a way in our lives.

Two Reasons for Not Being Destroyed

Why is it that after many years of dealing some aienthe same? Some individua
have a forceful will; some have strong emotionbert have a strong mind. Since t
Lord is able to destroy these, why is it that aftemy years some are still unchange
We believe there are two main reasons.

First, many who live in darkness, are not seeing bland of God. While God i
working, while God is destroying, they do not reciag it as being from Him. They ar,
devoid of light, seeing only men opposing them.yTimeagine their environment is jug
too difficult, that circumstances are to blame tisgy continue in darkness and despal

May God give us a revelation to see what is frorhhdind, that we may kneel dow
and say to Him, "It is Thou ; since it is Thou, ilaccept.” At least we muse recogniz
WHOSE hand it is that deals with us. It is not anan hand, nor our family's, nor th
brothers' and sisters' in the Church, but God'snééal to learn how to kneel down a
kiss the hand, love the hand that deals with ushes Madame Guyon did. We mu
have this light to see that whatever the Lord fasedwe accept and believe ; the Lo
can do no wrong.

Second, another great hindrance to the work ofra@sg the outer man is self-love
We must ask God to take away the heart of self-l&geHe deals with us in respons
to our prayer, we should worship and say, "Oh Ldrthis be Thy hand, let me acce
it from my heart." Let us remember that the onesoeafor all misunderstanding, a

agoday | see Thy hand. | am willing to offer myselfThee. Once again | place myself
ein Thy hands."
n

D Expect to See Wounds

There is- no one more beautiful than one who ikdmb Stubbornness and self-love
give way to beauty in one who has been broken bg. ®de see Jacob in the Old
Testament, how even in his mother's womb he steagglith his brother. He was
Issubtle, tricky, deceitful. Yet his life was full aorrows and grief. When a youth, he
hdled from home. For twenty years he was cheated dyan. The wife of his heart's
dibve, Rachel, died prematurely. The son of his Jal@seph, was sold. Years later
Benjamin was detained in Egypt. He was successigeblt with by God, meeting
misfortune after misfortune. He was stricken by Gute, twice; indeed, his whole
L history could be said to be a history of beingcken by God. Finally after many such
e dealings, the man Jacob was transformed In hiddasyears, he was quite transparent.
t How dignified was his answer to Pharaoh ! How biéalutvas his end, when he
rworshipped God on his staff | How clear were hissbings to his descendants ! After
reading the last page of his history, we want t bar heads and worship God. Here is
one who is matured, who knows God. Several decaflekalings have resulted in
Jacob's outward man being destroyed. In his oldtagepicture is a beautiful one.

=]
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e
hdEach one of us has much of the same Jacob natuse @ur only hope is that the Lord

simay blaze a way out, destroying the outward masutdh a degree that the inward man
rdnay come out and be seen. This is precious, asdsiithe way of those who serve the
Lord. Only thus can we serve; only thus can we laad to the Lord. All else is limited
in its value. Doctrine does not have much use,dua&s theology. What is the use of
mere mental knowledge of the Bible if the outwardnnmmemains unbroken? Only the
'eperson through whom God can come forth is useful.

Dt
| After our outward man has been stricken, dealt vétid led through various trials, we

fretfulness, all discontent, is that we secretlyelourselves. Thus we plan a wayhave wounds upon us, thus allowing the spirit tery®. We are afraid to meet some

whereby we can deliver ourselves. Many times problarise due to our seeking a w )b

of escape-an escape from the working of the cross.

He who has ascended the cross and refuses totdanknegar mingled with gall is th
one who knows the Lord. Many go up to the croskerateluctantly, still thinking of
drinking vinegar mingled with gall to alleviate thpains. All who say, "The cup whic
the Father has given me, shall | not drink it?'1 wdt drink the cup of vinegar mingle
with gall. They can only drink of one cup, not twRuch as these are without any se
love. Self-love is a basic difficulty. May the Losgpeak to us today that we may be a
to pray : "0 my God, | have seen that all thingsiedrom Thee. All my ways these fiv
years, ten years, or twenty years, are of TheeuThast so worked to attain Th
purpose, which is none other than that Thy life hayived out through me. But | hav
been foolish. | did not see. | did many things étiveer myself, thus delaying Thy time

horothers and sisters whose whole being remainstjntiever having been dealt with
and changed. May God have mercy upon us in showinglearly this way and in
revealing to us that it is the only way. May Heoakhow us that herein is seen the
| purpose of all His dealings with us in these fewarge say ten or twenty. Thus, let no
" one despise the Lord's dealings. May He truly reveaus what is meant by the
S destroying of the outward man. Should the outwaahmemain whole, everything
jwouId be merely in our mind, utterly useless, Lstexpect the Lord to deal with us
f;horoughly.

ble
e Chapter 2

y Before and After Brokenness
e
. The breaking of the outward man is the basic erpeg of all who serve God. This

must be accomplished before He can use us in aoteéfl way.



When one is working for God, two possibilities nayse. First, it is possible that wit
the outward man unbroken, one's spirit may be iaed unable to function. If he is
clever person, his mind governs his work ; if heaiscompassionate person, t
emotions control his actions. Such work. may appaacessful but cannot bring peoq
to God. Second, his spirit may come forth clad i;mmdwn thoughts or emotions. Th
result is mixed and impure. Such work will bring méto mixed and impure
experience. These two conditions weaken our setwiGod.

If we desire to work effectively, we must realizeat basically "it is the Spirit which

quickens." Sooner or later -if not on the first dafyour salvation, then perhaps ten

years after-we must recognize this fact. Many havbe brought to their wits' end t
see the emptiness of their labor before they know thseless are their many though
their varied emotions. No matter how many people gan attract with your thought
or emotions, the result comes to nothing. Eventua# must confess : "It is the Spir
which quickens." The Spirit alone makes people.liVeur best thought, your bes
emotion, cannot make people live. Man can be brougb life only by the Spirit.
Many serving the Lord come to see this fact ontgrapassing through much sorrg
and many failures. Finally the Lord's Word becomasaningful to them : THAT
WHICH QUICKENS IS THE SPIRIT. To let the spirit beleased means that sinne
may be born anew and saints may be establishednVithds communicated throug
the channel of the spirit, those who receive it laoen anew. When life is supplie
through the, spirit to believers, it results inithHeeing established. Without the Spir
there can be no new birth and no establishment.

One rather remarkable thing is that God does nainmte distinguish between Hi
Spirit and our spirit. There are many places in Hilele where it is impossible tq
determine whether the word "spirit" indicates ouman spirit or God's Spirit. Biblg
translators, from Luther down to present day salolavho labored on the Englis|
versions, have been unable to decide if the wauiit's as used in many places in t
New Testament, refers to the human spirit or ta3pieit of God.

Of the whole Bible, Romans eight may well be thapthr where the word "spirit" i
used most frequently. Who can discern how many it word "spirit" in this
chapter, refers to the human spirit and how mamedi to God's Spirit? In variou
English versions, the word "pneuma" (spirit) is stimes written with a capital lette
other times with a small letter. It is evident tttadse versions do not agree, and no
person's opinion is final. It is simply impossilite distinguish. When in regeneratig
we receive our new spirit, we receive God's Spigt The moment our human spirit
raised from the state of death, we receive the I3glyit. We often say that the Hol
Spirit dwells in our spirit, but we find it hard tiscern which is the Holy Spirit an
which is our own spirit. The Holy Spirit and ouririiphave become so mingled; whil
each is distinctive, they are not easily distingais

Thus, the release of the spirit is the releasé@hiuman spirit as well as the release
the Holy Spirit, Who is in the spirit of man. Sinttee Holy Spirit and our spirit arg

h release of one means the release of both, otharsocah the Holy Spirit whenever
A they touch our spirit. Thank God that inasmuch as gllow people to contact your
nespirit, you allow them to contact God. Your spiréts brought the Holy Spirit to man.

le

€When the Holy Spirit is working, He needs to beriear by the human spirit. The
electricity in an electric bulb does not travelelitightning. It must be conducted
through electric wires. If you want to use eledtyicyou need an electric wire to bring
it to you. In like manner, the Spirit of God empayhe human spirit as His carrier, and
through it He is brought to man.

O Everyone who has received grace has the Holy Spirtling in his spirit. Whether he
[Scan be used by the Lord depends not on his spititather on his outward man. The
S difficulty with many is that their outward man hast been broken. There is not that
t blood-marked path, those wounds or scars. So Gpifi is imprisoned within man's
t spirit and is not able to break forth. Sometimes outward man is active, but the

inward man remains inactive. The outward man hae dorth, while the inward man
Wlags behind.

:%ome Practical Problems

d
: Let us review this through some practical probldake preaching, for instance. How

"often we can be earnestly preaching-a well-prepaeand message-but inwardly feel
as cold as ice. We long to stir others, yet we elues are unmoved. There is a lack of
harmony between the outward and the inward man.othward man is dripping from
the heat, but the inward man is shivering withabkl. We can tell others how great the
| love of the Lord is, yet we are personally untouthg it. We can tell others how tragic
5 is the suffering of the cross, yet upon returnim@ur room we can laugh. What can we
do about this? Our mind may labor, our emotions b&gnergized, yet all the time one
®has the feeling that the inward man is merely olisgrthe proceedings. The outward
and the inward man are not one.

S

" Consider another situation. The inward man is desdby zeal. He wants to shout, but
he does not find utterance. After speaking forrayltme, he still seems to be circling
around. The more he is burdened within, the coldebecomes without. He longs to
' speak, but he cannot express himself. When he raes#tser, his inward man feels like
P eeping, but he cannot shed a tear. There is & £fnggency within him, yet when he
Nascends the pulpit and tries to shout, he findsséifost in a maze of words. Such a
Ssituation is most trying. The, root cause is thmesa the outer shell still clings to him.
gThe outward does not obey the dictates of the idwanwardly crying, but outwardly
unmoved ; inwardly suffering, but outwardly untoadh; full thoughts within, but
¥ without, the mind a seeming blank. The spirit hessty find a way to pierce the shell.
']f'hus the breaking of the outward man is the fessbn for everyone who would learn
ﬁo serve God. He who is truly used by God is onesehoutward thought and outward
" emotion do not act independently. If we have natrled this lesson, we shall find our

S

joined into one, they can be distinguished onlyname, not in fact. And since th

D



effectiveness greatly impaired. May God bring ushi place where the outward manour memory. The sense of His presence fluctuatesrding to our memory. When we

is completely broken.

When such a condition prevails, there will be ad &noutward activity with inward
inertness ; an end to inward crying with outwarchposure; an end to an abundance

inner thoughts for which there is no utterance. Ywll not be poor in thought. You
need not use twenty sentences to express whatecaaid in two. Your thoughts wil
assist instead of hinder your spirit.

Likewise, our emotions are also a very hard sivdiny who desire to be happy cann

remember, there is the consciousness of His presemtberwise, there is none. This is
sheer foolishness, for God's presence is in thé,gpit the memory.

ofo solve this problem, we must first settle thedtiom of the breaking of the outward
man. Since neither our emotion nor our thoughtthessame nature as God, it cannot
be joined with Him. The Gospel of John, Chapter falhows us the nature of God.
God is a Spirit. Our spirit alone is of the saméurea as God; therefore, it can be
eternally united with Him. If we try to get the pesnce of God by directing our thought,
otthen when we are not concentrating, His preseremsé¢o be lost. Again, if we seek to

express joy, or they may wish to weep yet canidhd Lord has stricken our outwarnd use our emotion to summon the presence of GOd,EthSlDOﬂ as our emotion relaXeS,

man either through the discipline or the enlightgnof the Holy Spirit, we are able t
express joy or sorrow as we inwardly dictate.

The release of the spirit makes it possible fotousbide increasingly in God. We tough

the spirit of revelation in the Bible. Without effove can use our spirit to receiy
divine revelation. When we are witnessing or pré@aghwe send forth God's wors
through our spirit. Furthermore, we may most spoedaisly contact the spirit in othe

by our spirit. Whenever one speaks in our preseweecan "size him up"-evaluate
what kind of person he is, what attitude he isrtgkiwhat sort of Christian he is, arnd

what his need is. Our spirit can touch his spkitd what is wonderful, others easi

contact our spirit. With some, we only meet thhoughts, their emotions, or their wil|.

After conversing with them for hours, we still havet met the real person, though V
may both be Christians. The outer shell is tooktfiar others to touch the inner ma
With the breaking of the outward man, the spirigibe to flow and is ever open t
others.

Launching Out and Retreating

Once the outward man is broken, man's spirit vatyinally abides in the presence
God without ceasing. Two years after a certain Hmotrusted in the Lord, he reg
"The Practice of the Presence of God" by Brothawience. After reading it, he fe
grieved at his failure to abide unceasingly in tresence of God like Brothg
Lawrence. At that time he had hourly appointmeatpray with someone. Why? Wel
the Bible says, "Pray unceasingly," so they charged"Pray every hour." Every timg
they heard the clock strike the hour, they woulaypiThey exerted their utmost effo
to retreat into God because they felt they could maintain themselves in th
continuous presence of God. It was as if they tipdesd away while working and thu
needed to retreat quickly back to God. Or they peagjected themselves out whil
studying, and now they must withdraw swiftly to Gddtherwise they would fing
themselves away the whole day. They prayed of@@mding whole days in prayer d
the Lord's Day and half-days on Saturday. Thus tweyinued for two or three year
Nevertheless, the trouble remained : in withdrawtimgy enjoyed God's presence, |
in going forth they lost it. Of course this is nibieir problem alone ; such is th

experience of many Christians. It indicates wetafieag to maintain God's presence by

b His presence seems to be gone. Sometimes we gvg, lzaqg we take this as having the
presence of God. So when happiness ceases, tlempediees! Or we may assume that
His presence is with us while we mourn and weepsAWwe cannot shed tears all our
life. Soon our tears will be dry, and then Godaspnce disappears. Both our thoughts
and our emotions are human energies. All activitysihrcome to an end. If we try to
maintain God's presence with activity, then whenabtivity ceases, His presence ends.
Presence requires the sameness of nature. Onily #erd man is of the same nature as
God. Through it alone can His presence be mandedthen the outward man lives in
activities, they can disturb the inward man. Thwes autward man is not a helper but a
disturber. When the outward man is broken, the idwaan enjoys peace before God.

e
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veOur spirit is given to us by God to enable us 8poad to Him. But the outward man is
h.ever responding to things without, thus deprivisgiithe presence of God. We cannot
p destroy all the things without, but we can breatwldhe outward man. We cannot put
a stop to all the things without; these milliong dillions of things in the world are
utterly beyond our control. Whenever anything haygp®ur outward man will respond

; thus we are not able to enjoy God's presenceateg We conclude, therefore, that
experiencing the presence of God is contingent tipefreaking of our outward man.

%flf, through the mercy of God, our outward man hasrbbroken, we may be thus
tcharacterized . Yesterday we were full of curigshyt today it is impossible to be
curious. Formerly our emotions could be easily aeal) either stirring our love, the
most delicate emotion, or provoking our temper, ¢thedest. But now no matter how
| many things crowd upon us, our inward man remaimsayved, tie presence of God
;tunchanged, and our inner peace unruffled.

