Spiritual Warfare
by Ray C. Sedman

Preface

Behind the confusion and uncertainty that existiyoon every hand lies the craft a
power of the great spiritual being which Jesusecilthe ruler of this world," the Devil
Despite the recent surge of interest in the ocantt Satanism there is still a woef
ignorance on the part of Christians everywhered®tv to deal with the Devil and hi
wiles.

Much is being written today about dealing with deiednfluence and possession, b
the Christian world seems to know little or nothadgput how to recognize the indire
control of believers through what the Bible calie t'the flesh" and even less abg
what to do with it.

It is the purpose of this book to give help wheresimost needed: in the day-to-dayc

conflict where the Devil's craft reaches us in ®wh hostilities, worries, resentment
fears, disappointments and nameless depressiospiif. Here is where the grea
spiritual issues are really won or lost, and whtee eat resources of Christ are mg
needed than at any other time.

| gladly acknowledge my great debt to the fineesenf studies by Dr. Martyn Lloyd}
Jones on Ephesians 6, published serialljh@Westminster Record, and to the pastoral
staff of peninsula Bible Church for their unfailiegcouragement.

Introduction

In a very real sense those of us who believe in_Lthrd Jesus Christ are engaged ir
battle. But the forces we face are not clothedlesH, they are not human agencig
Rather, they are the deadly pantheon of spirituaits of wickedness, invisible an
dedicated to our destruction.

These forces are under the authority of the one igliioe Father of Lies, the prince

darkness, the Devil himself. Only by recognizingnhas real, as the Scriptures cleayl

do are, can we begin to understand the meaninifecdd it really is. Only then can w

Then, fully armed, we are to pray. Prayer musthgeresult of our acceptance of the
armor of God, the action which fulfills the thought

Finally, in the face of whatever attacks God alld&edan to mount against us, we are to
stand firm in our faith with the certain knowledipat the battle is the Lord's. Our faith
'dn his victory, already accomplished, is what ovenes the world. --Ray C. Stedman

U

> Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strengthof his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand againghe wiles of the devil. For we
are not contending against flesh and blood, but agast the principalities the

Ulhowers, against the world rulers of this present d&ness, against the spiritual

Cthosts of wickedness in the heavenly placeSherefore take the whole armor of

UGod, that you may be able to withstand in the evitlay, and having done all, to
stand (Ephesians. 6:10-13).

N hapter I. The Forces We Face

it . . . .. . . .
od is not interested in religion, but he is tregmrsly interested in life. You cannot

read the New Testament without realizing that thedlLJesus did not care a whit for the
Sabbath regulations of his day when they weregainat the need of a broken man for
healing. God is not interested in stained-glassdaivs, organ solos, congregational
hymns, or even pastoral prayers half so much ds meproducing love-filled homes,
generous hearts, and brave men and women whowvearight in the midst of the world
and keep their heads and hearts undefiled.

=

| am deeply convinced that we can only understdadvhen we see it as the Bible sees
it. That is why the Word of God was given. In therlé of organized human society
avith its commerce, trade, recreation, and all teeifiar makeup of life, we are
pscontinually exposed to illusions which are mingladistinguishably with reality. We
dare confronted with distorted perspectives, twistadtives, uncertain hopes, and
untested programs.

pfBut when we come to the Bible we learn the trutbreHreality is set before us--the
ywvorld as it really is. When we get down to the bessentials of life and strip off all the
e confusing illusion, we find it is exactly what tiBgble records it to be. Here is where

comprehend the vital necessity of putting on th@latarmor of God which, far fromp our perspectives are set straight, here is whergaweur value systems righted and our

being merely a figure of speech, is, in fact, Ghrimself, as he is to us.

dreams weighed and evaluated as to whether thagarer only make-believe.

In our helplessness, once fully realized, we haentgiven three specific steps to tak&Ve may not like what we read in the Bible from titngime, but we shall only succeed

which will enable us to be conquerors. First, we &y appropriate by thoughtfu
consideration the complete protection of Christ.

| in deceiving ourselves if we reject it. it Is upus to listen to the words of Jesus and his
apostles, for they are the authority which corraets we are not the authority that
corrects them. Let us stop this silly businessrging) to sit in judgment upon the

insights of the Lord Jesus Christ. We Christiansstmeontinually reduce every



argument we hear today to this simple consideratidm | to accept this person's wo
or the word of Christ? If this agrees with whatdags, fine, it is truth. But if it does no
then | must decide whether the challenging authdst greater or less than Jes
Christ." As Christians, we are continually confireshtwith choices as to whether w
will accept the puny, flimsy, uncertain authorifyaomere man or the certain, solid, a
clear word of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Life Is Not a Bowl of Cherries!

In this important passage near the end of EphestarsApostle Paul sets forth h
analysis of life, especially as it relates to ai§ttan. To begin with, we will look at th¢
passage only from an introductory viewpoint to sd®at Paul brings out about th

nature of life in general and then we "l take aselolook at the . character which he

says a Christian life assumes This section begins:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strengthof his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand againghe wiles of the devil. For we
are not contending against flesh and blood, but ag@st principalities, against the
powers, against the world rulers of this present d&ness, against the spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly. places. Thevef take the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evitlay, and having done all, to
stand (Ephesians 6:10-13).

It is very dear in this Passage that Paul's viewhefbasic characteristic of life can b

put in one word--struggle. Life, he says, is a topfa combat, a continual wrestling
This is, of course, confirmed constantly by ourengnce. We should all like to thin
of ourselves as living in an idealistic world whexreerything goes right and we c4
spend our days in relaxation arid enjoyment, witlst jenough work to keep u
interested. This view is frequently embodied in sahthe songs we sing:

We'll build a sweet little nest,
Somewhere in the West,
And let the rest of the world go by.

Now, it is not wrong for us to dream these dreaftese romantic ideals are a kind
racial memory, the vestigial remains of what waseo@od's intent for human life an
in God's good order and time, will again be possiblhumans. But the Apostle Paul
not dealing with that kind of life. He is comingdaips with life as it really is now, an
he says life is a struggle, a conflict, a battlaiagt opposing forces. If we attempt
draw aside, to et away from the struggle, we coafiy find ourselves being jarre
back into reality. Some unpleasant fact intrudsslfitinto our beautiful world ang
refuses to go away.

We all know how this is. We must get back to wanlr vacation is ended the death

d pressing decision we must make, some threat to pyosperity wealth, some
L, disappointment in another person. We are constainélywn back out of our dreams of
usease and enjoyment to face the rough, hard resafifiéfe.

e

Ndrhe Apostle Paul also says that this is a fluchgasitruggle. We must learn to stand, he
says, "in the evil day," implying that all days aret evil; some times will be worse
than others. There are seasons in the passinfgofiien pressures are more intense,
when problems are more insoluble, when everythegms to come upon us at once.
These are what we recognize as evil days. Somettngean actual day, sometimes it.

sis a week, sometimes months. But thank God alifefi$ not that way. We are not

L always under pressure we are not always being @otefd with. overpowering

e circumstances which call for agonizing decisions.

The reason we are not always under pressure igadtiee grace of God. All of life
would be an evil day and much worse, were it nat tie grace of God which
continually operate. to restrain the powers that against us and to allow times of
refreshment, recreation, enjoyment, and blessig. ffuly tragic thing about human
life is that we can take these times of refreshimglessing, and glory and enjoy them
without a single thought for the goodness of whictderlies them and makes them
possible for us and without a word of thanksgivind' for them. This is the note on
which Paul opens the Epistle to the Romans, "Do y@sume upon the riches of his
kindness and forbearance and patience? Do yourmet khat Gods kindness is meant
to lead you to repentance?" (Romans 2:4).

e
. The Battle Defined

K

\InBut here Paul says that these days, though noyalthe same in pressure, nevertheless

s constitute the general makeup of life. Life is aremding struggle, varying in intensity
from time to time, but extending from the cradletite grave But be goes on now to
analyze and define for us the nature of this steigg/e come now to that which is
most important. For he says that the conflict isagminst flesh and blood; that is, it is
not a human problem, not a struggle of man aganast. It may be a struggle within
man, but it is not between men.

ofWhat would you answer if you were asked, 'Whaheésthing that gives you the most
y, difficulty in life; of what does the struggle ofei consist?" Many would say that it is
isother human beings. There are the Communistsnitance, who are always causing
y difficulty. They can never let anything rest inshvorld but are forever stirring up some
tokind of trouble somewhere. And then there are tepuRlicans or, if you are on the
4 other side, the Democrats. They never let anythasg either but are always making
difficulties. In their bullheaded obstinacy theyeatontinually refusing to "see the
light."

ofAnd let us not forget the Internal Revenue Servidertainly they are devils, if there

a loved one shocks us with all its ghastly emptresd loneliness we remember son&ver were any. And the county tax department! Aod'tdeave out your wife or your



husband and his family. Then, how about our ance®tQur heredity is at fault. It i
because we are Scotch or Irish or Italian--our fiahms always been this way; we ha
always had a, hot temper. And so it goes.

But the Apostle says that you cannot explain ldecuate on that level. You must log
further and deeper than that. The battle is notnagdlesh and blood. Rather, it
against the whole human race that certain pringiesland powers, world rulers ¢
darkness, wicked spirits in high places are se¢rd&lis your problem, Paul says. Tho
are the enemies we are up against. And it is reitQhristians who are opposed
these, but every man, everywhere. The whole raoppssed by the principalities an
powers, the world rulers of this present darkn&hsre is Paul's positive explanation
the struggle of life.

| hasten to say that this declaration will only fodly believed and understood b
Christians. The world either distorts this to theenp of ridiculousness or it rejects it g
unacceptable to the intelligent mind. Superstith@s taken this great revelation a
distorted it, twisted it, reduced it to a ridicutopantheon of goblins, witches, spook
and ghouls.

| am very well aware of the disdain, even conteitih which the biblical concept of th

5 The Desperate Disease
ve

It is not clear that we cannot understand life-eaanot understand history, if we reject

this proposition which the Apostle brings out thahind the problems of the world,
kbehind the evil which manifests itself in mankitidere is a hierarchy of evil spirits--
s the Devil and his angels? There is an originahbkliom of principalities and powers at
f various levels of authority who sit as world rulefsthe present darkness, wicked--
sepirits in high places. The world says to the Glas "Why talk about this kind of
pything? Why don't you talk about something relevalt®/ don't you Christians get busy
dand do something that will be meaningful today?"
of

But what could be more relevant than this teachihich puts its finger on the basic
problem? What is it to keep rushing around curingefs but never stopping to analyze
vy the disease? This is what is going on our day. & sea serious disease at work in the
shuman race, and it is constantly breaking out fttielifevers. But if we content
ndburselves, as physicians, with giving aspirin fo fever and never once inquiring what
sthe disease is, we have wasted our time. Talk aletextancy! This is what is relevant--
to listen to this analysis of what is wrong witle tvorld, what its disease is, and what
the cure is. That is what this passage so vividly accurately sets before us.

1%

Devil and his cohorts, this kingdom of darknesgsthprincipalities and powers a

dThis crippling disease is growing so desperate ¢vah worldliness, non-Christians,

wicked spirits in high places, is received. in mairgles. There are those w o say, "Areare recognizing the inadequacy of their diagndssten to Carl Jung, the great Swiss
you going to insult our intelligence by talking aib@ Devil? Surely you are not going psychologist and psychiatrist:

back to those medieval concepts and tell us thatDhvil is the root of all ou
problems?"

| once spent an evening in Berlin discussing thimle problem with four or fiv
intelligent churchmen--men who knew the Bible irdabely. Though we never on

We stand perplexed and stupefied before the phemmmEMarxism and Bolshevism

because we know nothing about man or, at any haies only a lopsided and distorted
picture of him. If we had self-knowledge, that wibulot be the case. We stand face to
face with the terrible question of evil and do aeén know what is before us, let alone

opened a Bible, we spent the whole evening togetisetissing various passages, andknow what to pit against it. And even if we did knowe still could not understand

never referred to a single passage that they weteaware of and could not quo
almost verbatim. Yet all of them rejected the idéa Devil. They could not believe i
a personal Devil. At the end of the evening thesnisigd at, in their rejection of thg
Devil, they also had no answers to the conundruitis which life was continually
presenting. We had to leave it there.

I am reminded of the story Billy Graham tells irspense to this idea that there is

Devil. A certain boxer was being badly beaten imatch. Battered and bruised, he

leaned over the ropes and said to his trainera4eléhrow in the towel! This guy i
killing me!" The trainer responded, "Oh no, he's.rde's not even hitting you. H
hasn't laid a glove on you!" And the boxer replidédell then, | wish you'd watch tha

ehow it could happen here.
A

* What a tremendously honest revelation of the igmogaof men in the face of life as it
really is! Listen to this bewildered cry from U Tttawhen he was Secretary General of
the United Nations. Speaking before some 67 distéigd scholars and statesmen
from 19 countries of the world, convened beforeaadience of 2500 people to talk

nabout the requirements for world peace, this igthestion he asked:

5 What element is lacking so that with all our skilid all our knowledge we still find
E ourselves in the dark valley of discord--and enfityhat is it that inhibits us from
t going forward together to enjoy the fruits. of humendeavor and to reap the harvest of

referee--somebody s sure hitting me!" In simileshian, the questions we must agk,

when challenged with this idea that there is noiDae, "How do you explain what i
going on in the world? How do you explain the emtteed evil in human affairs?"