=

5 It becomes evident that the breaking of the outwaad is the basis for enjoying God's
o presence. Brother Lawrence was engaged in kitcherk. iPeople were clamoring for
things they wanted. Though there was the constattec of dishes and utensils, his
ninward man was not disturbed. He could sense GwdSence in the hustle and bustle
. of a kitchen as much as in quiet prayer. Why? He wgpervious to external noises. He
upad learned to commune in his spirit and deny duis. s

e




Some feel that to have God's presence, their emmieat must be free of su
distractions as the clatter of dishes. The fartlvegly they are from mankind, the be
they will be able to sense the presence of God.t\WHmaistake! The trouble lies not i
the dishes, nor in other people, but in themsel@esl is not going to deliver us fror
the dishes; He will deliver us from our respondés!matter how noisy it is outside, th
inside does not respond. Since the Lord has brokemutward man, we simply rea
as if we had not heard. Praise the Lord, we maggsssvery keen hearing, but due
the work of grace in our lives, we are not at@flluenced by the things pressing on g
outward man. We can be before God on such occaanmaich as when praying alon

Once the outward man is broken, one no longer naedstreat Godward, for he i
always in the presence of God. Not so with one wlmgward man is still intact. Afte
running an errand he needs to return, for he assimaehas moved away from Go
Even in doing the work of the Lord, he slips aweynf the One he serves. So it see
the best thing for him is not to make any move. éttheless, they that know God (¢
not need to return, for they have never been awhgy enjoy the presence of Gg
when they set aside a day for prayer, and theyyethie same presence in much t
same degree, when they are busily engaged in th@ahtasks of life. Perhaps it is o
common experience that in drawing near to God, eveses His presence; while if w

are engaged in some activity, in spite of our aigde, we feel that somehow we hay

drifted away. Suppose, for example, we are pregcttie gospel or trying to edify

people. After a while we feel like kneeling downgmy. But we have a sense that W

must first retreat into God. Somehow our conveosatvith people has led us a littl

away from God, so in prayer we must first draw efo® Him. We have lost God's
presence, so now we must have it restored to usveédDmay be occupied with sone

menial task such as scrubbing the floor. Upon cetimg our fob, we decide to pray
Once again we feel we have taken a long trip anst maturn. What is the answer? T
breaking of the outward man makes such returnsagssary. We sense the presence
God in our conversation as much as in kneelingaygr. Performing our menial task
does not draw us away from God, hence we neecehott

Now let us consider an extreme case to illustiatger is the most violent of humah

feelings. But the Bible does not forbid us to bgrgnfor some anger is not related

sin. "Be angry but sin not," the Bible says. Noeéths, anger is so strong it borders|o

sin. We do not find, "Love but do not sin, nor "Beek but do not sin," in God's Wor
because love and meekness are far removed froBugianger is close to sin.

Perhaps a certain brother has committed a seriaul$. fHe needs to be severely.

reprimanded. This is no easy matter. Rather wowddexercise our feelings of merg

than bring our feelings of anger into play, for thtter can fall into something else with

the least carelessness. Thus it is not easy tadpegy angry according to the will 0
God. However, one who knows the breaking of thevatd man can deal severely wi
another brother without his own spirit being dibeot or God's presence interrupted.
abides in God just as much in dealing with othertnagrayer. Thus, after he has tak

i

that this is rather difficult, yet when the outwartn is broken, such can well be the
rcase.
n

N The Dividing of the Outward and the Inward Man
e

’ttWhen the outward man is broken, outside things méllkept outside, and the inward
Pnan will live before God continuously. The troulsléh many is that their outward
Uhan and inward man are joined together, so whhten€es the outward influences the
inward. Through the merciful working of God the watd man and inward man must
be separated. Then what affects the outward will beo able to reach the inward.
5 Though the outward man may be engaged in conversayiet the inward man is
[ fellowshipping with God. The outward may be burdmeth listening to the clatter of
0.dishes, while the inward abides in God. One is abl=arry on. activities, to contact the
Morld with the outer man, yet the inner man remainaffected, for he still lives before

0God.
d

he‘Consider an example or two. A certain brother iskimg on the road. If his outer and
"inner man have been divided, the latter will nodisturbed by outside things. He can
€ labor in his outward man, while at the same timashiawardly worshipping God. Or
Consider a parent : his outward man may be laugantyplaying with his little child.
Suddenly a certain spiritual need arises. He caonaé meet the situation with his
fhward man, for he has never been absent fromrsepce of God. So it is important
F for us to realize that the dividing of the outwamad inward man has a most decisive
effect upon one's work and life. Only thus is ohkeao labor without distraction.

D

]'eWe can describe believers as either "single" oal'dpersons. With some their inner
, §nd outer man are one ; with others the two haea Iseparated. As long as one is a
"single" person, he must summon his whole being ¢ work or into his prayer. In
working he leaves God behind. In praying later,nmgst turn away from his work.
Because his outward man has not been broken, foecisd to launch out and retreat.
The "dual" person, on the other hand, is able tckwdth his outward man while his

inward man remains constantly before God. Whentheaneed arises, his inward man
[Ocan break forth and manifest itself before othels.enjoys the unbroken presence of
®od. Let us ask ourselves,. Am | a "single" or mdll person? Whether the outward
’man is divided from the inward does make all ttitetBnce.

S
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If through the mercy of God you have experienced tlividing, then while you are
working, or outwardly active, you know there is armin you who remains calm.
Though the outward man is engaged in external thitfiese .will not penetrate the
inward man.

I
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L blere is the wondrous secret! Knowing the preseificgoul is through the dividing of

Lihese two. Brother Lawrence seemed to be busilymed with kitchen work, yet
ewithin there was another man standing before God anjoying undisturbed

his brother to task, he can pray without an endetveetreat to God. We acknowledg



communion with Him. Such an inner division will keeur reactions free from th
contamination of flesh and blood.

In conclusion, let us remember that the abilityus® our spirit depends upon the tv

fold work of God: the breaking of the outward mand @he dividing of spirit and soul,

i.e., the separating of our inward man from thevautl. Only after God has carried o
both of these processes in our lives are we aldgdeocise our spirit. THE OUTWARE
MAN IS BROKEN THROUGH THE DISCIPLINE OF THE HOLY SRIT ; IT IS
DIVIDED FROM THE INWARD MAN BY THE REVELATION OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT (Heb. 4:12).

Chapter 3
Recognizing "the Thing in Hand"

Let me first explain our topic. Suppose a fathdssass son to do a certain thing. The

son answers, "Right now | have something in my haasl soon as | finish it | will dd
what you order.” "The thing in hand" is the thingieh the son is doing prior to hi
father's orders. Immediately we recognize that iveave those "things in our hands
which hinder us in our walk with God. It might baytéhing-a good, important o
seemingly necessary thing-which preoccupies usdaratts our attention. As long a
the outward man remains unbroken, we shall mostyiknd our hands full of things
Our outward man has its own religious interestqetifes, concerns and labors.

when the Spirit of God moves in our spirit, ourveaitd man cannot answer God's ca
Thus it is the "thing in hand" which blocks the wayspiritual usefulness.

The Limited Strength of the Outward Man

Our human strength is limited. If a brother canyardrry fifty pounds, and you wari

him to take an additional ten, he simply could dotit. He is a limited person, unable

to do unlimited work. The fifty pounds he is alrgadhrrying is "the thing in hand." A
the physical strength of our outermost man is &ahitso it is with the strength of ol
outward man.

Many, not realizing this principle, carelessly spe¢he strength of their outward ma
If, for example, one lavished all his love upon paents, he would have no streng

left for loving his brothers, not to mention othdrsthus exhausting his (soul) strength,

there is nothing left to direct to others.

So it is with our mental strength. If one's attentis focused on a certain matter, and

e are spiritual, i.e., those who mind the thingshe Spirit. Who are these ? Those who
do not mind the things of the flesh. "Mind" cancalse translated "to be intent upon, to
be attentive to." For instance, a mother is goingamd she leaves her baby in the care
yPf a friend. To take care of the baby means to thentive to him. When you are
entrusted with the care of a baby, you dare natisieacted to other things. Similarily,

L tonly those who are not intent on carnal things lmamttentive to spiritual things. Those
who are intent upon spiritual things come underftiiee of the law of the Holy Spirit.
Our mental strength is limited. If we exhaust itthe things of the flesh, we shall find
ourselves mentally inadequate for the things ofSpit.

We realize, then, just as our physical strengtimiged, so it is with the soul strength of
our outward man. As long as we have "things in hame cannot do God's work.
According to the number of things in hand, strenfgth serving God decreases or
increases. So the thing in hand indeed becomeawdadnice, and no small one.

Again, one may have many things in hand emotionadlych as varied and conflicting

5 likes or dislikes, inclinations or expectations| tlese pull with a magnetic attraction.

«With so many things in hand, when God asks foaFfisction he cannot respond, for he

- has already used up all his emotion. If he hasstd a two-day supply of emotional

5 resources, it will be that long before he can ad&zly feel and speak again. Thus when

emotion is wasted on lesser things it cannot bd useestrictedly for God.

50

Ul Then there is someone manifesting an iron willirang) personality whose volitional
powers seem unlimited. Yet in the things of Goddems unable to make up his mind ;
how often the strongest will waver in his decisitve$ore God. Why is this? Before we
answer let us consider another who is full of idGd®ugh he never seems at a loss in
conceiving new schemes, when it comes to discethiagvill of God in spiritual things

t he is utterly void of light. Why is this so?

L While the outward man is so weighted down with theangs in hand and is so

r exhausted, there is little strength left for aniigml exercise. It is needful, then, to see
the limited strength of the outer man. Even thoitg broken there must be a wisdom
in using this strength. How necessary, then, tetampty hands" !

n.
thrhe Spirit's Use of a Broken Outward Man

In His dealing with man, God's Spirit never by gessan's spirit. Nor can our spirit by
pass the outer man. This is a most important griedbd grasp. As the Holy Spirit does
hBot pass over man's spirit in His working in maa,more does our spirit ignore the

exhausts all his time in thinking about it, he wikive no strength to think of othgroutward man and function directly. In order to touather lives, our spirit must pass

matters. In His Word, God has explained our prohléithe law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sihadrdeath” (Rom. 8:2). But why i
this law of the Spirit of life ineffectual in centepeople? Again we read: "The righteo

through the outward man. Hence, when the lattérength is consumed by the many
s things in hand, God cannot do His work throughTi®ere is no outlet for the human
,spirit nor for the Holy Spirit. The inward man catrtome forth because he is resisted

and blocked by the outward man. That is why we hapeatedly suggested that this

requirement of, the law should be fulfilled in ukawwalk according to Spirit" (Rom

8:4). In other words, the law of the Spirit of lifeorks effectively only for those Whtr outward man must be broken.



The thing in hand is there before God begins tokwhirdoes not belong to God, ng
does it need God's order, power, or decision todoged out. It is not something und
the hand of God but rather an independent action.

Before your outward man is broken, you are occupigd your own things, you walk
in your own way, and you love your own people. bdSwants to use your love i
loving the brethren, He must first break your outivanan. This love of yours is

thereby enlarged. The inward man must love, bubd®eto love through the outwand

man. If the outward man is occupied with the thimpand, the inward man is deprive
of its proper channel for loving.

Again, when the inward man needs to. use his hdlfinds it is acting independently
already engaged by the thing in hand. To breakwollr God must strike us a heav
blow until we prostrate ourselves in the dust aand SLord, | dare not think, | dare ng
ask, | dare not decide. on my own. In each andyeting | need Thee." In our bein
stricken, we must learn that our will is not to aadependently. Only then is our wi
ready to be used 'by the inward man.

Without the cooperation of the outward man, theardvman is most handicappe
Suppose a brother is going to preach the Word. &$eahburden in his spirit. Howeve
if he fails to find ' corresponding thoughts, hamat release his burden and it will so
fade away. Even though the burden may permeataiinide spirit, all is futile if his
mind is unable to communicate it.

We cannot save souls merely with the burden inspinit ; this must be expresse
through our mind. The burden within must be coaathd with the mouth without|
Without utterance it is impossible to make knowrotbhers the Word of God. Man
words are not God's Word, but the latter must bamonicated by the former. Whe
man has God's words, God can speak; when he dggsambcannot speak. The troub
today is that our inward man is available to Gdae do receive God's burden, but o
outward man is driven by such multitudinous, comfgsthoughts from morning till
night that our spirit can find no outlet. .

Thus it is that God must crush our outward manbkéaks our will by taking away th
things in our will's "hand" so that it cannot aotdépendently. Not that we have 1
mind, but that we do not think after the flesh,ading to our wandering imagination
Not that we are devoid of emotion, but that all earotions are under the control a
restraint of the inward man. This gives the innanra will, a mind, and emotions th
are usable. God wants our spirit to use our outwgad in loving, in thinking, and in

deciding. While it is not His thought to annihilader outward man, we must receiye

this basic dealing of being broken if we aspireffectually serve God.

Until this happens, the inward and the outward m@nat odds with each other, ea
acting independently of the other. When we are émplthe outward man is broug

runder the control of the inward, thus unifying quersonality so that the shattered
broutward man may be a channel for the inward man.

Now it must be recognized that a unified persopaliay often characterize an unsaved

person, but in this case the inward man is undecdimtrol of the outward man. Though
N the human spirit exists, it is so beaten by thevard man that it can at best only raise
5 some conscientious protests. The inward man igslyitteminated by the outward man.

dHowever, after one is saved, it is God's intentfat he should experience a reversal of
this order. As much as his outward man controlkelibward before his being saved,
so now his inward man should hold absolute sway bigeoutward man.

Y We can use bicycling as an illustration. On flabugrd, we pedal the bicycle and the
t wheels roll along the road. But on a down slopeheit pedaling, the wheels just
J rotate and the road seems to urge us along. Slynildren our inward man is strong
| and the outward man is broken, we "pedal” and tieetls" roll along the road. We

can decide whether to continue or stop and howtéagio. However, if our outward

man is hard and unbroken, it will be like coastohgvn an incline out of control.
d.Should the Lord be gracious to us and level thpestoy breaking the outward man, so
r,that he can no longer give counsel and make desisitdependently, we shall be as
brthose who are able to properly use their spirit.

The Person Broken, Not Just Taught

dNo one is equipped to work simply because he ramdel some teachings. The basic

guestion is still: what kind of man is he? Can ai®se inner workings are wrong, but
S whose teaching is right, supply the need of ther@iuThe basic lesson we must learn
Nis to be transformed into a vessel fit for the Médstuse. This can only be done by the

lebreaking of the outward man.
ur

God is at work in our lives unceasingly. Many yeafsufferings, trials, hindrances -

this is the hand of God, daily seeking to carryria work of breaking us. Don't you

see what God is doing in this endless round ofadiies? If not, you should ask Him,
° "Oh God, open my eyes that | may see Thy hand." dfien the eyes of an ass are
Osharper than those of a self-styled prophet.

D.