Bhuman experience? Why is it that, for all our pssfe ideals, our hopes, and our skills,
b peace on earth is still a distant objective seely dimly through the storms and
turmoils of our present difficulties?




As the world's great leaders face the dilemma adeno life, all they can say is, "What This is a call to intelligent combat. It is a ca@llus to be men, to fight the good fight, to

is wrong? What is the unknown element behind ti¢e?cannot understand this, we
not know what is going on, we cannot grasp thesgsh What is it that is missing?"

No Isolated Claim

ostand fast in the faith, to be strong in the Ldghtrin the midst of the battle, in the
midst of the world. You can hear the bugle in tlian you not? You can hear the
trumpet call!

We must learn to recognize how these dark systdrttsedDevil work, but more than

The Apostle Paul has given the answer to thatdmftbewildered cry for light from & that, we must learn the processes of overcoming-tmet by flesh and blood, not by

modem statesman's heart. Talk about a relevanpt8el The world, Paul says, is i
the grip of what he calls "world rulers of preseatkness. (What an amazing phrg
that is! We will look at it more closely in a latehapter.)

These world rulers of present darkness are he&lethe Devil, whom Scripture say
is a fallen angel of malevolent power and cunnileyerness, against whom Christia
are called to wrestle daily. Now, that is not thaim. of an isolated passage of t
Bible. That is the teaching of the Bible from betdimg to end, from Genesis t
Revelation, and especially in Genesis and Revelatio

The Lord Jesus himself put his finger on the whmieblem when he said to certa
men of his day, "You are of your father the deaitd your will is to do your father'
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning,h@sdnothing to do with the truth
because there is no truth in him. When he liesdsedccord this own nature, for he is
liar and the lies." (John 8:44).

In that most amazing analysis the Lord strippedObeil of his disguises and reveald
his true character--a liar and a murderer. Whatxbeil does is related to what he i
just as what we do is precisely the result of wiiatare. Because he is a liar ang

murderer, the Devil's work is to deceive and tardgs There you have the explanation

for all that has been on inhuman history througtibetwhole course of the record
man.

The Devil has the ear of mankind. Scripture caila Fthe god of this world." The
world listens to him and to everything he says. fAetDevil does not tell the world th
truth--but a lie, a very clever, a very beautifalyery attractive lie which makes th
world drool with desire. But the end of this liedgstruction, murder, death--death in
its forms, not only ultimately the cessation oflfut also death in its incipient forms
restlessness, boredom, frustration, meaninglessaagsemptiness. Whom the Dev
cannot deceive, he tries, to destroy, and whom dmat destroy, he attempts
deceive. Here is the working of the Devil.

The Call to Arms

"Well," you say, "this is all very depressing. | wid rather not think about it." S

hjoining committees or mustering some kind of phgbgtruggle against these forces.
s®aul says the weapons of our warfare are riot tanoa fleshly, they are not of the
body. Our weapons are mighty, through God, untgthiéng down of strongholds and
bringing into captivity every thought (Ah! theretlse arena. It is the realm of thought,
. it is the realm of ideas)bringing into captivityezy thought to the obedience of Christ.
WSThat is victory!

ne
H Do you think that is not challenging? That is threagest challenge any ear can ever

hear! Do you think that is not demanding? That desanore courage and manhood
than any other cause which has ever been knowreimorld! Do you think that is not
exciting? That is the most exciting call which lea®r gone out to men anywhere! "Be

n trong in the Lord and in the strength of his might

. S
5

Our gracious Father, thank you for a truth thattehsius, startles us, wakens us, prods
us, disturbs us. Thank you, Lord, for a word ofiitgavhich speaks to us in the midst
of our complacency and lethargy and stirs us wgewlife as it really is. How easily we

dWouId drift on in futile weakness, never raisingjreer against the deterioration of life

and the destruction of body and soul, were it pottis word of challenge which calls

'us back, wakes us up, and makes us to see. Laah tes to bow in humility before this

word and to say to the Holy Spirit, O Great TeadcbeGod, open these Scriptures,

5

)fteach them to us, make them real." In Christ's.enakmen.

When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palze, his goods are in peace;
but when one stronger than he assails him and ovesmes him, he takes away his
garmor in which he trusted, and divides his spoil. ¢ who is not with me is against
Lime. and he who does not gather with me scatters.yke 11:21-23).

Df
ilChapter 2. Beginning the Battle
(0]

We have a challenge before us, clearly soundeteémassage from Ephesians which
forms the basis for our stud In order to meet thallenge to be "strong in the Lord,"
we must expect to learn much about this kingdorawilf these wicked spirits in high
places whom Paul says lie behind the insolublelprotof human evil.

[¢)

)
y The Apostle indicates that the only ones who cawessfully battle against the Devil's

would I, but I have discovered that you cannotayeay from it that way. There is onl
one way in which we can ever handle this struggh #at is to be strong in the Lo
and in the power of his 'might. That is the wayes€ape, and there is no other.

dforces are Christians. "For we are not contendgaret flesh and blood" Who are the



"we"? Surely this is not man, in general, but thase Christians who are indicated
the word "we."

The world struggles because of the powers of bwt,the Christian wrestles again
them. Now this is not a position that is pecul@Ptul, but it is a consistent teaching
through the Bible. The Bible indicates at n evdihyreen are victims of these invisibl
forces. All men therefore, without exception, aietimns; but only believers can b
victors.

No Threat from Within

Jesus himself makes this point absolutely cleaerdlis a story in Luke of our Lord!
reaction that was presented to him as he to thikealye was casting out demons. TH
activity of our Lord, by the way, is an area of msnistry which is continually
guestioned by those who choose to approach thetwes intellectually. They do nd
like this business of casting out demons it inaasiways. We will say more about b
in the biblical account certain ones said his gbiib cast out demons came from I
relationship with Beelzebub, the prince of demaa®ther name for Satan. They sa
it was by Satan's power, by Beelzebub's Powerhinatas casting out demons.

Beelzebub means "Lord of the garbage." The Jewarded hell as a cosmic garba
dump and in a real sense they were right, forithexactly what hell is--a wasted life,
garbage dump. And because a garbage pile alwagstattlies, they called Beelzeby
the Lord of the Flies. These people were accusasgs] of casting out demons by t
authority of Beelzebub, the Lord of the flies.