1dThough the ass had already seen the Angel of the, lnis master had not. The ass
itrecognized the forbidding hand of God, but the-sslfed prophet did not. We should
be aware that brokenness is God's way in our lidesv sad that some still imagine
that if they could only absorb more teaching, aadlate more preaching material, and
assimilate more Bible exposition, they would befipmble to God. This is absolutely
wrong. God's hand is upon you to break you-not r&ieg to your will, but His ; not
Cbatccording to your thoughts, but His'; not accordingyour decision, but His. Our
Mtdifficulty is that as God withstands us,. we blaothers. We react like that prophet

who, blind to God's hand, blamed the ass for rafusd budge.



All that comes to us is ordered by God. To a Cianstnothing is accidental. We shou
ask God to open our eyes that we may see He kingtniis in all things and in all ared

dthose who desired to follow Him were invited to bdhe cross. To one who
svolunteered, He spoke of counting the cost; whileme who lingered, He said, "Let

of our life. One day, when by the grace of God upgnwe are able to accept thethe dead bury their dead.” Our Lord's words werstrappropriate, FOR HE KNEW

ordering of God in our environment, our spiritéeased and ready to function.
One Law Which is Unaffected by Prayer

There is an immutable law of God's working in uss kpecific purpose is breaking U
and, releasing our spirit for free exercise. We tslerstand that none of our prayin
pleading or promising will affect or change thigpase. It is according to His law @
accomplishing a brokenness and release in uualpraying will not alter this law. If
you deliberately thrust your hand into the fire]lvarayer keep you free from pai

ALL MEN. Our Lord knew whether they came as earrsestkers or merely to spy on
Him ; and what He said to them was always righth®point. May God be merciful to
us that we also may learn of Him how to know marthed we may be effective in
dealing with people.

S

gyVithout such imparted knowledge, a brother can dm#ndle souls by his own

f understanding. If he has a special feeling on taiceday, he will speak to everybody
according to that feeling, no matter who it is tbames. If he has a favorite subject, he

L speaks on it to all who come to him. How tan sudnkvbe effective? No physician can

(barring a miracle) ? If you do not want to be sbed, do not thrust your hand into t

guse the same prescription for all his patientssAt®mme who serve God have only one

fire and think that prayer will save you. God's litawith us is according to His law|. Prescription. Though they cannot first diagnosepis sicknesses, they are trying to
In order to come forth, the inward man must passuih the outward man. Until oyr cure them. In spite of their ignorance of man's plexities and their lack of insight

outward man is shattered, our inward man simphnoamome forth. Do not disrega

into man's spiritual condition, nonetheless thegnsdo be quite ready to treat every

this law and keep praying for b|essings; such paypee in vain. Praying can nev railment. How foolish to have Only one Spiritual $IrEipti0n, yet try to meet every kind
change God's law. of spiritual disease !

We must settle this once and for all. The way dfitsial work lies in God's coming out Have you imagined that it is the dull who cannetein, and only the clever who can?
through us. This is the only way God has ordaifedone who is unbroken, the gospelNO, in this work the clever and the dull are equatkcluded. You cannot use your

is blocked and cannot flow out through the lifet e bow low before God. To ob

(independent) mind or feeling to discern people.riter how keen your mind, you

God's law is far better than saying many prayeris. iuch better to stop praying arpdcannot penetrate the depth of man and reveal hiitoon.
confess : "God, | prostrate myself before Thee $,Yow often our prayer for blessings

are actually raising up barriers. We long for hiegsyet seem to find God's mercy.
only we would seek for enlightenment, learn to siifmuarselves to His hand, and obg
His law, we would find that the outcome is the vklgssing we long for.

Chapter 4
How to Know Man

To know man is vital to a worker. When someone cohoeus, we must discern h
spiritual condition, his nature, and the extenthi$§ spiritual progress. We mu
determine whether he has said what is, really snhaart and how much he has I¢
unsaid. Further, we should perceive his charatiesigshether he is hard or humbl
whether his humility is true or false. Our effeetiess in service is closely related
our discernment of man's spiritual condition. If d&oSpirit enables us through o
spirit to know the condition of the person befosg we can then impart the approprig
word.

In the Gospels we find that whenever men came td_otd, He always had the righ
word. This is a marvelous thing. The Lord did redktto the Samaritan woman abo
new birth, nor did he tell Nicodemus of living wat&he truth of the new birth was fa

Nicodemus, while the truth of the living water wias the Samaritan woman. Hoy

appropriate they were. Those who had not followeaeh Mere invited to come; bu

If After meeting a soul, each worker must first discehat that individual's real need is

pybefore God. Often you cannot depend. on what he §&ough he may correctly insist
that he has a "headache," this may be only a symmtba deeper condition whose
roots are to be found elsewhere. Just becausesleeviarm does not necessarily mean
he has a "high fever." He is likely to tell you ngathings which have no bearing on his
case. A "sick person” seldom understands his reable; so he needs you to diagnose
for him and offer they means of cure. You may whant to tell you his need, but he is

gProne to be mistaken. Only a trained diagnosticiro is skilled in recognizing

;tspiritual ailments, can discern the "patient's'l m@ed. In every diagnosis you must

Lshave certainty. One who is merely subjective i€ garafflict people with imaginative

[ ilinesses, stubbornly insisting that this or tisavhat ails them.

to

,rSometimes we may discover that the particular feisbeyond our ability to help. Do
tdot be so foolish as to assume you can cope withyesituation and help all. For those
whom you can help, you should spend and be speménWou cannot be of help, you
should tell the Lord, "This is beyond my abilityc&nnot discern this disease. | haven't
tlearned this yet. 0 Lord, be merciful." We shoukver think we can handle all the
u,[spiritual work or try to monopolize it. Here is oahance to see the supply of the
different members of the Body. If you feel a certhrother or sister can handle the
trouble, seek him out and say, "This is beyond neasare ; perhaps this is in your
! jurisdiction.” In this way of working together ihe Body, we learn to act relatedly, not

=

independently.



We must emphasize it again : every worker mushléafore the Lord how to KNOW
man. How many lives are spoiled after passing tjinadhe hands of eager brothers w
have not learned, but vainly give subjective viedwsmeet objective needs! Peop
should not be afflicted with ailments that we imegihey have. Our responsibility
to- discern their true spiritual condition. If wave not first been a partaker of spiritu
understanding how can we hope to help the resbafszhildren?

We Are His Instrumentality

In diagnosing a case, a medical doctor has recdaarseny medical instruments. Th
is not so with us. We have no thermometer nor X-nay any other such device to he
us discern man's spiritual condition. How, then,va® discern whether a brother
spiritually ill or determine the nature of his tide? It is wonderful that God ha
designed us to be as "thermometers" for measuByd-is working in our lives, He
would equip us to discern what "ails" a person.tie Lord's spiritual "doctors" wi
must have a thorough inward preparation. We mustdsply conscious of the weig
of our responsibility.

Suppose the thermometer had never been inventeddddior would have to determir]
whether his patient had a fever by the mere todi¢chisohand. His hand would serve
the thermometer. How sensitive and accurate hisl mayuld need to be! In spiritug
work, this is exactly the case.

We are the thermometers, the instrumentalitiesnWst undergo thorough training ar
strict discipline, for whatever is untouched in wgl be left untouched in others
Moreover we cannot help others to learn lessonslwhie have not learned befo
God. The more thorough our training, the greatdéirbve our usefulness in God's wor
Correspondingly, the more we spare ourselves-oudeprour narrowness, ou
happiness-the less our usefulness. If we have edvéirese things in ourselves, v
cannot uncover them in others. A proud person dateal with another who is proug
nor can one who is narrow help another with theesaondition ; a hypocrite canng
touch the hypocrisy in another, nor can one wHodse in his life have a helpful effeq
on one who suffers the same difficulty. How well krew, if such is still in our nature|
we do not condemn this particular sin; we can lyardtognize it in others. A docto
may cure others without curing himself, but this daardly be true in the spiritus
realm. The worker is himself first a patient; hesinbe healed before he can h
others. What he has not seen he cannot show oWérsre he has not trodden
cannot lead others. What he has not learned heotteach others.

We must see that we are the instrumentalities peephy God for knowing man
Hence we must be dependable, qualified to give @urate diagnosis. That m
feelings may be reliable, | need to pray, "0 Latd,not let me go untouched, unbrok
and unprepared.”" | must allow God to work in me iHsve never dreamed of, so th
| may become a prepared vessel whom He can usectardvould not use a defectiv

touch physical illnesses while we still have oumotlioughts, our own emotions and
hapinions, our own ways. If we still want to do thisxd then suddenly want to do that,
lewe are yet unstable. How can we be used when wsoanadependable? We must pass
sthrough God's dealings or our efforts are vain.riTagain, we must face this question.
al

Are we really conscious of the greatness of oupassibility? God's Spirit does not

work directly in people; He does His work througarmPeople's needs are met on the

one hand by the discipline of the Holy Spirit irdering their environment, and on the

other by the ministry of the Word. Without the slyppf the ministry of the Word, the
gspiritual problem of the saints cannot be solvetiatWesponsibility has fallen upon His
|pworkers! It is most serious. Whether or not onadable determines the supply of the
sChurch.

S
Suppose it is characteristic of a certain illnessetaich a temperature of, say, 103°F. But
unless you know the exact temperature, your diagra@not be certain. You cannot

tdetermine by touching the patient with your handt the has a fever of about 103°.
Even so in the spiritual, it would be too risky fos to try to help others while our
feelings and opinions are all wrong and our spatititnderstanding is inadequate. Only

eif we are accurate and trustworthy can the Spirdod be released through us.

hS

| The starting point of a spiritual work is marked imany readjustments made before
God. A thermometer is made according to a defstaedard and is carefully examined
to meet rigid specifications. If then, we are thermometer, how strict must be the

ddiscipline to bring us up to God's standard of eacyl In God's work we are "doctors”

~as well as "medical instruments.” How importarig ithat we pass His, test.

e
.The Key to Perceiving the Patient's Spirit
r

€n knowing a patient's condition, we should consibeth the patient's side and our
»side. If you want to know what ails a person, yaead first to recognize his most
t prominent feature. It will stand out so conspicuptisat, try as he may, he cannot hide
tit. A proud person will reveal pride. With a sadgm, a note of sadness pervades even
» his laughter. Invariably, the nature of the pergdlhcause a certain definite impression

: to be felt.

e'eall'here are many references in the Bible describifigrdnt types of spirit. Some people

Care hasty of spirit; others are hardened in thaiitsstill others have a sorrowful spirit.
We can say one has a haughty spirit, another hdspeessed spirit, and so forth.
Whence come these different conditions of the t§pifior instance, in a hard spirit,
where does the hardness come from? In a proud, spiivat is the source of the pride ?

Y Or in a haughty spirit, whence comes the haughgh&urely our human spirit in its

Prhormal state is not tinged with anything. It is idesd just to manifest the Spirit of

AlGod. How can it be, then, that the spirit is spok&as hard, or proud, or haughty, or

€ unforgiving, or jealous? The answer is this : théward and inward man are not

thermometer. How much more serious it is for usotach spiritual conditions than t

D divided, and thus the condition of the outward nbasomes that of the inward. The



spirit is hard because it is clothed in the hardrigghe outward man, or proud becays©nly those who have learned can serve. You map liegr years' lessons in one year or
it is clothed with the pride of the outward man,jeaslous because of the jealously ptake twenty or thirty years to learn one year'sdes Any delay in learnings means a
the outward man. Originally the spirit is colorlebst it can be tainted by the outwafddelay in serving. If God has put a desire in yoearh to serve Him, you should
man if the latter is not broken. understand what is involved. The way of service lie brokenness, in accepting the
discipline of the Holy Spirit. The measure of y@earvice is determined by the degree
Our spirit emanates from God. Thus originally itpisre, before it is affected by the Of discipline and brokenness. Be assured that huemation or cleverness cannot help.
impure state of the outward man. But it becomesighrar hard wholly because of te How much you really possess is based upon how rMaathhas wrought in your life.
unbrokenness of the outward man. How the condifathhe outward man will taint th¢ Therefore, the more you are dealt with, the keengour perception of man. The more
spirit so as to come forth with the spirit! Thusporify the spirit, one must deal ngt You are disciplined by the Holy Spirit, the morediy your spirit can touch another.
with the spirit, but with the outward man. We mrestlize the trouble lies not with the
spirit but with the outward man. From the "coloif'the spirit flowing forth we can| It is very important to remember that while GodriBis given to the believer once for
detect immediately wherein a man has not been hroKee particular condition of the all, our spirit must go on learning throughout lifénus the more we learn, the more we
outward man stands revealed in the type of spitit gontact. can discern. It is a source of grief to us thatmsmy brothers and sisters in the Lord do
not know how to exercise spiritual discernment. Tweny fail to differentiate between
Once we have learned to touch man's spirit, we krexactly what is his need. ThisWhat is of the Lord and what is of human naturelyGrs we have experienced the
secret of knowing man is by touching his spirisemsing what it is clothed with. Let ysLord's strict dealing with us in a certain mattanave quickly detect even the initial
repeat emphatically that this is the basic prireciok knowing another man: by sensingsProuting in others. We do not need to wait forfitst. We can discern long before
by tasting or drinking of his spirit. As the spifibws forth it reveals the nature of tHeharvest time. So our spiritual sensitivity is graltjugained through experiencing God's

outward man, for our spirit takes its color frore thutward man as it flows forth. hand upon us. For example, someone may mentaligecon pride, yes, even preach
against it, yet not sense the sinfulness of priddiis own spirit. Thus when pride

yappears in his brother, his spirit is not distrdssie may even be sympathetic. Then the
day comes when God's Spirit so works in his lifat the really sees what pride is. He is
y dealt with by God, and his pride is consumed. Tlohig preaching against pride may
sound the same as before, yet now every time & sppride appears in his brother, he
senses its ugliness and is distressed. What hé&eaased and seen from God enables
him to sense and to be distressed. ("Distress" swiibly describes such an inward
sensitivity.) Now that he recognizes this ailmém,can serve his brother. Once he was
attacked by the same affliction ; now he is cuf@this does not imply that he should

claim complete deliverance--simply that he knowsmsaneasure of cure.) This is how
Let us now consider our part in knowing man. Thsciglinary measures the Holy we come to spiritual knowledge.