But Jesus said, "No, you are quite wrong. If tharevtrue, then obviously Satar|'s

kingdom would be divided against itself, and Satawld actually be pitted against th

demons under his authority." Jesus states verylgithat Satan never does that. Saf|

never fights against himself. He is too clever, ¢ooning, far too astute ever to divid
his forces in that way, for be knows that if he,diis kingdom would fall. Jesus i
suggesting, therefore, that any man who is underctntrol of Satan has no hope
deliverance apart from an outside, interveningdottdere is how he puts it: 'When

strong man, "fully armed, guards his own palacgdaoods are in peace" (Luke 11:21

Who is the "strong man?" Satan. What is the "p&lacehe world. Who are the
"goods?" Mankind everywhere. In the Luke 11:21-28g9age which presents th
figure of the strong man there are three greatjples which emerge. The first is th

n"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his owgahis goods are in peace." There
can be no threat from within to Satan's controlsljust here that our Lord puts his
finger on the reason for the continual failure bé tusual methods men employ to

stcorrect evils and wrongs -the usual methods ofrnefd hey fail because, they do not

LIFome to grips with the potential problem. All odfoets to correct the evils we see in

b life are simply rearrangements of the difficultié¥e succeed only in stirring them

e around a bit until they take a different form. Buir methods can never solve the
central problem of evil because they cannot congrifts with the power of Satan. As
C. S. Lewis so aptly put it, "No clever arrangemehtbad eggs will make a good
omelet." When the full cycle of problems is runatigh, it begins again, and we say,
"History repeats itself."

SiSTried, But Not True

t What are the usual methods of human reform? You lsarthem easily. Almost
L tinvariably they are legislation, education, and iamproved environment. Every
igoroblem we face is usually approached by using afner a combination of, these
iidhree. Legislation is law, it is merely the contodithe outward man and has nothing to
do with ' and cannot do anything to, the inward niadoes not change the basic nature
of man but merely restricts him under certain cbods.
e
JaEducation is one of the worst so-called remediesafderanged personality, a twisted
pmind. The position of Scripture is that all of ug &orn into this world with twisted
hdninds. (Some are more twisted than others: theytlaeones that we call "twisted
minds". To educate a twisted mind is but to makmaadte clever in its wickedness. The
educated criminal is a far more clever, more sulmtiere difficult criminal, to catch.
The educated mind, approaching human personalitylgms, throws a shiny patina of
eknowledge over them which only serves to cover dhierreal difficulties. Education
a'qloes not basically change man; it only makes hirreratever.

e
s An improved environment does not change him, eitWéren you take a man out of the

oslums, for example, and put him into a nicer envinent, you do absolutely nothing to
athe man himself. In a little while he will make thew environment a slum as well.

).

Now | do not mean to suggest that we scuttle thieskitional approaches to reform.
isThey have certain values, but they do not comeifis gvith the basic problem. This is
atwhy, after a lifetime of trying to change man withese methods, those who are

man, alone against Satan, is powerless and hop@&laissis the unchanging position ¢f knowledgeable thinkers in this area always end itip avterribly black outlook on life.

Scripture. John says, "We [Christians] know at we & God, and the whole world i
in the power of the wicked one" (John 5:19).

It is the position of the Bible that the world Ha#len under the control of Satan. N
the world of trees and mountains and lakes and-$eaisis God's world--but the worl
of organized human society has fallen under therebof Satan and there is n

s Listen to these words by Bertrand Russell, of whams,a friend used to say, "there is
none whomer," the high priest of the cult of freeiders:

btThe life of man is a long march through the nightrounded by invisible foes, tortured
1 by weariness and pain, toward a goal that few apeho reach and where none can
o tarry long. One by one as they march our comradasshk from our sight, seized by the

possibility of an escape apart from an intervenfimm without. For, as Jesus say

ssilent orders of omnipotent death. Brief and poe&slis man's life. On him and all his



race the slow, sure doom falls, in pitiless anckdBtind to good and evil, reckless ¢
destruction, omnipotent matter rolls on its relesgl way. For man, condemned todayf

f educated--those who, "thinking themselves wisepimecfools," and change the glory
tof God into a lie.

lose his dearest, tomorrow himself to pass thrahghyates of darkness, it remains only

to cherish, ere yet the blow falls, the lofty thbtgythat ennoble his little day.

Those eloquent words catalog the sheer despairwhioh man falls when he is fa
from God. There is a growing sense of despair eviegye you turn today. It is th
unconscious realization of man's helplessness Satan.

From Darkness to Light

Now look at the next verse and our Lord's wordd.ike 11: 22: "But when one
stronger than he assails him and overcomes hirtaree away -his armor in which h
trusted, and divides his spoil." Who is this "stgenone?" It is Jesus. He is speaking
himself. He says when a strong man, fully armedrdsi his palace, his goods are
peace and nothing can be done about it, least bfyahe goods themselves. But whg
one who is stronger comes, he breaks the poweatainSHere is the second princip
the Lord is revealing in this passage; it is theddjnews" of the gospel. We sing it:

He breaks the power of canceled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.

In the mystery of the cross of Jesus and in theepaf his resurrection, applied b
faith, we men and women who have been born intaceety which is under the contrg

of the satanic mind, discover that the force whiaims us is broken and its power

canceled.

That is why this Christian gospel is so exclusiVkat is why Christians are perfectly

justified when they say there is no other answethtoproblems of man; there is n
other power which can touch the basic problem ahdmu life. There is only ong
"stronger one" who has come into the world anddmase to grips with the power g
this dark spirit and broken his power over humém li

How many there are who can testify to this throughbe Christian centuries! Not onl
prostitutes and alcoholics and dope addicts, nbt those who have been gripped |
the power of evil habits, but also those who haeenbheld by the power of ev
attitudes---temper, lust, self-righteousness, tntss, and pride.

The strongest chains are not those around the Ibotiground the mind. The writers

Scripture make that clear. In one place we redte §od of this world has blinded tte
minds of the unbelievers" (2 Corinthians 4:4). At great document on human

liberty, the Epistle to the Romans, opens with thadic thought. Paul suggests that

But the gospel declares that Jesus Christ has tomset men free. John says Jesus
came into the world "to destroy the works of th@ John 3:8). There is no adequate
r explanation of his coming apart from that. Paulsshg has "delivered us from the
e dominion of darkness and transferred us to the ddng of his beloved Son."
(Colossians 1:13). Paul himself was chosen as aastlapto the Gentiles, and, in that
dramatic conversion experience on the Damascus,Readaid to the Lord whom he
saw in his glory, "What will you have me to do?%ue replied, "Stand upon your feet;
for | have appeared to you for this purpose deiliggyou from the Gentiles--to whom |
send you that they may turn from darkness to kgtat from the power of Satan to God"
e(Acts 26:16-1 41).

of

af his is what the gospel is for; it has no otherpose. If we try to channel it first into

srsmaller areas of life, such as applying it to sootmcerns, we only reveal how far we

[ehave mistaken Its The gospel will ultimately firtd way there, certainly, but it must
make its first impact upon this basic problem ofnlam life. Mankind is in the grip a
power which it is helpless to do anything abouinky one who can deliver us from it is
Jesus Christ. He has already done so in the mystdris cross and through the power
and glory of his resurrection.