Spirit takes with us are God-given lessons by whiglone thing after another, we afre

broken. It takes many breakings in many areas ofiees for us to attain to a place ¢f gyt a1 sensitivity comes about only through maleplings. Are we really profited if
usefulness_,. When We Say we can touch another thrm;g§p|r|t, it doesn't mean .th Aye preserve ourselves? "For whosoever shall savéf@ishall lose it." We must ask
we can similarly touch all individuals nor that vean discern another's spiritu@liha | ord not to withdraw His hand from us. How fragot to recognize what the Lord

condition in totality. It is simply that in the paular thing where we have beenjs going. We may even be unwittingly resisting H&nd. The absence of spiritual-
disciplined by the Holy Spirit and broken by therdowe can touch another. If in @ nqerstanding is due to the lack of spiritual léagnTherefore, let us realize that the

particular thing we have not been broken by thed|.ore can in no wise supply that g6 e are dealt with, the more we shall know meh things, and the more we can

need to our brother. At that very point our spgiinsensitive and impotent. supply others' needs. There is no other way tor@althe sphere of service ; we must

broaden the scope of dealings.
This is an invariable spiritual fact! Our spiritrisleased according to the degree of our

brokenness. The one who has accepted the mosplitiscis the one who can be
serve. The more one is broken, the more sensiévs.fThe more loss one has suffer
the more he has to give. Wherever we desire to saxgelves, in that very thing we . o

become- spiritually useless. Whenever we presamdeeacuse ourselves, at that po ntO'nce'tT?rs]e basllc Ie;ipns rf1a\$ beeg Iearnedv,mwe.lfrr.usttmnt IS tr.ele;ased and able to
we are deprived of spiritual sensitivity and supfdlgt no one imagine he can pePNPOINT the real condition o others. How can Wis into pragtice?

effective and disregard this basic principle.

When one is strong in a particular point, it isli&x thing which stands out before yo
Just to reach out is to touch it. If you feel, yoill know what it is. You will realize
that thing is his unbroken outward man. If you taums sense his spirit, you will kno
his condition. You will know what is revealed byrhior what he is trying to concedq|.
So we say again, if you want to know man, you rkastv him according to his spirit.

Our Own Preparation for Knowing Man

f dj_earning to Practice This




To touch man's spirit we must wait till he opens miouth and talks. Few ever arrive
the place where they can touch man's spirit witficstthearing what he has to say. T

Word of God says : "For out of the abundance otidart the mouth speaks” (Matthe

12:34). Whatever his real intention may be, higitsfg revealed by what his mout
speaks. If he is haughty, a haughty spirit will ifest itself ; if hypocritical, a
hypocritical spirit will be evident; or if envious, jealous spirit. As you listen to hi
speak, you can touch his spirit. Do not merely p#gntion to what he says, b
especially note his spirit's condition. We reallyolv man not by his words alone, b
by his spirit.

On one occasion when the Lord Jesus was travetingrtl Jerusalem, two of th

disciples saw that the Samaritans did not receive. Hhey questioned Him : "Lord

wilt Thou that we command fire to come down fronaven and consume them as al
Elias did?" (Luke 9:54). As they were speaking,rtispirit was revealed. The Lord|
reply was, "Ye know not of what spirit ye are" (8)5The Lord shows us here that

listen to man's words is to know his spirit. Ass@s the words are uttered, the spirit

revealed, "for out of the abundance of the hearntbuth speaks."

alf we really understand the nature of God's worle shall readily admit that the
neoutward man is truly a formidable hindrance. Ittige to say that God is much
wrestricted by man. The people of God should knosvutimate purpose of the Church
h and also the inter-relationships of the ChurctGoél's power, and of God's work.

N God's Manifestation and God's Restriction

jttThere came a time when God committed Himself todmuform-in the person of Jesus
of Nazareth. Before the Word became flesh, Godi'sess knew no bounds. However,
once the incarnation became a reality, His work Hisl power were limited to this
flesh. Will this Man, Christ Jesus, restrict or nfest God ? We are shown by the Bible

e that, far from limiting God, He has instead wond#yf manifested God's fullness. The

fullness of God is the fullness of this flesh.
SO

S

: In our day God commits Himself to the Church. Haver and His work are in the

?Church. Just as in the Gospels we find all God'skwgiven to the Son, so today God
thas entrusted all His works to the Church and mali act apart from it. From the Day
of Pentecost up to the present, God's work has baeied out through the Church.
Think of the Church's tremendous responsibilitydG@ommittal to the Church is like

There is yet another point to bear in mind. When g listening to a conversation, doHis committal previously to one Man, Christ-withaservation or restriction. Thus

not allow the topic under discussion to distracti yioom the spirit. Suppose tw

brothers are involved in a quarrel, each one blgrttie other. If this matter is brougit
to you, how are you to deal with it? Although yowaymhave no objective way @
checking the facts if only the two are present, giolknow that, as soon as they op|
their mouths, their spirits are revealed. Amongi€ltans, right or wrong is judged ng
only by action but also by the spirit. When a beotistarts to talk, you may sensge
immediately that his spirit is wrong, though youymack factual information in the
case. One brother may complain that the other sddhiim, but immediately you seng

his spirit is not right! The real issue is with thirit.

Before God, right or wrong is determined not so Imlg the deed as by the spirit. Ho
often in the Church a wrong deed is accompanied Wwyong spirit. But if judgment ig
made solely according to the deed, we have dratige@hurch into another realm. W

should be in the realm of the spirit, not in thinere outward action.

Once our own spirit has been released, we cantdéecondition of others' spirits. |
we contact a spirit which is closed, we have tor@se our spirit in judging the issu
and discerning the man. May we be able to say Réthl, "We henceforth know no on
according to flesh" (2 Cor. 5:16). We do not knovarmaccording to flesh, bu

according to spirit. Having learned this, basictes we provide a way for God to work

out His purpose.

Chapter 5
The Church and God's Work

P the Church may restrict God's work or limit His rifastation.

f Jesus of Nazareth is God Himself. His whole bemognfwithin to without is to reveal

od. His emotions reflect God's emotions ; His tids reveal God's thoughts. While
on this earth He could say : "Not that | shouldMip will, but the will of Him that has

—~ D

"“sent Me ... The Son. can do nothing of Himself salkiatever He sees the Father doing

o For | have not spoken from Myself, but the Eattvho sent Me has Himself given
Me commandment what | should say and what | shepleak” (John 6:38; 5:19;
12:49). Here we see a Man to whom God is committiedis the Word that became
flesh. He is God becoming man. He is perfect. Wthenday came that God desired to

Wdistribute His life to men, that Man could declafe: . The grain of wheat falling into
the ground ... if it die. .. bears much fruit" (doh2:24). Thus God has chosen the

€Church to be His vessel today-the vessel of Hisilgpg, for the manifestation of His
power and of His working.

f The basic teaching of the Gospels is the presehG®d in one Man, while that of the
E epistles is God in the Church. May our eyes be egpeo the glorious fact : God
€formerly dwelt in the Man Jesus Christ, but now G®dnly in the Church, not in any
L other organization.

When this light dawns on us, we will spontaneoliffyup our eyes to heaven saying,
"Oh, God! How much we have hindered Thee!" In Ghtise Almighty God was still
almighty without suffering any restriction or steiing. What God expects today is
that this same power may remain intact as He resid¢he Church. He would be as
free in manifesting Himself in the Church as He vim<Christ. Any restriction or




disability in the Church will invariably limit GodThis is a most serious thing; we ¢
not mention it lightly. The hindrance in each ofaasistitutes a hindrance to God.

oNow while this is important, we have yet to mentibe primary matter. The Bible is
more than words, ideas and thoughts. Thus the outstanding feature of the Bible is
that God's Spirit is released through this Book.eWla writer, whether Peter, John,

Why is the discipline of the Holy Spirit so impanta Why is the dividing of spirit ang Matthew or Mark, is inspired by the Holy Spiritshienewed mind follows the inspired

soul so urgent? It is because God must have alwaygh us. Let no one think that w
are only interested in individual spiritual expege. Our concern is God's way and H
work. Is God free in our lives? Unless we are dedh and broken through discipline
we shall restrict God. Without the breaking of theward man, the Church cannot be
way for God.

Breaking-God's Way of Working

Let us now proceed to consider how the breakinthefoutward man will affect ouf
reading of God's Word, our being ministers of thertly and our preaching the gospel|.

(1) Reading the Bible: It is beyond question that what we ARE determiwbst we
get out of the Bible. How often man in his conceities on his unrenewed ar
confused mind to read the Bible. The fruit is nothbut his own thought. He does n
touch the spirit of the Holy Word. If we expect neeet the Lord in His Word. ou
thoughts must first be broken by God. We may thiidhly of our cleverness, but t
God it is a great obstacle. It can never lead ts@od's thought.

There are at least two basic requirements for nggttiie Bible : first, our thought mus
enter into the thought of the Bible; and second,spirit must enter into the spirit of th
Bible. You must think as the writer-whether Pawdtd? or John-when he is writing th
Word. Your thought must begin where his thoughtifiggand develop as his develof
You must be able to reason as he reasons and tot@dhe exhorts. In other word
your thought must be geared to his thought. Thisallow the Spirit to give you the
precise meaning of the Word.

Think of a person coming to the Bible with his mialdeady set. He reads the Bible
get support for his preconceived doctrines. Howitrd An, experienced person, aftg

ethought and his spirit is released with the Holyri&prhe world cannot understand that

hidhere is a spirit in God's Word, and that thatispan be released just as it is manifested
,In prophetic ministry. Today if you are listening & prophetic message, you will
sealize that there is a mystic something other thiard and thought present. This you
can clearly sense, and may well call it the spiriGod's Word.

There is not only THOUGHT in the Bible; the SPIRMSELF comes forth. Thus, it is
only when your spirit can come out and touch theitspf the Bible that you can
understand what the Bible says. To illustrates I¢fiink of a naughty boy who
deliberately breaks a neighbor's window. The nedgldomes out and gives him quite a
tongue-lashing. When the boy's mother learns ofntischief, she also rebukes him
severely. But somehow there is a difference initspetween the two scoldings. The
one is ill-tempered, given in an angry spirit ; tbdher expresses love, hope, and
dtraining. This is just a simple example. The Spivito inspires the writing of the
OtScriptures is the eternal Spirit, ever presenhaBible. If our outward man has been
broken, our spirit is released and can touch thmtitSvho inspires the Scriptures.
P Otherwise, the Bible will remain as a dead boo&tn hands.

(2) Ministry of the Word: God desires that we understand His Word, for ithithe
tstarting point of spiritual service. He is equallyxious to put His Word as a burden in
€ our spirit so that we may use it to minister to @teurch. In Acts 6:4 we read, "But we
€will give ourselves up to prayer and the ministrfytioe word." "Ministry" means
Ssserving. So the ministry of the word means sergiagple with the Word of God.

In ministry what is our difficulty that we fail teelease the word within us? Often one
may be heavily burdened with a word which he fdesmust communicate to the
brethren. However, as he stands to speak sentdteresantence, the inner burden
Oremains as heavy as ever. Even after an hour Isaggathere is no sense of relief, and
Plfinally he must leave as heavily burdened as whercdame. Why? It is because his

hearing such a one speak for five or ten minutas, discern whether the speaker
using the Bible for his own ends or if his thouglais entered into the thought of t

IDutward man has not been broken. Instead of befrejpa the soul faculties become an
€obstacle to the inward man.

Bible. There is a difference in realm here. One mm@nd up and give a pleasing,

seemingly scriptural message, but actually hisghois contradictory to the thought of

the Bible. Or we may hear someone preach whosegth@axpresses the thought of t
Bible and is therefore harmonious and united witfThough this condition should b

the norm, not all reach it. To unite our thoughthvthe thought of the Bible, we need fo
have the outward man broken. Do not think our Biekeding is poor because of a la K
of instruction. The defect is rather in us becamusethoughts have not been subdued|b

God. So to be broken is to cease from our own iieSvand from our subjectiv
thinking, and to gradually begin to touch the mafdhe Lord and follow the trend

eYet once the outward man is broken, utterance itonger a problem. One can then
think of appropriate words to express his innedifige Through release, the inner
burden is lightened. This is the way to ministerdGoWord to the Church. So we

epeat: the outward man is the greatest hindrantteetministry of the Word.

K/Iany have the erroneous notion that clever peagédest able to be used. How wrong
I No matter how clever you are, the outward man mawver substitute for the inward

thought of the Bible. Not until the outward marbisken, can we enter into the thoughiman. Only after the outward man is broken can theard find adequate thought and

of God's Word.

appropriate words. The shell of the outward mantrhasmashed by God. The more it



is shattered, the more the life in the spirit ieased. As long as this shell remai
intact, the burden in the spirit cannot be released can God's life and power flo

hOnce people are saved, God does not want them itobefare dealing with sins, to
v wait more years before consecration, and to willitahger before answering the call

from you to the Church. It is mostly through thenisiry of the Word that God's lif¢ to really follow the Lord. As soon as people betiethey should immediately turn from

and power are supplied. Unless your inward maeleased, people can only hear yd

voice; they cannot touch life. You may have a wrdjive, but others fail to receive;

you have no means of utterance.

The difficulty is that the life within fails to fl@ out. There is a word within. you, b
you cannot utter it. The work of God is going orthivi, yet it cannot be manifeste
because of the obstacle without. God does not adree way in you.

(3) Preaching the Gospdl: There is a common misconception that people beltbe

gospel because they have been either mentally moediof the doctrinal correctness p

emotionally stirred by its appeal. In actual fabipse who respond to the gospel f
either of these two reasons do not last long. leitelnd emotion need to be reach
but these alone are insufficient. Mind may reachdvand emotion may reach emotio

utheir sins, wholly consecrate themselves to thall.and break the power of mammon.
Their story should be like those recorded in thegets and in the Acts. To restore the
gospel to its glory, the Lord must have a way ia lives of the messengers of the
gospel.

t
d In these years we have been *wholly convinced thedl lis working toward recovery.
The gospel of grace and the gospel of the kingdamstrbe joined together. In the
Gospels, these two are never separated. Onlyanyatrs does it seem that those who
have heard the gospel of grace know little or muthof the gospel of the kingdom.
Thus the two have been separated. But the timipeasfor them to be united, so that
oeople are thoroughly saved, forsaking everythimg)\&holly consecrating themselves
»do the Lord.

n,

but salvation probes much deeper. Spirit must taiht. Only when the spirit of the Let us bow our heads before the Lord and acknowleihqit the gospel and the

preacher blossoms forth and shines do sinnersldath and capitulate to God. This
the proper spirit necessary in preaching the gospel

A miner greatly used by God wrote a book called SEEND HEARD, in which he

relates his experiences in preaching the gospemwfe deeply touched in reading thi

book. Though just an ordinary brother, neither higtducated nor especially gifted, K
offered himself wholly to the Lord and was mightilysed by Him. One thing
characterized him: He was a broken man; his spias pure. While in a meetin
listening to a preacher, he was so burdened fois dbat he asked the preacher f
permission to speak. He went to the pulpit, butwards came. His inner man s
burned with a passion for souls that his tears gai$brth in torrents. In all, he manage
to utter just a few incoherent sentences. Yet G8gsit filled that meeting place
people were convicted of their sins and their sthte. Here was a young man w|

was broken-had few words, but when his spirit céoniln people were mightily moved.

In reading his autobiography, we recognize that lvesis one whose spirit was whol
released. He was the instrument for saving mamysitifetime.

This is the way to preach the gospel. Wheneversgmisomeone who is unsaved,
sense you should give him the gospel. You mustvallour spirit to be released. T
preach the gospel is purely a matter of havingahevard -man broken so that th
inward man can flow forth and touch others. Wheunryapirit touches another's spir
God's Spirit quickens that spirit which is in dagka so that one may be wonderfu
saved. However, if your spirit is bound by the ocarttvman, God has no outlet in yq

and the gospel is blocked. This is why we focusnsch attention on the dealing with

the outward man. If we lack that dealing, we arevgrtess to win souls, though w
may have all the doctrines memorized. Salvation eomwhen our spirit touche
another's spirit. Then that soul cannot but préstrémself at God's feet. Oh Belove
when our spirit is truly released, souls will syrbé saved.

smessengers of the gospel must be recovered. Fgospel to enter into men we must
allow God to be manifested through us. As the @éffecpreaching of the gospel
requires more power, so the messengers of the lgosis¢ pay a higher price. We must
put everything on the altar. Let us pray thus :rd,d put my all on the altar. Find a
jsway through me that the Church may also find inangay. | would not be one who
eblocks Thee and blocks the Church.”

J The Lord Jesus never restricted God in any way.nearly two thousand years, God
ohas been working in the Church towards the day wthenChurch will no longer
orestrict Him. As Christ fully manifests God, so Blitabe with the Church. Step by step
2dGod is instructing and dealing with His childrerain and again we sense His hand
upon us. So shall it be until that day when therCiiis indeed the full manifestation of
h&sod. Today let us turn to the Lord and confessardl. we are ashamed. We have
delayed Thy work; we have hindered Thy life; we éndlocked the spread of the
ygospel, and we have limited Thy power." Individyailh our hearts let us commit
ourselves to Him afresh, saying : "Lord, | put nfiyoa the altar, that Thou mayest get a
way in me." If we expect the gospel to be fully aeered, we must thoroughly
ogonsecrate ourselves to God even like those iresinly Church. For the gospel to be
h recovered, consecration must be recovered. Both bauthorough. May God have an
eoutlet through us.
t,
lyChapter 6
uBrokenness and Discipline

€ For the outward man to be broken, a full consemnats imperative. Yet we must

S understand that this crisis act alone will not sobur whole problem in service.

0,Consecration is merely an expression of our williegs to be in the hands of God, and
it can take place in just a few minutes. Do natkhod can FINISH His dealings with




us in this short time. As we are willing to offarrselves completely to God, we are j

starting on the spiritual road. It is like enterithg gate. After consecration, there mistvithout your Father ; but of you even the hairshe# head are all numbered" (Matt.
be the discipline of the Holy Spirit-this is thetipaay. It takes consecration plus thel0:29, 30). Not only is every hair counted, butrgvsingle one is also numbered.

discipline of the Holy Sprit to make us vessels féit the Master's use. Withoy
consecration, the Holy Spirit encounters difficultydisciplining us. Yet consecratio
cannot serve as a substitute for His discipline.

Here then is a vital distinction : our consecratam only be according to the meast

Ais'and the fifth sparrow is included free. Howevemeéawf them shall not fall to ground

t Hence we may be sure that all our circumstancesoatered by God. Nothing is
n accidental.

God's ordering is according to His knowledge of oneeds, and with a view to the
reshattering of our outward man. Knowing that a deréxternal thing will thus affect us,

of our spiritual insight and understanding, but Hay Spirit disciplines according t¢ He arranges for us to encounter it once, twice,ereh more. Do you not realize that

His own light. We really do not know how much ownesecration involves. Our light i
so limited that when it seems to us to be at ieafgst, in God's view it is like pitc
blackness. God's requirement so far exceeds whatw@ossibly consecrate-i.e. in 0
limited light. The discipline of the Holy Spirit,nothe other hand, is meted out to

according to our need as seen in God's own lightkibws our special need, and so
His Spirit He orders our circumstances in such g asto bring about the breaking

the outward man. Notice how far the discipline bé tHoly Spirit transcends o
consecration.

5 all the events of your life for the past five ontgears were ordered by God for your
N education? If you murmured and complained, youvgrisly failed to recognize His
urhand. If you thought you were just unfortunate, yare in ignorance of the discipline
uf the Holy Spirit. Remember that whatever happenss is measured by the hand of
bysod for our supreme good. Though probably it is wbat we would choose, God
pfknows what is best for us. Where would we be todag God not so disciplined us
r through ordering our circumstances? It is this vérypng which keeps us pure and
walking in His pathway. How foolish are those whavé murmurings in their mouths
and rebellion in their hearts at the very things l#oly Spirit has measured to them for

Since the Holy Spirit works according to the lighitGod, His discipline is thorough their good.

and complete. We often wonder at the things whigfalbus, yet if left to ourselves wi
may be mistaken in our very best choice. The disgpHe orders transcends o
understanding. How often we are caught unprepanedcanclude that surely such

a)

IrAs soon as we are saved, the Holy Spirit begimetd out discipline; but He cannot act
afreely until our consecration is complete. Aftereois saved but not yet consecrated,

drastic thing is not our need. Many times His ¢iboe descends upon us suddenhand while he still loves himself much more thanltbed, the Holy Spirit is nonetheless

without our having prior notice! We may insist we &iving in "the light" but the Holy
Spirit is dealing with us according to God's lightom the time we received Him, H
has been ordering our circumstances for our pacfibrding to His knowledge of us.

The working of the Holy Spirit in our lives has fissitive as well as its negative sid

working to bring him under control and break dovi; dutward man that He may work
e unhinderedly.

Finally, there comes a time when you realize tloat gannot live BY yourself and FOR
e-yourself. In the dim light you have, you come todGmd say: "l consecrate myself to

i.e. both a constructive and a destructive phaffer ive are born again, the Holy Spifit Thee. Come life or death, | have committed mysetb iThy hands." This will

dwells in us, but our outward man so often depridém of His freedom. It is like
trying to walk in a pair of ill-fitting new shoe8ecause our outward and inward m
are at variance with each other, God must emplogtewter means He thinks effectiy
in breaking down any stronghold over which our indvanan has no control.

It is not by the supply of grace to the inward ntaat the Holy Spirit breaks th
outward. Of course, God wants the inward man tcstbeng, but His method is t
utilize external means to decrease our outward mhamould be well nigh impossible

for the inward man to accomplish this, since thmee are so different in nature that

they can scarcely inflict any wound on each othfecordingly the nature of the
outward man and that of external things are similans the former can be easi
affected by the latter. External things can stthe outward man most painfully. So it
that God uses external things in dealing with aunard man.

You remember the Bible says that two sparrows ale fer a farthing (Matt. 10:29

strengthen the work of the Holy Spirit in your lifelerein lies thee importance of
arconsecration : it allows the Holy Spirit to workth@ut restriction. So think it not
estrange when many unexpected things befall you aftier consecration.

You have told the Lord : "Lord ! Do whatever Thoeethest best in my life." Now that
e you have thus put yourself unconditionally in Hiands, the Holy Spirit can freely
b work in you. To wholeheartedly decide to follow the Lord, you must pay close

attention to the disciplinary work of the Holy Spir

¥ The Greatest Means of Grace
y

SGod has been bestowing His grace upon us fromdken@ were saved. The ways by
which we may receive grace from God are called"theans of grace." Prayer and
listening to a message are two examples, for thrabgm we can draw near to God
and receive grace. This descriptive term, "the meafngrace,” has been universally

and that five sparrows are sold for two farthingk. (12-:6). This is certainly cheag

» accepted by the Church down through the centuiés. receive grace through



meetings, through messages, through prayers, arfdrdo But surely the greates
means of grace which we cannot afford to negletheésdiscipline of the Holy Spirit
Nothing can be compared with this means of gradeprayer, Bible readings
meetings, messages, meditation, or praise. AmdrijealGod-given means of grace,
would seem this is the most important.

Tracing this means of grace can show us how fanave gone with the Lord. What w
experience daily, at home or school or factory e road, is ordered by the Ho
Spirit for our highest benefit. If we are not ptefl by this greatest means of grace,
suffer terrible loss. None of the other means egtace it, precious though they all af
Messages feed us, prayer restores us, God's Womatshes us, and helping othe
releases our spirit. But should our outward manaiarstrong, we give all who conta
us the impression of being mixed and impure. Pewjillerecognize our zeal but als
our mixed motives, our love toward the Lord bubadsir love for ourself. They feel wi
are a precious brother, yet a difficult one, for outward man has not been broken. |
us not forget, though we are built up through mgssaprayer, and the Bible ; th
greatest means of edification is the disciplinghefHoly Spirit.

Henceforth there must be on our part a completsamration so that we submit to wh
the Holy Spirit orders. Such submission brings $ites to us.-If, instead, we quarr
with God and follow our own inclinations, we shatliss the way. Once we realize th

t not use our thoughts inordinately. Once we have leedightened in this, we shall fear
our own thoughts as fire. Just as a hand withdiawsediately from a flame, so we
shall instantly draw back when we encounter ourountrolled thoughts. We shall

itremind ourselves. "This is not what | should thihkam afraid to pursue my own
thoughts.”

e Further, God will so arrange our circumstancesocadeal with our emotions. Some
ypeople are extremely emotional. When they are @lditwey cannot contain themselves;
wevhen they are depressed, they cannot be comforteslr whole life revolves around
etheir emotions, with their elation resulting in ggation and their depression in
rsinactivity. How does God rectify this? He placesrthin situations where they dare not
ct be too happy when elated, nor too sad when demteshey can only depend upon the
b grace of God and live by His mercy, not by theiklé emotions.
LA lthough difficulties with thoughts and emotionsajuite common, the greatest and
€most prevalent difficulty is with the will. Our erions run wild because our wills have
not been dealt with. The root is in our will. The® is true with our thoughts. We may
be able to mouth the word, "Not my will but Thine done," but how often do we
atreally allow the Lord to take over when things happ The less you know yourself, the
el more easily you utter such words. The less yowealightened, the easier submission to
atGod seems to be. lie who speaks cheaply has phavbds never paid the price.

all of God's orderings are for our highest praditen things troublesome to us, and are

willing toy accept these as disciplinary measuremfHim, we shall see how the Ho
Spirit will make use of all things in dealing witls.

Dealings of Various Kinds

Whatever the things to which you are bound, Gotid@al with them one after anothe
Not even such trivialities as clothing, eating onking can escape the careful hand
the Holy Spirit. He will not neglect one area iruydife. You may even be ignorant g
your affinity for a certain thing, but He knows andll deal with it most thoroughly.
Until the day comes when all these things are dgstt, you do not know perfeg
liberty. In these dealings you can finally recognike thoroughness of the Holy Spir
Things long forgotten are brought to mind by thed.dGod's works are perfect, arn
nothing less than perfection can satisfy Him. Henca stop short. Sometimes He w
deal with you through others, arranging for youb® with someone whom you al

Y Only after being dealt with by God do we really ses hard we are and how ready we
are to have our own opinion. God must deal withtausnake our wills tender and
docile. Strong-willed people are convinced theielifegs, ways and judgments are
always right. Consider how Paul received this gnam®rded in Philippians. "Do not
trust in flesh” (3:3). We must also be led by Gogtich a place that we dare not trust

r.our own judgment. God will allow us to make mistafeer mistake until we realize

othat this will be our pattern for the future tooeWfuly need the grace of the Lord.

f Frequently the Lord permits us to reap serious egumsnces from our own judgments.

t Finally, you will be so stricken by your failureBat you will say: "I fear my own

t.judgment as | fear hell fire. Lord, | am prone testakes. Unless Thou art merciful to
dme, unless Thou dost support me, unless Thou dsstin me with Thy hand, | will be
llwrong again.” This is the beginning of the destarcof the outward man when you
edare no longer to trust yourself. Your opinionsallsucome easily until you have been

angry with, or whom you despise or are jealousoofyery often it is with those yodl dealt with repeatedly by God and have suffered nfiaifiyres. Then you yield and say :

love. Before this you did not know how unclean anided you were, but afterward
you realize how much "rubbish" there is in you. thought you were wholly for the
Lord, but after receiving the discipline of the KH@pirit, you begin to see how fa
reaching are the effects external things have ypon

Then again the hand of God may touch our thouggtWe discover that our though
are confused, independent, uncontrolled. We feighet wiser than others. Then it
that the Lord allows us to crash into a wall andtie dust-all to show us that we da

s "God, | dare not think, | dare not decide." Thishe discipline of the Holy Spirit: when
> all kinds of things and all sorts of people arespiieg from all directions.

Do not think there will be any slackening of thissson! Very often the supply of the
Word may be lacking or another means of grace nmaingufficient, yet this special
smeans of grace-the discipline of the Holy Spiriier with us. You may say you have
sno opportunity to hear and be supplied by the Weged,this can never be true of the
rediscipline of the Holy Spirit. Daily He is arrangirample opportunities for you to learn.




Once you yield yourself to God, this discipline lwiteet your need to a far great
extent than that of the Word. It is not just foe fearned, the clever, the gifted; no, it
the way for every child of God. The supply of theoMy, the grace of prayer, th
fellowship of the believers -none of these can sulbs for the discipline of the Holy
Spirit. This is because you need not only to bét lop; you need also to be destroyg
to be delivered of all the many things in your lifeat cannot be brought over in
eternity.

The Cross in Operation

The Cross is more than a doctrine; it must be piat practice. Do not think that th
way to humility is to be constantly reminding ouves not to be proud. We must
stricken again and again-even if it means twentyes-until we are surrendered a
proud no more. Let us never assume this comes atenaly by following the teaching
of a certain brother. No, it is because our pride Ireen broken through God's dealin

Through the operation of the Cross we shall leartiepend upon the grace of God, 1
on our memory. Whether we remember or not, therfroiins, He is accomplishing
work which is dependable and lasting. Formerly,dbewvard and the inward man we
not able to join hands; but now the outward marntsuvaieekly, in fear and trembling
before God.

Everyone of us is in need of this discipline frohe tLord. As we review our pas
history, we cannot but see the hand of God in dgaliith the independence, pride, a
selfishness of our outward man. We discover thenmgaof the things that hav
happened to us.

Chapter 7
Dividing and Revelation

God desires not only to break down the outward rbabalso to divide it so that it ma
no longer be entangled in the activities of thedrmvman. Or, we may simply say, G¢
wants to divide our spirit and soul.

A Mixed Spirit

How rare it is these days to find a pure spirituélly whenever our spirit comes fort

so does our soul ; they are mixed. So the firatireqment in God's work is a pure, not a

powerful spirit. Those who neglect this, thoughirthheork may be done in power, wil
find it destroyed due to the lack of purity. Thoupley may truly possess the power
God, yet because their spirit is mixed, they asrdging what they build. Let us see
we can understand how this is.

Some may think that as long as they receive powen fGod, all their natural abilitie

erpure spirit-a purity which allows no mingling ofettoutward with the inward. One

isvhose outward man has not been dealt with canrmatxhe power that flows from

e within him to be pure. For spiritual power to bexed as it comes from oneself, even. if
the results seem good, constitutes a sin before God

d,

OMany young brothers, knowing well that the gospehie power of God, still insinuate
their own cleverness, their jests, and their pabkteelings into their preaching of the
gospel ; thus people touch them as well as Godtepadrhough they themselves may
not sense it, others who are pure in spirit witamtly detect such impurities. How
often our zeal in labor is mixed with natural piees We are doing the will of God

e because it happens to coincide with ours. In standirm for God we are merely

eexpressing our strong personality.

nd

) Since our greatest problem is this impurity, Godstm&p work in our lives that our

j.outward man is broken and we are refined of ouwrties. While God is breaking our
hard outer shell, He is also doing the work of mefi. Thus we see His twofold

oflealings with us: BREAKING DOWN THE OUTWARD MAN, dnDIVIDING IT

aFROM THE SPIRIT. The first is done through the gfine of the Holy Spirit, while

othe latter is through the Spirit's revelation.