When a person believes that and commits himselhtast, he discovers that the gospel
becomes practical in his own experience. This isatwhe call "conversion." But

conversion is only the beginning of the battle;ywveoon, a new Christian becomes
| aware of the evil forces at work to destroy himhéfgoes no farther in his new life than
. .to believe his sins are forgiven, he will remairbitndage to those sins, living a life of

<

" conflict and frustration. But the battle is foughh the ground that we have been
delivered from the dominion of darkness, and browgit of the power of Satan into the
kingdom of God.

,oThe Crisis
f

Returning to the passage in Luke, we have seen, firat man alone is helpless against

the power of Satan. Next, our Lord speaks of therdition that is available through

belief in him, who has destroyed Satan's power. fimally, our Lord reveals one other
ilyprinciple in this passage: "He who is not with rmeagainst me, and he who does not
| gather with me scatters” Luke 11:23). He is sayiace that it is not possible to take a
neutral stand and at mere profession is not safficiThere are always those who say,
"l understand something of the gospel, and | masfess that | believe there is much
of value in the Christian faith. | am a friend dfiGtianity. | believe that it has a great
moral impact to bring into our world, but | do ncére to go so far as personally
receiving Christ." | think | will remain neutral.

pf

he

greatest antagonism against the gospel does na from the uneducated but from t

e



Jesus says this is impossible. There is no newytréle who is not with me is againg
me." He who has not received deliverance is stitlar the bondage and control of t
dark powers of Satan. There are no exceptions.

t our thoughts and reactions. And we are absolutelgléss to do anything about this
neuntil that power is broken by the acceptance ofQhe who has come to of the Devil.

If you have not known that deliverance you can kriomow. Perhaps you have had to

This is why Christ is the crisis of history. He Epmf himself that way-as the divider of say, "If what you have said is true, then | anl stil unbeliever. | am still under the

men. As he looks at men, there are only two grolipsre are those who are whol
with him because they are of him--they have reakivien, know him, love him, ang

ypower of Satan." Then the gospel comes to you noavthis is its message: In one
moment of time you can pass from death into life.ohe moment of commitment,

have partaken of his life. And there are those afgagainst him. "He who is not with trusting Christ and his work, no longer reckoniqgpu anything you are trying to do to

me is against me."

"On the other hand,” some are tempted to say, "Wathis is the case, then | want {
be a Christian, but | don't know about all this &ma/ control. | am willing to along with
the outward forms. I'm willing to join the churchut inwardly | still believe in
directing my own life and running my own affair@lt Jesus says you cannot do th
"He who does not gather with me scatters."

make you good enough, you can say, "Lord, here .aGave me." You pass in that
moment from death into life. That is what convensi®. In those words you will open
othe door which permits him to do his saving work.

Our Father, may those who have been seeking fovaaapass now from darkness into
afight, from the power of Satan into the kingdomGxfd, and be delivered, set free. For
us, Lo , who have already experienced this and keomething of the reality of this

delivering power in our life, we pray that we magver forget that we, have been set

There is one thing which will reveal whether yoe avith him or against him: th¢ free, that Jesus did this for us when we could atbing for ourselves. May we have a

influence of your life. Jesus Christ has come itite world to gather together th
children of God. His is a gathering influence, kiag down divisions, binding heart
together, reuniting families, making people to ltegether in harmony, breaking dow
the barriers of race, healing wounds, bringingameitogether. But there is also a for
which scatters, which divides. What is it? It idf-eenteredness. This is the mo
divisive force known in human life. When people &ingether, the thing that split
them apart is their vested, concern in their ovais. They are self-centered.

Victor or Victim?

Therefore, the great question of life is: "Whabé&sic character of your life? Is it sel
centeredness? Or is it self-givingness? Are yoth Wiin or against him? Are you wit
him in a healing wholesome ministry join a groupfamily, an organization, a,

nation, are you a divisive factor? Do you line Wp® you cause them to quarrel with

one another, come to odds with one another?

What, about your own family? You say you are a &lamn. All right. Are your children
drawn closer to the faith because of you? Or agg tieaking away from it because
you? Our Lord cuts right to the core of life. Lifeabsolutely laid bare and is judg
finally on the basis of our relationship to him.eTavidence of that relationship is t
influence that we exercise.

]

e heart filled with love for him, who loved us andvgahimself for us. We pray in his
5 hame, Amen.

n
ce
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S Chapter 3. The Strategy of Satan

From beginning to end the picture given in the 8ilsl that all human beings, without
exception, regardless of how clever or educatedutiured they may be, if without
Christ, are helpless victims of satanic control.deinthe control of satanic forces
f-human beings are uncomfortable and unhappy, bytate also completely unable to

N escape by any wisdom or power of their own.
i}

But the good news is that some have been setdoeee have been delivered. Through
the coming of that "stronger one," Jesus himsdip wame "to destroy the works of the
devil," deliverance is obtained. Through the amaznystery of the cross and the
resurrection, Jesus has broken the power and beraf&atan over human lives. Those
Dfwho individually receive and acknowledge this (tisathose who believe, for Scripture
dalways: addresses itself to belief) are set frekvéoin the freedom and liberty of the

€children of God.

The question each person must ask of himself i) A victor, or a victim?" Then w

But they are not set free to live unto themseldsat is a common misconception.
Many believe that Christ has come into their libgsasmeans of the cross, and the things

must realize that we are helpless to do anythimgiathis ourselves. Nothing we can diowhich have bound them and blasted them and ruineah thave been stricken away,
in ourselves can change this situation. We ardraet We are not able to carry out opirand they have been set free to do as they pleakee s they want to live.
own decisions except in a limited area, and itusilbusion of freedom which makes uUs

imagine that we are free, unrestrained individuatscording to the Bible, apart fro
Christ we are under the unbroken, absolute coofrah evil force which is controllin

Not so, we are set free in order to battle. Thagiswhich comes to all Christians. We
are not set free merely to enjoy ourselves. Wesatefree in order to do battle, to



engage in the fight, to overcome in our own livaas] to become the channels by whi
others are set free.