The Need to be Broken and Divided

t The outward man needs to be broken for the spiriiet released. But when the spirit
nccomes forth, it must not be shadowed by the outwagssh. This problem takes us
b further than the release of the spirit, for it thes upon the spirit's cleanliness or purity.

If one is not enlightened as to the nature of thievard man, and is thus not strictly
judged before God, his outward man will automaljcabme out together with his
spirit. While he is ministering before God, we dafl that he himself has also come
out. He may exhibit God, but he also exhibits mgidged self. Is it not strange that our

y most prominent part, our strongest point, alwayhes others? Our unjudged outward

gman will project his strongest point on others.sTigibeyond pretension. How can you
expect to become spiritual in the pulpit if you ai spiritual in your room? Can you
project yourself into spirituality? However hard uyanay try, you stand revealed
whenever you open your mouth.

i If you truly desire to be delivered, God must dedh your strong point in a basic way,

' not just superficially. Only after He has brokenuyia this can your spirit be released
without impurities being inflicted upon others.

of
if Impurity is the biggest problem in the lives of Goservants. Frequently we touch both

life and death in our brother. We find God but atself, a meek spirit but also
stubbornness, the Holy Spirit but also the fleshrathe same person. When he stands
. up to speak, he impresses others with a mixedt,sgispirit which is not clean. Thus,

will be owned of Him. Not so ! The more we know Gtlie more we know and love

’afor God to use you as a minister of His Word, fouyto be God's mouthpiece, you



must seek God's favor by praying : "0 God, do akwnrme, to break, to divide,

and marrow are embedded deeply in the human baa\separate the joints is to cut

outward man." Otherwise, the Lord's Name will suftess. You are giving to men that across the bones; to divide the marrow is to cthekbones. The two-edged sword is

mi
which is of yourself while ministering the Word. &h.ord's Name does not suff

because of your lack of life, but because of ydowfof impurities. The Church
likewise suffers.

Now that we have considered the discipline of thaelyHSpirit, what about the
revelation of the Holy Spirit? The discipline o&tBpirit may precede His revelation,
may follow. There is no fixed order; with some Hayrbegin with His discipline, in
others with His revelation. However, it is cert#iirat the discipline of the Holy Spiri
exceeds His revelation. We are referring of cotwsthe experience of God's childre
and not to doctrine. To most, it will seem thatcghine plays a much larger part thg
revelation.

How the Living Word Divides

"For the word of God is living and operative, aftduper than any two-edged swor]
and penetrating to the division of soul and spbitth of joints and marrow, and
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the héamd. there is not a creature unappar
before Him; but all things are naked and laid karélis eyes, with whom we have 1
do" (Heb. 4:12,13).

The first thing to be noticed is that the Word add3s living. His Word is sure to b
living when we see it. For if we do not find itilag; we simply have failed to see th
Word. We may have read over the words of the Bifale if we do not touch somethin
living, we do not see God's Word.

John 3:16 says : "For God so loved the world thagieve His only begotten Son, th
whosoever believes on Him may not perish, but Héeesternal." Consider how on
hears such a word; he kneels down and prays : ;lldhéink Thee and praise Thee, f
Thou hast loved me and saved me!" We immediatebmkthis man has touched th
Word of God, for the Word has become living to hAmother man may sit by his sid¢
listening to the very same words but not actuadgrithe Word of God. There is n
living response from him. We can draw just one tuwsion : since God's Word i
living, he who listens and does not live, has reartd the Word of God.

Not only is the Word of God living; it is also opdive. "Living" points to its nature
while "operative" applies to its ability to fulfithe work on man. God's Word cann

rable to work thus in our mystical body. Only twantjs are harder to be divided than
the joints and marrow ; the soul and spirit. No lydnowever sharp, can divide them.
riven so we are wholly unable to distinguish betweéat is soul and what is spirit.
Yet the Scripture tells us how the Living Word ahnthe job, for it is sharper than any
two-edged sword. God's Word is living, operative] able to penetrate and divide. It is
hrthe soul and spirit of man which are thus penadrated divided.

I Perhaps someone may raise this question : "It dossem that the Word of God has
n,done anything special in me. | have often heard'sGebrds and even received
inrevelation, but | do not know what penetratingnisr do | understand this dividing. As
far as | can tell, | am a stranger to both thesegsses."

How does the Bible answer this question for usays "penetrating to the division of

soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow," bualéo goes on to say it is "a discerner of
d the thoughts and intents of the heart." "Thoughe$érs to what we deliberate in our

5 heart and "intents" to our motives. Thus the Wadr&od is able to discern both what

bve think and what motivates the thinking.

0
Too often we can easily identify what comes from dutward man. We quite glibly

confess, "This was soulish, for it came from sefut we do not really "see" what the
L soul or self is. Then one day God's mercy comesstddis light shines upon us and His
evoice announces to us with severity and solemriityhat you frequently refer to as

g your self IS your self.? You have talked lightlydaeasily about the flesh. You must
"see" how God hates this and will not allow suckdatinue."

yBefore this "seeing" we have been able to jokingll about the flesh ; but once we are
L stricken with light, we shall confess: "Ah, thisiisThis is what | have talked about.”

orThus we have more than an ;intellectual dividirigisithe Word of God that comes

eupon us to point out to us what we conceive anggse in our heart. We receive a
» two-fold enlightenment: how our thoughts origindtem the flesh, and how our

ointentions are entirely selfish.

D

To illustrate this let us consider two unconverfgsons. One is aware that he is a
'sinner. He has been to many meetings and heard/ messsages on sin. Clear

preaching has brought him to acknowledge himse# sisiner. Yet when he thus refers
bito himself, he can mention it laughingly, as itldes not really matter. Another hears

return void ; it will prevail and accomplish its gpose. It is not mere word, but wordthe same messages, and the light of God shines hiporiThe Spirit so convicts him

that will so operate as to produce results.

What then does God's Word do for us? It penetiatésdivides. It is sharper than a
two-edged sword. Its sharpness is demonstratedeirigenetrating to the division @
soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow." Note tanalogy here : the two-edgs

ny

that he prostrates himself on the ground and prd@h, this is what | am-a sinner!"

Not only has he heard, by the Word of God, thaishe sinner, he has also "seen" that

this is his true condition. He condemns himself. islestricken to the ground. Thus
fenlightened, he can confess his sin and receivesdghation of the Lord. He will'
kdhenceforth never speak lightly or jokingly of tha ke has "seen." But the first one,
SWho can jokingly describe himself as a sinner,f@s'seen” and hence is not saved.

sword against joints and marrow, and the Word ofl @gainst soul and spirit. Join



How do you react to this message today that yotwana man seriously interferes with repentance need to be washed in the blood. Howsfoob imagine that we could

God and must be broken by Him? If you can begikiriglabout it freely and easily, i
surely has not touched you. If, on the other haywli, are enlightened by it, you wi
say, "Oh Lord, today | begin to know myself. Untibw | have not recognized m
outward man." And as the light of God surrounds, ymcovering your outward mar
you fall to the ground, no longer able to standtdntly you "see" what you are.

Once you said you loved the Lord, but under Gaglg,lyou find it is not so-you really
love yourself. This light really divides you andtseou apart. You are inwardl
separated, not by your mentality, nor by mere teachut by God's light. Once yo
said you were zealous for the Lord, but now thbtligf God shows you that your ze
was entirely stirred by your own flesh and bloo@duYthought you loved sinners whil
preaching the gospel, but now the light has comeé yau discover that your preachin
the gospel stems mainly from your love of actiomjydelight in speaking, your natur
inclination. The deeper this divine light shindss tmore the intent and thought of yo
heart is revealed. Once you assumed that your thswmnd intents were of the Lor

but in this piercing light you know they are enfjref yourself. Such light brings you

down before God.

Too often what we supposed to be of the Lord prdwdse of ourselves. Though we
had proclaimed that our messages were given by dheé now the light of heaven
compels us to confess that the Lord has not sptakes, or, if He has, how little He hgs

said. How much of the Lord's work, so-called, tumd to be carnal activities! Thi
unveiling of the real nature of things enlightessta the true knowledge of what is G
ourselves and what is OF the Lord, how much is FRTHE SOUL and how much id
FROM THE SPIRIT. How wonderful if we can announcHis light has shone ; ou
spirit and soul are divided, and the thoughts atehits of our heart are discerned.

You who have experienced this know it is beyond entraching. All efforts to
distinguish what is of self and what is of the Lol separate what things are from t

outward man and what are of the inward man-evehdextent of listing them item by

item and then memorizing them-have proved to bmsch wasted effort. You continu
to behave just as usual, for you cannot thus detfriyour outward man. You may b

able to condemn the flesh, you may be proud thatgan identify such and such as

belonging to the flesh, but you still are not defied from it.

Deliverance comes from the light of God. When tigdit shines, you immediately. se
how superficial and fleshly has been your deniahefflesh, how natural has been yo
criticism of the natural. But now the Lord has laidre to your eyes the thoughts a
intents of your heart. You fall prostrate beforerHand say : "Oh, Lord ! Now | know
these things are really from my outward man. Ohig light can really divide my
outward from my inner."

t expose our sin! Only in His Light shall we "see'tare exposed. It must be His work
| by the Spirit, not our efforts of the soul-i.e. aftour own mind. This is God's only
y way.
This is why God says, "My Word is living and effeat My sword is the sharpest of
all. When my Word comes to man, it is able to divile soul and spirit, just as a two-
edged sword can divide the joints and marrow."
y
H How does it divide? By revealing the thought antetrih of our heart. We do not know
Alour own heart. Be- - loved, only those who arehia light know their own heart. No
€ one else does, not one ! Yet when God's Word comes'see." We are exposed as
Oself-centered, seeking only gratification, glorye{eminence, and prestige for self.

Al How blessed is that light which causes us to favad at His feet.
ur

j’What Is a Revelation?

The Scripture we have been considering continues tHAnd there is not a creature
unapparent before Him; but all things are nakedlaitdbare to His eyes, with Whom
we have to do." Here the Lord gives us the standardriterion for dividing. What
constitutes a revelation by the Holy Spirit? Howamumust we see before it is a
"revelation? Verse 13 can help us answer this. REVEON ENABLES US TO SEE

P WHAT GOD SEES. All things are naked and laid bagéoke Him. Any covering is
I:upon our own eyes, not God's. When God opens @s &t we may know the intent
of our heart and the deepest thought within u@nrheasure that He Himself knows
us-this is revelation. As we are naked and laice Hzefore Him, so are we before
ourselves as we receive revelation. This is reiglatto allow us to see what our Lord
sees.

r

heShould God be merciful to us and grant us evenallsneasure of revelation, so that
we can see ourselves as we are seen by Him, weirsina¢diately be smitten to the
ground. We need not try to be humble. Those wimilivthe light cannot be proud. It is
only while dwelling in darkness that we can be prkoDutside of God's light, men can

e
e

She arrogant and haughty; but under the revelatfathenlight, they can only prostrate
themselves before Him.

e
As

u(snatter of dividing the natural from the spiritudde outward from the inward. Only as

Yhere is revelation, is the problem solved. Whenguwri are enabled to discern the
thoughts and intents of your heart, you can be sorte soul and spirit are being
divided.

you proceed it becomes 'more evident that éxisemely difficult to explain this

If you desire to be used by God, sooner or later wil let the light shine upon you.

So it is that even our denial of the outward mantl aur determination to reject it, wi

not help. Yes, even the very confession of ourisifior naught, and our tears (i)f

l You will turn to Him and say : "Oh God, | am abdely unreliable. | do not know

whom | am accusing, nor what sin | am confessingly@n Thy light am | able to



know." Before you receive enlightenment, you mayygau are a sinner, but you lack
sinner's contrition; you may think you hate youkdelit you have no real sense of s€

abhorrence ; you may say you deny yourself, buféleéing of abnegation is missing.

Once the light comes, the surface scab is pulledyaand the "real” or "original" ig
revealed. What an unveiling to see | only love rnfyséo see | am deceived, an
cheating the Lord ; to see | do not love Him. Tight shows you what you are an
what you have been, doing. Henceforth you will hétve inner knowledge of wha
belongs to self. Without this judgment by the ligldu cannot even imitate, but now
the light of God judges, spirit and soul are diddienitation is impossible.

What the Lord does is to pierce into our inner math a penetrating light. It may
happen while we are listening to a message, olimgdyy ourselves, or fellowshippin
with others, or even walking alone. This incompégalight shows us how muc

belongs to ourselves. It reveals to us that scam@eything that proceeds is from the
Lord. In conversation, in activities, in works,Zeal, in preaching, in helping others-jn

every field of life how all-pervading is our se¥fet once our hidden self is, brought
light, our condemnation of the outward man will bpontaneous. On subseque
occasions, whenever it expresses itself, we wallaintly regret it and judge it. It is onl
after such enlightenment that we are able to ditlde spirit and soul. We wil

henceforth live before the Lord with our spiriteated. It is pure now and offers ndt

difficulty to the Lord.

Thus the dividing of spirit and soul depends upolightenment; that is, we are able
see as God sees. Just what does God see? He sgagendp not see. We are blind
what is of ourselves, thinking it is of God whiletaally it is not. What we professed 1
be good, by that light we now condemn. What we iclemed as right, we now rejec

What passed for spiritual we now recognize as sbulnd what we thought was of

God, we now know to be of self. We confess : "Lbiow | come to know myself. |

have been blind for twenty or thirty years, andd dot realize it. | have not seen ash

Thou hast seen."

Such a seeing delivers you from the dead weigltaetff Seeing is His dealing. Th
Word of God is effective, for it enlightens youtte casting off of the outward man.
is not that after you have heard the Word of God gmadually change yourself, as
seeing is one; step and casting off another. Niglgehment is casting off ; the tw

occur simultaneously. As soon as the light strikies flesh is dead. No flesh can live jn
that light. The moment one comes into the light,phastrates himself. The light hgs

dried up his flesh, Beloved, this is effectivendegeed the Word of God is living an
operative. God does not speak and then wait fortgqaroduce. His Word is effectiv
in your life.

May the Lord open our eyes to see the importandbenfliscipline of the Holy Spiri
and His revelation. These two join hands in deaéiffgctively with our outward man

Let us look to God for His grace to enable us scelourselves under His light and d

be so enlightened as to bow before Him, acknowtegigi'Lord, how foolish and bling

al have been all these years in mistaking what flénwsn me as coming from Thee.
IfLord, be merciful to me!"

Chapter 8

‘(ijhat Impression Do We Give.

' Whether we can do the Lord's work depends not sohman OUR WORDS OR

iSACTIONS, but rather on what COMES FORTH from us. fe not able to edify
others if we say one thing and emit from our lieesther thing, if we act one way and
live another way, What emanates from us is an itapbiconsideration.

J We often say that our impression of a certain persg@ood or bad. How do we receive
' such an impression? It is not just from his wordsr even from his actions. A

mysterious something expresses itself while hgé&aking or acting. It is this which

tc)gives us the impression.

nt . . . .
yWhat others sense in us is our most outstandingiri=alf our mind has never been

dealt with and is undisciplined, naturally we shadke our mind to contact people, and
hey will be struck by its forcefulness. Or if wegsess an inordinate affection, if we
are overly warm or cold, others will take note bfstin their impression of us.

Whatever our strongest characteristic is, it iradalsi will stand out and impress others.
We may be able to control our speech or actionweuare unable to restrain that which

Egexpresses our nature. What we are, we cannot oeslre

t(_)ll Kings 4 recounts how the Shunammite receivedtai "And it came to pass on a day
that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a wealfthyaw, and she constrained him to
eat bread. And-so it was, that as oft as he pasgele turned in thither to eat bread.
nd she said to her husband, Behold now, | perceigethis is a holy man of God,,

who passes by us continually.” Note that Elishaaghed no sermon, worked no
miracle. He merely dropped in and ate whenever & passing that way. By the way
he ate, the woman recognized him as a holy manaaf. Ghis was the impression

E Elisha gave to others.

It
IDfWe should ask ourselves, what impression do | givethers? How often we have
emphasized the need for our outward man to be hroKethis brokenness is not
accomplished, others meet the impact of our outwaad. Whenever we are in their
4 presence they are made uncomfortable. by our wedf-lor pride, or obstinacy, or
|, cleverness, or eloquence. Perhaps the impressioleave is a favorable one, but is
" God being satisfied? Will such an impression meet@hurch's need ? If God is not

satisfied, and the Church is not helped, any ingioesve leave is for naught.

Beloved, God's full intention requires that ourrggdee released. It is imperative for
tothe growth of the Church. How urgent, then, thatautward man be broken ! Without
this breaking our spirit cannot come forth, andithpression we leave with others will

not be a spiritual one.



Suppose a brother is speaking on the Holy Spinibugh his subject is the Holy Spiri
his words, his attitudes, and his illustrations &u# of himself. Perhaps withou
knowing why, the audience inwardly suffers whiktening to him. His mouth is full o
the Holy Spirit, yet the impression he leaves wiithlisteners is of himself. What is th
spiritual value of such empty talk? None.

Rather than stressing teaching, let us place nmmophasis on what it is that comes for
from us. God is not watching to see if our teachdegomes deeper; He wants to |
hold of us as individuals. If our nature is notgedy dealt with, we may give forth sg
called spiritual teaching, but there is no spifitimpartation. How tragic when wg¢
merely impress the outward man yet do not impartething of a life impression to th
inward man !

Again and again God arranges our circumstancesetakhus in our strong point. Yo
may be stricken once, twice, but still the thirdwlmust come. God will not let you g¢
He will not stay His hand until He has broken thatminent feature in you.

What the Holy Spirit accomplishes when we are bealisgiplined is totally different
from what happens when we are hearing a messageessage we hear may ofts
remain in our mind for several months, possiblyreyears, before its truth will becom
operative in us. Thus the hearing often precedegdhl entering into life. Howeve
through the disciplining of the Holy Spirit, we neoguickly see the truth and thd
possess it. How strange that we grasp mere knowlddgugh a message much fas
than we learn reality through discipline ! Once kear, we remember. But we may

disciplined ten times and still wonder why. The digscipline accomplishes its purpog
is the day you really "see" the truth and enteo itg reality. So the work of the Hol

t, boastful. Thus as soon as you see pride in thg gl are sure to say, "Alas! So this is
pride-how abhorrent and unclean it is!" Pride seerthe light of revelation differs

f completely from the pride talked about so gliblynlightenment exposes the true

econdition. Immediately it dawns upon you that yoe ten thousand times worse than
any of your preconceived notions of yourself. Ritftn and there your pride, your
self, your flesh wither away and die with no hopsurvival.

th

ayWwVhatever is revealed "in the light" is slain byThis is most marvellous. We are not

- first enlightened and then, with the passage ogtigradually brought into death.

2 Rather we fall down instantaneously at the comihlight. As the Holy Spirit reveals,

e we are dealt with. Revelation, then, includes tsatbing and slaying. It is God's unique
way of dealing. Once the uncleanness is really sagoit cannot remain. Therefore
light both reveals and slays.

L
. This being slain by the light is one of the mostdfal Christian experiences. Paul did

not rush to the roadside and kneel down when gtg Bhone upon him. He fell to the

ground. Though naturally capable and self confideatreacted to the light by falling

down somewhat perplexed, yet inwardly exposed. ldéfectual was this light which
bnstruck him to the ground ! Let us note that thipgened all at once. We might assume
e that God first enlightens our understanding and teaves us to work it out. That is not
, God's way. God always shows us how hateful andifeallwe are, and our immediate
sresponse is : "Alas ! What a wretch | am-so unclsardespicable!" For God to reveal
tepur true self, is to fall down as dead. Once a grperson has been truly enlightened,
hehe cannot so much as make an attempt to be proydnane. The effect of that
seenlightenment will have its mark upon him all hisyd.

Spirit is to break you down on the one hand arfolitl you up on the other. Thus yourOn the other hand, this time of enlightenment & ahe time for believing-not for

heart will say : "Thanks be unto the Lord. Now blanthat His disciplining hand upo
me for these past five or ten years has beengusieiak this strong point in me."

The Amazing Work of Slaying Through Enlightenment

Having considered the disciplinary working of thelydSpirit, now let us see how H
employs another means to deal with our outward Basides discipline there will b
enlightenment. Sometimes these two are used sinedltsly, sometimes alternatel
At times the discipline is shown in circumstancésedl at leveling our outstandin
feature : at other times God graciously shines upoto enlighten us. The flesh, as
know, lives$ hidden in darkness. Many works of fleeh are allowed to exist becau
they axe not recognized by us as such. Once Hig ligveals the flesh to us w
tremble, not daring to move.

We have especially observed this at times wherCthech is rich in the Word of God
When the ministry of the Word is strong and therea lack of prophetic ministry, ligh
breaks out clear and strong. In such light you cdmerealize that even you

n asking, but for bowing low. God follows the samépiple in saving us as He does in
working in us afterwards. When the radiancy of glospel shines upon us, we do not
pray : "Lord, | beseech Thee to be my Savior." Tayghus, even for days, would bring
no assurance of salvation. We simply say "Loréckive Thee as my Savior." Instantly
salvation happens! In like manner in God's subsagwerking, as soon as light comes
upon us, we should immediately prostrate ourselwveter His light and tell the Lord

"Lord, | accept Thy sentence. | agree with Thy juégt." This will prepare us for

more light.

a)

D

y

J . o . .
vdn that hour of unveiling even noble deeds, perfmirin His name and in love to Him,

Lawill somehow lose their luster. In every highestpgmse you will detect the meanest
e inclination. What you considered as wholly for Goow appears to be riddled with
self. Alas! self seems to permeate every vestigmof being, robbing God of glory.

~To man it has seemed there is no depth which heotgiumb! Yet it takes God's
t revelation to expose our real condition. God wilt stop until He lays us bare that we
i may see ourselves. At first He alone knows usw@iare always bare and naked before

condemnation of your pride is itself pride. In fgour very talking against your pride

s Him. But once God has disclosed to us the thoughtkintents of our heart, we are



then laid bare before ourselves. How shall we difteup our head again? Lenien

Has the Lord for years disciplined us, but instefacecognizing His hand, we blamed it

with -ourselves becomes a thing of the past. Thoughused to think we were betteron other people or on fate? May we be remindedENERYTHING IS MEASURED
than others, now we know what we really are, ancaveeashamed to show ourselveésBY GOD FOR US. He has predetermined its time, @sralary, and its force, in order
We search in vain for a word adequate to descrifbeincleanness and despicablengsso break our hard-todeal-with outstanding featud, may we have the grace to

Our shame weighs upon us, as though we bore tmeesbfthe whole world. Like Jo
we fall before the Lord and repent of ourselvelsabhor myself and repent in dust a
ashes. Surely | am beyond healing."

Such enlightenment, such self-abhorrence, such ehamd humiliation, such
repentance delivers us from the bondage of longsy&dhen the Lord enlightens, H
delivers. Enlightenment is deliverance, and se&rfgeedom. Only thus does our fleg
cease to operate, and our outward shell is broken.

Discipline Compared with Revelation

Let us next compare the discipline and the revaatif the Holy Spirit. The discipline
of the Holy Spirit is usually a slower process,a&ed time and again perhaps for ye
before the point at issue is finally dealt with.rifermore this discipline of the Hol
Spirit oftentimes exists without any supply of nsiny. Not so with the revelation of th
Holy Spirit. This often comes swiftly, within a fedays or possibly a few minute
Under the light of God you will see in a very ktttime your true condition and ho
useless you are. Then, too, revelation frequemthyes through the supply of the Wor|

recognize the meaning of His hand in seeking tdteshthis outward man. Until that
nchappens people will only meet that imperious sdlewthey come in contact with us.
Until that breaking is effected, our spirit canflotv forth freely toward them.

Earnestly we pray that the Church may know Godeagnbefore ; that God's children
emay be increasingly fruitful unto Him. The Lord émds to bring us into the place
hwhere-not only our gospel message and teachingtmnjrare correct-but we as well are

right. The issue is: can God be fully releasedughoour spirit?

When the spirit is released, it supplies the nesidshe world. No work is more

important or thorough than this, and nothing c&e iés place. The Lord is not so much

concerned with your teachings or sermons as Hétlstie impression you give. What
hris it that comes from you that is the final yardstiDo you impress people with

yourself or with the Lord? Do you let people toyctur teaching or your Lord ? This is
o really vital, for it determines the value of allyrdabor and work.

D.
v Beloved, be assured the Lord pays far more attentiovhat comes out of your inner
d.life than what comes out of your mouth. Do not &drthat in every contact you make

That is why the revelation of the Holy Spirit mpltes when the Church is strong apdwith another, something comes out of you. It isieityourself or God flowing forth,

the ministry of the Word is rich.

However, no one should imagine that in the absefcgich rich ministry and flowing
revelation he is then free to live according to bigward man. It is important t
remember that the discipline of the Holy Spiritstll operative. Though one may b
deprived of contact with other believers for yeding presence of the Holy Spirit wit
him is an assurance that he can arrive at a gooduap state as long as he

responsive to the Spirit's discipline. While theeakness of the Church may result

either your outward man or the spirit. Finally, bwdd ask, when you stand before.
people, what is it that comes forth? And lest wetao quick to give an answer, let us
remember this basic question can only be rightsneamed "in His light."
)
eChapter 9
h Meekness in Brokenness
S

iNGod's method in breaking our outward man varieorageg to the target. Let us

some members lacking the supply of the Word, yey thave only themselves to blamegxplain the target this way with some, it is thesitf-love ; with others, their pride. And

if they miss the value of the Spirit's disciplifreurther, their failure does not mean th
the Holy Spirit has not or does not discipline thédather, it means that the years
discipline have produced no effect. Though the Lload smitten once and again,
they remained ignorant of its meaning. Like a stubbhorse or mule void o
understanding, they seem not to fathom the Lordislvaven after ten years of dealin
How pitiful are such ! We can only make this cosaiun; discipline is plentiful in many
lives; but recognizing the hand of the Lord in ttitipline is rare indeed.

How often when the Lord deals with us we see ondyhand of man. This is entirel
wrong. Like the Psalmist our attitude should beyéls dumb, | opened not my mout
for Thou hast done it" (Psalm 39:9). We must remanibis God who is dealing with
us, not our brother or sister or any other person.

athere are those whose self-reliance and clevemsss to be destroyed ; such will find

othemselves in one predicament after another, dafegtevery turn, until they learn to

ekay, "We live not in fleshly wisdom but in God'sage." Those whose outstanding
feature is subjectivity will find themselves in @iimstances peculiar to their need.

J-Again there are those who are always bubbling wittrideas and opinions. While the
Bible affirms, "Is any matter too wonderful for #etah?" some brothers maintain that
nothing is too hard for them! They boast they carederything, yet strangely they fail
in every undertaking. Things that seemed so edkgidart in their hands. In perplexity

y they ask, "Why?" This is the way the Holy Spirivales them to reach the necessary

h,target. Such illustrations show how the targethaf Spirit varies with the individual
concerned.




There is also a variation in the tempo of the HBpyrit's dealings. At times the blow
may follow one upon another without respite ; aréhmay be periods of lull. But a
whom the Lord loves He scourges. Thus God's chilthear wounds inflicted by th

Holy Spirit. While the affliction may vary, the ceequences are the same: the sej

within is wounded. So God touches our self-lovede or cleverness or subjectivity
whichever constitutes His outward target. He ingebhg each blast at the target

further weaken us, until the day comes when wecarshed and pliable in His hand
Whether the dealing touches our affection or oougts, the final result is producin
a broken will. We are all naturally obstinate. Thisibborn will is supported by ou
thoughts, opinions, self-love, affection, or clewess. This explains the variations in t
Holy Spirit's dealings with us. In the final anatysGod is after our will, for it is tha
which represents our self.

Thus a common feature marks those who have beghtamred and disciplined the
become meek. Meekness is the sign of brokennessvid are broken by God ar
characterized by meekness. Formerly we could affoige obstinate because we we

like a house well supported by many pillars. As Gethoves the pillars one after

another, the house is bound to collapse. Whenutsde supports are demolished, s
cannot but fall.

But we must learn to recognize true meekness. Dd@aeceived into thinking that
soft-spoken voice indicates a gentle will. Ofteniem will lies hidden behind thg
softest voice. Stubbornness is a matter of charawté of voice. Some who appear
be more gentle than others are, before God, jusbstsnate and selfish. For such the
can only be the severity of His dealing until thdgre not act presumptuously. G
designs that seemingly outward dealings touch tise@ore ; never shall we be able

raise our heads in these particular matters. Itrévocably settled that in these we

cannot disobey the Lord ; we dare not insist upanapinion. Fear of the hand of th
Lord restrains us. It is fear of God that makesmeek. The more we are broke
through God's dealings, the meeker we become. § trse meekness is to behold inn
brokenness.

Let us illustrate : after contacting a certain hest you may sense that he is truly gift
yet nonetheless find him to be unbroken. Many ikeethat-gifted but unbroken. The
unbrokenness can be easily detected. As soon asmgmi them, you sense &
undertone in them you can feel their obstinacy. $¢otvith one who is broken ; there
a Spirit-wrought meekness. In whatever point oreelleen chastened by God, there
dare not boast. He has learned to fear God iratidsis transformed into meekness.