We must now give closer attention to the actuadcaeh of the battle. If this conflict is
the basic problem of human life, how much devolwesn us in conducting or fightin
this battle? How do we accomplish this? Paul'swansn one Phrase: "Put on th
whole armor of God." Full provision has been maateuls to win the battle. This is th
amazing truth we must learn. it is something wel@®l take seriously--God has ma
full provision for us to fight these great and pofukforces which hold world in theif

grip.

ciNow, the questions we must ask are, "What is theeige strategy of the Devil? How
does he plan to do this? How is it that he keepsatbrld in such bondage?" The only
one in all history who has ever consistently deféahe Devil, not only in his life but
also in his death, is the Lord Jesus Christ. Hehmifinger squarely upon the strategy
) and the tactics of Satan when he said, 'The devd liar and a murderer from the
ebeginning” (John 8:44). The strategy of the Dewitd murder. The tactic by which he
e accomplishes this is to lie. If we consider thebeapes carefully, we will see how
jeaccurate the are.

How does the Devil plan to oppose the work of Godhie world? By murdering, by
destroying. One of the names given to the Devithie Book of the Revelation is

But it would be a mistake to begin our discussinre®amination of the armor of Gog. APollyon, the "Destroyer.” What is it to destroyad to create chaos, to lay waste, to

If we start there we find that this figure of arngtrikes us with a note of unreality;
seems like a game. We will end up talking abouthenarmor of God, but we cann
start there. Rather, we must begin b seeing wlstit are opposed by. Armor is mai
for defense, and we will find no value in thesecBgedesigned for our defense until |
see what we are defending against. Let us reabmeething of the cleverness, th
cunning wiliness of the forces against which we bagtling and we will begin tg
appreciate the armor with which we have been pealid

Armed with Cruel Hate

For now, | want primarily to look at this phraseRdul's, "The wiles of the devil." Th
first step for any soldier in training is to beroduced to weapons which the enemy W

use against him. The Devil is a very cunning anlg sirategist. Martin Luther is quite

right when he writes,

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great
And, armed with cruel hate:
On earth is not his equal.

The record confirms this truth. Read the Old Testatnand. you will see that eve
saint, every prophet, every patriarch, every ontefgreat and glorious kings of Isra
was defeated at one time or another by the devil.

The wisest and greatest of men are absolutelydssph attempting to outwit the DeV
by themselves. Yet, as we have already seen, thle Bidicates that it is quite possib
to walk in victory. James says, "Resist the dewd he will flee from you" (James 4.7
Think of that. This clever, cunning strategist whas held the world in defeat fq
centuries, whom no man is able to out-maneuvet,fle# from you when you learn
like Paul, not to be ignorant of his devices.

t ruin, to make desolate. There you have the exptamdor the whole tragic story of

sthuman history: A Destroyer at work among men. OwdGs a God of beauty,

Hdharmony, order, and perfection, of love, of liglid grace. There is enough evidence

vdeft in the world of nature, including our own bgjrand in the world of ideas, to see

ethis marvelous symmetry, beauty, and perfectioGod. God is a god of harmony and
order. The world was created as orderly, and tidldes man.

But then a Destroyer came on the scene. It isdlight to smash, to tangle, to twist, to
mutilate, to disfigure, to darken, and to blaséwery way he can. It does not make any
difference whether it is bodies or souls, fleshdmas, matter or spirit, the aim of the
. Devil is exactly the same in every case. That iy Wie Devil can never offer anything
"”Positive to human life. He can make nothing. Herager made anything, and he never
will make anything. All he can do is destroy whaidchas made. His power is totally
negative, completely destructive in every way.

What are e tactics the Devil employs? He destrgyddeeiving, by lying, by distorting,
by counterfeiting, by play-acting and masquerading,illusion and fantasy. This is
what Paul calls "the wiles of the devil." Read tigb the Bible and see how many
times the work of the Devil is referred to in tlanner--the snares, the traps of the
devil, the illusions, the stratagems, the wiles. Stall content ourselves now with a
general survey of these wiles, and in the next telnape will take a much look at actual
tactics the Devil is employing in your life and rairio defeat us and keep us in

ylweakness, to ruin and lay waste our lives.
e

The Bible makes clear that the tactics of the D&lil into two major divisions. He
attacks the human race both directly and indirecHe is capable of a direct
confrontation with human beings, and an indireqorapch. And through these two
avenues he maintains worldwide control over the @fcmen. The Bible indicates that
" there are fallen hosts of angels called "demon$ibrw Paul refers to here as "the
" principalities and powers, the world rulers of #péritual hosts of wickedness in

e

Now, "heavenly places" does not mean far off in eaimere. "Heavenly" means "the

realm of the invisibilities," the invisible reakis of life. The Devil and his hosts are not



visible. That is what he is saying. The Devil'siatt is in this realm of the invisible
reality of life, the heavenly places, where God kgor

In the Bible we are told very little of the origiof the Devil and his angels. But there
enough written to suggest that here was a beirgtenteoriginally as in angel of migh

A Careful Distinction

What is our reply to that? Simply this: First, tBiéole is not as primitive a book as
ismany people imagine; it is very careful to distiigfubetween mental illness and
t demon possession. The writers of the Scriptures wertainly aware of this distinction.

and strength and beauty and power. There is a taiefence to the fall of this great One of them, Luke, a physician himself, was celyafitquainted with the distinctions

angel, whose name was Lucifer, and who was liffedw pride. Pride is always th
mark of the Deuvil. Lifted up by pride, he choseriteal God and, in doing so, he fe
from his station of might and glory and beauty Bedame the Devil (Isaiah 14: 1 2-1
Luke 10: 18). He drew a third of the angels wittmhiand these constitute th
principalities and powers, the organized kingdomdafkness as opposed to t
kingdom of God. It is through these lists of wickgalrits that Satan is able to make
direct assault son human life.

This direct assault covers what the Bible referagddemon possession," the outrig
control of human personality by the power of a witkspirit. It also extends to sug
activities as soothsaying, occultism, spiritism gpiritualism), and related black mag
arts such as astrology, horoscopes, voodooisnurfettelling, and the like.

A word of warning is in order right here. Therens question that there is mug
chicanery and deception in is whole field of blas#gic. There are charlatans at wg
who make their living off the superstitious feafgpeople and who engage in decepti
tricks which give the impression they are genuitedling with the occult. It is very

e between physical diseases and mental illnessesl@mdn possession (Luke 4:40-41).
I In Matthew also, a careful distinction is made tesw those who were afflicted by
b;diseases, those who were demon possessed, andihoseere lunatic or mentally ill
e(Matthew 4:24).

ne

&econd, it is important to notice that the biblicakes of demon possession do not
conform to the clinical pattern of any known merdmease. There are diseases of the
body and there are diseases of the mind. Disedgbe mind, like those of the body,

hpresent standard clinical patterns which can belileaecognized. But when you

hexamine carefully the biblical accounts of demossgession, you find these do not fit

cany of the standard patterns of mental diseases; dile not the same thing, they do not
conform.

hin the first place, there is always a debasing eldnin the biblical cases of demon
rkpossession, an uncleanness, a moral debasememinAl® biblical accounts of demon
vegossession there was an immediate recognition bydémon of the character and
identity of the Lord Jesus Christ. When Christ agghed these demons, many times

difficult to tell the difference between the germiiand the false in this field. Great careghey would call out and say, 'What have we to dihwbu, thou Son of God?" They

must be displayed by anyone attempting to invesigaWhile there is a great deal
smoke, the Bible makes clear there is considerfitdeas well. There is truth behin
this black magic.

The Bible warns consistently against dabbling iasth matters. Under the law tk
people of Israel were strictly forbidden to havetaing to do with wizards "that pee
and mutter," those who try to make contact withdead or deal with the world of th
occult. This prohibition was largely because anyesiigation into this realm
immediately lays one open to powers beyond memske makes possible control a
influence beyond the will of the individual invesiting. This is dangerous ground.
fact, it often opens the way to outright demon pss®n.

As to this subject of demon possession, | am vesly aware there are people who 3
incredulous. They say, "Surely you believe in thHand of stuff any more. In this
twentieth-century-day you're not telling us there such things as demons! After &
the days in which the Bible was written were pringittimes and people believed
that type of thing, but we're much better infornmexlv. What was once called demd
possession we now know to be only mental illnesd, @e can treat it with drugs an
other therapy."

pfused titles for him which the victims they were gessing were not at all acquainted
0 with. There is often this immediate and strangevgedion of the authority of Jesus
Christ.

eFurther, there is always the presence of a totdillfinct and different personality
p involved. In some cases many personalities werehmd, as in the incident when
e Jesus asked the name of the demon and the reply'Mpsiame is Legion; for we are
many" (Mark 5:9). Finally, there is the ability ¢ime part of Christ to transfer demons
ndrom an individual to animals. How do you expldire tcase of the Gadarene swine? If
ndemon possession is merely mental sickness, sfanly hallucination, or if it is some

kind of schizophrenia, then bow can the demons heftethe man and entered the

swine, causing them to rush down the hillside armvd themselves in he sea? These
recases simply do not conform to any clinical patfrknown mental disease.

I,A third factor is that Jesus himself invariably ciésed these cases as demon session,

nand he treated them that way. In sending out Bigfles he gave them authority to cast

nout demons. "Well," someone says, "we have an eafitan for that. It is simply a

d recognition that Jesus was accommodating himseffedhought of the men of his day.
They believed in demons and devils and he is sirap&aking their language.” But it is
impossible to take that position and be consisteitt the rest of the account Of
Christ's ministry, for we see him constantly cotireg misconceptions like that. On one




occasion he said to his disciples concerning anatiadter, "If it were not so | have tol
you." He came to reveal the truth about things.

Throughout the Christian centuries there have bemtious outbreaks of demo
possession described by missionaries in many laltdis a rather commonplac
phenomenon in many places in our world today. Ani isignificant, | think, that

wherever Christian teaching spreads, the direetudtssf these evil powers upon human

life is kept in abeyance. Even secular teachingichvlis based upon the Bible arn

0 deviousness, circuitry, something not obvious. Wedto examine this more thorough
for the major attack of the Devil and his powersiagt human life is not by direct
means, but indirect-by satanic suggestions thraligmatural and commonplace events

h of life.

al

Channels of Subversion

dThis indirect approach comes largely through twalimer channels. One is what the

Christian values and is moral and uplifting, hasaility to keep these manifestationsgiple calls "the world," the other, "the flesh.” Vééten hear the idea, "The enemies of

under control.

But when education becomes purely secular and siéhé@&Bible and God, then, eve
though men and women reject superstition and psadedegree of sophistication abg
these matters, this is not enough to keep thesengoat bay. As our world grows mo
and more godless and more and more secularizedyilvénd an increasing tide of]
demonic manifestation creeping into our culture ersthuating itself into our civilized
life. There is no power in man to withhold thesamstand against them.

When Christians are confronted with what we suspeademon possession the o
thing we are told to order to help such peopleoisptay. These cases of dem
possession, Jesus said, yield to concerted andsteets prayer. Prayer is th
recommended therapy in any case of this type. kegjive ourselves to prayer ar
nothing more.

For the sake of a balanced perspective, | must $agi there is altogether too muc
concern among Christians about this matter of demoassession. | know certai
Christians who feel they must bind Satan beforg ttee anything. When the go into
room to have a meeting, they will pray to bind goevers of darkness. | know othe
who ascribe every common problem of human life dme manifestation of demo
activity.

The New Testament gives absolutely no warranttisrtiype of approach. The apostl
very seldom mention the direct attack of Satanreggjdiuman beings. There are a fé
instances of it, but after our Lord had physicadéjt the world there seem to be
diminution of evidences of demonic activity. Thesek were stirred up by his presen
on earth, but to a large degree faded away aftéefheso that in the Epistles we do n
find the same concern for demonic activity as wéndihe Gospels.

There is much about Satan in the letters of Pauthare is little of the direct attack @
satanic forces. Nowhere do we read that Chris@aesnstructed to go around bindir
the powers of darkness before we enter a roomabwta are to ascribe all the comm
problems of life to demonic activities. The ideadt in the New Testament.

By far, the majority of the attacks of the Devilaamst Christians are not direct b

the Christian are the world, the flesh, and theiD'eas though these were three equally
powerful enemies. But there are not three. Theonig one enemy, the Devil, as Paul
nbrings out in Ephesians 6. But the channels ofrfdsect approach to men are through
uthe world and the flesh. Earlier in Ephesians,ingito Christians, the apostle says,
e

And you he[that is, Christ, the stronger one,” who comesetbus freemade alive,
when you were dead through the trespasses and simswhich you once walked,
following the course of this world[there is the first channel, the worldpllowing the
prince of the power of the air[there is a description of the Devithe spirit that is
nenow at work in the sons of disobedience (Ephesia@sl-2).