Please notice how the Scripture uses different phets to describe the Holy Spirit. H
is like fire and like water. Fire speaks of His mowwater of His cleansing. But i
reference to His character, He is said to be likiowe, meek and gentle. The Spirit

s Considering the Qualities of Meekness
I

P One broken by the Spirit naturally possesses meskiitis contacts with people are no
e Bnger marked by that obstinacy, hardness, angshas which are the hallmarks of an
»unbroken man. He has been brought to the placeewtisrattitude is as meek as his
[Ovoice is gentle. The fear of God in his heart retyrfinds expression in his words and
S-manner.

g

;
1e(1) Approachable

There are several qualities which characterize esope who is meek. He is
approachable-so easy to have contact with, to tglkand to make inquiry of. He
confesses his sin readily and sheds tears freaw difficult it is for some to shed
Ztears. It is not that there is any special valuears, yet in one whose thought, will, and
~ emotion have been dealt with by God tears ofterotgemis readiness to see and
r‘?‘alcknowledge his fault. He is easy to talk to, f& dutward shell has been, broken.
pen to the opinions of others, he welcomes instg and in this new position can
e edified in all things.

el
X (2) Highly Sensitive

loAAgain, one who is meek is alert to his environmentce his spirit can easily come
rdorth and touch the spirits within his brethren.eTslightest movement in another's

ogSpirit does not go unnoticed by him. Almost imméelia he can detect the true

tosignificance in a situation-whether it is rightwrong. Whatever the circumstance, his
spirit readily responds. His actions are thoughthdr will he inconsiderately hurt
eothers' feelings.

n
erfoo often we persist in doing things which in o#f\espirits have already been

condemned. Our outward man is not broken. Otherssesit, but we do not. Consider

how this may occur in prayer meetings, when thethers and sisters may feel
L Jepugnance toward our prayers. Yet still we dromewed on . Others' spirits come forth
r and cry out, "Stop praying,” but we remain insewsit There is no response to the
infeelings of others. Not so with one whose outwagthrhas been broken. Because the
isSpirit has wrought a deep sensitivity he naturdlyches, and can be touched by others'
haPirits. Such a one will not be dull to otherstctems.

(3) Ready for CorporatelLife

[}

n Only these broken ones know what the Body of ClisistWithout meekness they are
pfhardly ready for participating in corporate lifehély begin to touch the spirit of the

God will incorporate His nature in us little bytlét until we, too, are characterized yBody, even the feelings of other members. If orédathis Body-feeling, he is like a

the dove. Meekness, born out of the fear of Godthes Holy Spirit's sign for|
brokenness.

false member of the body, like an artificial hamdhich may move with the body but
has no feeling. The whole Body has sensed it, éXtiem Nor can he meekly receive

instruction or correction. But a broken one carchothe conscience of the Church and



know the Church's feeling, for his spirit is openttie spirit of the Church to receiv
any communication therefrom.

How precious is this sensitivity ! Whenever we diything wrong, immediately we
sense it. Though we are not freed from wrong-doivegnevertheless possess a facu
which will quickly prick us. Brothers and sistersdw you are wrong, but even befo
they open their mouth you are brought to your seiemere contact with them. Yo
have touched their spirit, and this indicates ta whether they approve or disapprov
It becomes evident that meekness, which is thet fofii brokenness, is a bas
requirement, and without it Body-life is impossible

The Body of Christ lives the same way as our playdiody. It does not require th
calling of a general council in order to reach dexis. Nor is there need for prolongg
discussions ; all the members naturally possessnamon feeling and that feelin
expresses the mind of the Body. And what is marie,also the expression of the min
of the Head. Thus the mind of the Head is knowough that of the Body. After ou
outward man is broken, we begin to live in thapooate awareness as related membi
of His Body and are easily corrected.

(4) Easily Edified

The greatest advantage of brokenness, howeveat isyrhaving our wrong correcte
but rather in enabling us to receive the supplaliofOur spirit is then released and op
to get spiritual help, whatever the source. One gshwt broken can hardly be helpe
Suppose, for example, a brother has a keen bubkeairintellect. He may come t
meetings, but he is untouched. Unless he meetsvbose mind is sharper than his,
will not be helped. He will analyze the thoughtstlé preacher and reject them

useless and meaningless. Months and years may pss by without his being

touched. He is walled in by his mind and it woutgt he can only be helped throu
it. In this condition he cannot receive spiritudifieation. However, should the Lor
come in and shatter this wall, showing him thelitytiof his own thoughts, he will
become attentive as a child to what others may Kaywill no longer despise peop
who seem to be below his capabilities or capacities

In listening to a message he will use his spiritdatact the spirit of the preacher, rath
than focusing upon the pronunciation of words @& pinesentation of doctrine. Whe
the spirit of the preacher is released with a defimord from the Lord, his spirit i
refreshed and edified. If one's spirit is free @pen, he receives help whenever
brother's spirit comes forth. But remember, thisn® the same as being help
doctrinally. The more a man's spirit has been de#h by God, the more thoroughl
the outward man is broken; accordingly the grelagdp he can receive. And it is furthg
true that whenever God's Spirit makes a move umgnbaother, never again will h
judge others merely by doctrine, words, or elogeeitis attitude is entirely change
It is an invariable law; the measure of anyone déielped depends upon the conditi
of his spirit.

eNow we must clearly understand what is meant bydeddified? It cannot mean
expanded thoughts, nor improved understandinggreater doctrinal accumulation. It
simply means that my spirit has once more contaGed's Spirit. It does not matter
through whom the Spirit of God moves, whether ie theeting or in individual
Wellowship, | am nourished and revived. My spist much like a mirror, which is
Lepolished every time.

u

eSuppose we explain it like this : whatever procdeaim the spirit brightens everything

cit touches. As individuals we are much like lightts-different colored light bulbs. Yet
the color does not interfere with the passageaesftetity through it.

e As soon as the electricity flows into it, it light®. So is it in our spirit; when there is

edthe flowing of His Spirit we will forget the thealy we have learned. All we know is

) that the Spirit has come. Instead of mere knowleggéave an "inner light." We are

drevived and nourished in His presence. Once oeHéatuality made us impossible, but

I now we can easily be helped. Now we understand ivisyhard for others to receive

etwelp. We understand that it requires spending ninoh in prayer before we can touch
them in spirit. There is no other way to help astwiate person. As we shall see in the
next lesson there is a way God has designed ferefifectiveness.

Chapter 10

H Two Very Different Ways

en

dWe must recognize two very different ways of hedffobe us. First, "there is a way that
b seemeth right" in which help is received from thisale-through the mind-by doctrine
neand its exposition. Many will even profess to hdneen greatly helped through this
asvay. Yet it is a "help" so very different from thatlp which God really intends.

Jhsecond, we must see that God's way is the way idf spuching spirit. Instead of

) having our mentality developed or acquiring a stotse of knowledge it is by this
contact that our spiritual life is built up. Let mme be deceived; until we have found

€ this way we have not found true Christianity. Thisne is the way of having our spirit
edified or built up.

€l et us explain it like this: if you are accustontedsermons, no doubt it would annoy
Nyou to hear the same message from the same praadber You feel sure it is enough
“to hear that message once. This is because yogepton of Christianity is simply
N¥loctrine-the storing of correct knowledge in youindn Do you not realize that
2 dification is not a question of doctrine, but pirg? If your brother speaks through the
Y spirit, you will be washed and cleansed each timespirit comes out and touches you,
t'no matter how familiar the subject or how many snyeu have heard that particular
® theme. Any teaching or doctrine which does notltésueviving the spirit can only be

. considered as dead letter.
bn




Again, there is something quite remarkable aboetwho is broken. You are not on
able to give help, but in the giving you also aetpkd. You are asked a question, and
answering it you are helped. You are praying wilinmer who is seeking the Lord, ar
again you are inwardly strengthened. You may betdespeak sternly with a brothg
who has slipped; not only is his spirit therebyived, but you too are inwardly buil
up. You are able to receive help from every smititontact. You marvel that the who

y A Meekness Beyond Imitation

in

dwhen we suggest that we must be meek, we areyiiog tto persuade you to act meek.
I'If you do, you will soon find that even this mandeameekness needs to be destroyed.
[ We must learn once and for all that human striimgmitate meekness is futile. All
€must be of the Holy Spirit, for He alone knows aeed and will arrange circumstances

Body is supplying you as a member. Any member efflody can supply your need, |eading to the destroying of our outward man.

and you are helped. You become the recipient ostipply of the whole Body. How
rich it must be! You can truly rejoice : "The wénalif the Head is the Body's, and t

Body's is mine." How greatly this differs from theere increase of mental knowledge !

This ability to receive help-allowing another'srgo touch our spirit-is proof that on
is broken. Cleverness does not make it hard toelyget; rather, it is evidence that
outer shell is harder than others. In the Lord'scjea clever person must be drastic

taI
dealt with, broken many times and in many waysl umté day he is able to receive t

supply of the whole Church. Let us ask ourselv@se 'we able to receive this supp
from others?" If we cannot receive, it is likelyathour hard shell hinders meeting t
spirit of our brother when it is released. But i€ wre broken, as soon as his sp,
moves, we are helped. The question then, is net,dawerful is the spirit, but have th
spirits touched each other? It is this touchingpfits which revives and builds one u
What a necessity then for the outward man to b&ae=d. There can be no questi
but that this constitutes the basic requirementdiar being helped and for helpin
others.

Fellowship in the Spirit

While there are many different kinds of fellowshtbere is spiritual fellowship whick

is much more than the exchange of ideas and ognibis the interaction of spirits.

This kind of fellowship is possible only after oontward man is shattered, and o

spirit is thus released to touch the spirit of othén this sharing of spirit we experience

the fellowship of the saints and understand whatStriptures mean by "fellowship i
the spirit." It truly is a fellowship in the spiriand not an interflow of ideas. By th

fellowship in the spirit we can pray with one aatdBecause many pray through their,
mind, independent of their spirit, it is hard foem to find another with the same mind

who can pray in accord with them.

Anyone who is born anew and has the indwelling Hgyrit can have fellowship with
us. 'This is possible because our spirit is operfdiowship, ready to receive, and k
received by our brother's spirit. And thus we aaunch the Body of Christ, for we ar
the Body. Can we comprehend it when we say thaspitits are the Body of Christ
Indeed, "deep calleth unto deep" (Ps. 42:7). Thethdef your being is calling for 3

touch of my depth; and | am calling for a touchhe depth of the whole Church. Hefe

is the fellowship of the deeps, the calling anddahswering of one another. This is t

one thing most necessary if we are to be usefurbahe Lord and properly touch the

spirit of the Church.

'St is our responsibility to ask God for light thae may recognize the mighty hand of
‘the Holy Spirit and willingly submit to it, acknoediging that whatever He does is
right. Let us not be horses and mules without wtdading. Rather, let us hand
= ourselves over to the Lord for Him to work in us you give yourself to the Lord, you
ewill discover that His work actually began fiveten years before, though it seemingly
has not produced any fruit in you. Today a chanae ¢ome. At last you can pray,
€'Lord, | was blind, not knowing how Thou wert leadime. Now | see that Thou dost
Y desire to break me. For this | surrender mysefttee.” Then all that was unfruitful for
'Sive or ten years begins to bear fruit. We find thoed skillfully moving in to destroy
Many things of whose existence we have not even aeare. This-is His master work
E : to deprive us of pride, self-love and self-exadta, that our spirit may be liberated and

P-exercised unto usefulness.
DN

9 Two Related Questions

Two questions arise here for us to consider. Tt I : Since the breaking of the
outward man is the work of the Holy Spirit defyintan's imitation, should we try to
stop any fleshly action we recognize, or must wet \passively until greater light
comes from the Holy Spirit, the doer of the work ?

f”Surer it is right and proper that we should pst@p to every fleshly activity, but we

“must see how this is vastly different from imitgtithe Spirit's work. To illustrate

nthough | am proud, | must refuse all pride, yeblrbt feign to be humble. Or, | can
Slose my temper with people, yet | keep it underticn this does not make me gentle.
'S0 long as the negative is struggling for recognitil should resist it without letup.
Nevertheless, | should not pretend to possess tisitiyie. This is the important
distinction: pride is a negative thing, so | musadwith it; humility is something

positive; therefore, | cannot imitate it. Thoughust put a stop to all fleshly activities
known to me, | do not need to imitate the positiireue. All | need to do is to commit
©myself to the Lord, saying : "Lord, there is nosea to exert my strength to imitate. |

€ am trusting Thee to do the work."

NJ

f External imitation is not of God ; it is of man.lA¥ho seek the Lord must learn from
within, not just, conform outwardly. We must all@®od to finish His work within us
'BEFORE we can expect the evidence of this to beifesinwithout. Whatever is
manufactured externally is unreal and doomed tdraiet®on. One who unwittingly

possesses a counterfeit defrauds others as welinaself. As counterfeit behavior



multiplies, the person himself comes to believe shh is his real self. Often it is ha
to convince him of his unrealness, for he cannstirdjuish the true from the falsg
Therefore, we must not try to imitate outwardlyisifar better to be natural ; this ope
the way for God to work in us. Let us be simple amad imitate anything, in the
confidence that the Lord Himself will add His viewito us.

The second question is : Some are naturally endevithdsuch a virtue as gentleness;

is there a difference between natural gentlenedgfa gentleness that comes throu
discipline?

There are two points to be considered in answetfiig question. First, all that i
natural is independent of the spirit, while allttikames through the discipline of th
Holy Spirit is under the spirit's control, movingilp as the spirit moves. Naturé
gentleness can really become a hindrance to thie. €pne who is habitually gentle i
gentle in himself, not "in the Lord." Suppose thard. wants him to stand up and utt
some strong words. His natural gentleness will @irfldm from following the Lord. He
would say instead, "Ah, this | cannot do. | haverarein my life uttered such har
words. Let someone else do it. | simply cannot.iéee how his natural gentleness
not under the spirit's control. Anything that istural has its own will and is
independent of the spirit. However that gentlengbgch comes through brokenne
can be used by the spirit, for it does not resistaffer its own opinion.

Second, a naturally gentle person is gentle onljewtou are going along with his will
If you force him to do what he does not like, hdl wihange his attitude. In so calle
human virtues, the element of self-denial is lagkihis obvious that the purpose of
of them is to build up and establish our self-I¥&henever that self is violated, th
virtues all disappear. The virtues which springnfrdiscipline, on the other hand, al
only possessed after our ugly self-life has beestraged. Where God is destroyir
your self, there true virtue is seen. The more iselfounded, the brighter shines tr
gentleness. Natural gentleness and spiritual theit are basically different.

A Final Exhortation

Having stressed the importance of the outward nsngbdestroyed, let us be caref
lest we try to effect this artificially. We musttsuit ourselves under the mighty hand
God, accepting all the necessary dealings. As tivward man is destroyed, the inwa
is strengthened. A few may find the inward man fible. Do not pray for strength t
correct this, for the Bible commands us, "Be stroRgoclaim that it is your goal to b
strong. The marvelous thing is that after your @rtivman is destroyed, you can
strong whenever you want to. The problem of stiteigsolved with the problem of th
outward man. By desiring to be strong, you arengfréNone can block your way. Th
Lord says, "Be strong." In the Lord you also sde 'strong.” And you find you are
strong.

dThe inward man is freed only after the outward risaglestroyed. This is the basic road
2. to God's service.
ns
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