DN

F He says, "Do not forget, you Christians, that yimw, once were following the course
dof this world-under the grip and in the controltbé prince of the power of the air, the
evil spirit which is now at work in all the childref disobedience." Further, he says,

1-"and these we all once lived in the passions of ouitesh [there is the flesh]
N following the desires of body and mind"Oh " you say "we were not aware of any
@ control of the devil." No, of course not. You dichat you felt like doing, the natural
Sdesires of the body, and the mind. You respondetese so-called "natural” stimuli],
N and so [because, we were doing these things, foliog the course of this world
under the direction of the prince of the power of lhe air, and obeying the impulses
of the body and the mind] we were by nature childrae of wrath, like the rest of
egnankind (Ephesians 2:3).
AN
aDo you see how consistently the Bible presents thiture? Now, the most basic of
C&hese two channels of approach to subverting thist@2in life is the flesh. When the
DiBjble speaks about the flesh, of course, the termsed in a symbolic sense. Many of
us, when we approach middle age, are troubled tedhmuch flesh. But that is not the
sense in which the Bible uses the term. The flesthis context, is not our bodies not
f the meat and blood and bones of our physicalllifis. a time which describes the urge
gto self-centeredness within us, that distortiomwfan nature which makes us want to
brbe our own god that proud ego, that uncrucified sdiich is the seat of willful
defiance and rebellion against authority.

itYou recognize that we are all born with this. Narfeus bad to go to school to learn

indirect. That is why they are called the "Wilesf the Devil. Wiliness means

how to do these things. Who taught us to lie? Wauglt us to be proud and bitter and



rebellious and defiant and self-centered? We neadrto take classes in these, did w
We were all experts in them by the time we werelyda o to school. We were an bo
with the flesh, and- it is the presence of thisahhinakes us sinners.

James calls this the wisdom which is from benewathich is, "earthly, unspiritual
devilish" (James 3:15). Devilish! It is the Devittacking indirectly through the

essential character of human nature, distortingvisting it, and changing it from wha

God intended. Paul says in Romans, as J. B. Bhillgmslates it, "Everyone has sinn
and has missed the beauty of God's plan” (Rom&3.3:

The Kingdom of Satan

The world, on the other hand, is the corporate esgion of all the flesh-centere
individuals who make up the human race. Since kbghfis in every one of them-
acting satanic, devilish, sensual, earthly--thaltobmbined expression of such bein
constitutes the world and determines the philosagtthe world. It is that tremendou

efeachings--and the spread of the gospel througthmutvorld which makes possible
nthose moments of enjoyment of life which even tbe-Christian is able to know.

We thank you, Father, that the victory is alreadynwThank you for the privilege we
have of moving over into the kingdom of God, and tfte chance to stop fighting a
battle already lost and to begin to fight a badtteady won. In Christ's name, Amen.
t
ed
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strengthof his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand againghe wiles of the devil. For we
are not contending against flesh and blood, but agsst the principalities, against
the powers, against the world rulers of this presdndarkness, against the spiritual
ghosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefotake the whole armor of
. God, that you may be able to withstand in the evitlay, and having done all, to
g§tand (Ephesians 6:10-13).
S

pressure of the majority upon the minority to confp adjust, keep in step, not to Chapter 4. The Tactics of Terror

digress or to be different. When the Bible addre#self to Christians it says,

"Be not conformed to this world"; that is, "Do rlet the world squeeze you into it
mold." Why? Because the world is flesh-centeressHigoverned, and as Jesus saig
Nicodemus, 'That which is born of the flesh islite§lohn 3:6). In order to be change
it must be born of the Spirit. So this is the wetidt human society which insists ¢
satanic value judgments and is guided by sataimde and philosophy. While the worl
is totally unaware o it, nevertheless, it is untthercontrol of satanic philosophy.

Remember this--the aim, the goal of Satan in &l ¢kever stratagem, by which he h
kept the human race in bondage through these hdsmdrfecenturies, is to destroy, 1
ruin, to make waste. That is his purpose towardamadime. A young man | know, wh

Some time ago | heard of a mental hospital that dedsed an unusual test to
S determine when patients were ready to go back tioworld. They brought any

©andidates for release into a room where a taptwvaed on and water was pouring out
dover the floor. Next they handed the patient a g told him to mop up the water. If
Nthe patient had sense enough to turn off the tépréoenopping up the water, he was
 ready to out into society. But if, as in the casenay, he started mopping up the water
while the tap was still running, they knew moretneent was needed.

ASVhen we laugh at that, | am afraid we are lauglingurselves, because that is what
Omany of us are doing. Each Christian, facing thesq®al world in which he lives, is
O given the mop of truth and told to use it. But ve@ only help in that world if we have

had been raised in church, though he is only twenty years old, has already becomenough intelligence to conquer first the evil whistpouring into our own hearts from

a mental and physical wreck. Why? Because he hasduaside from the truth an
followed the philosophy of Satan. Satan is accoshpiig his aim, destroying this lif
which God loves. That is what he is attempting donadth us. Against this, we who a
Christians are called to bat not only for oursehasswe will see in this account, but f
others as well.

Battling against these forces of darkness is whatas human life possible on th
earth. If Christians, who are the salt of the ganbre not giving themselves to 3
intelligent battle with Satan and satanic forcéghtfng along the lines which Pau
suggests--being "strong in The Lord and in the powfehis might," it would be
absolutely impossible for human life to exist ors flanet.

If this were not going on, life on earth would beechorrible, unending bell. It is th
presence of Christians-and those who are affeciedhéir testimony and by thei

d these world rulers of present darkness.

1%

E That is exactly what the Apostle Paul is urgingephesians 6:10-13. We can be of no
)rpossible help in the solutions of world problemsl@sy as we remain part of the
problem. Therefore this whole passage is desigoedwaken us and to call our
attention to the need for understanding the naificer problem. As we have seen, it is
Sthrough the channels of the world and the flesh the Devil makes his indirect and
Nmost insidious attack upon human life. The "world"human society, blindly and
| universally accepting false values, shallow coreegpitd insights, and deluded ideas of
reality. At the same time it almost desperatelyistssupon conformity to those
standards and insights. The flesh is that urgeinvitls toward total independence,
toward being our own little gods and running ourrld® to suit ourselves. It is that
b continual drift within us toward self-centerednessl selfishness that keeps us from
r being completely His.




You can see immediately that the struggle agahestirifluences of the world and th
flesh is not something remote from us, nor sometlwithich occasionally comes to
certain few Christians. This is a battle in whick are all engaged every moment of @

eunexplainable passions. Sometimes the Devil assailthrough the world with its
amonstrous pressure to keep in line, to not be rdiffe and with its ostracism of those
uwho attempt to swim against the stream. But mosnothe Devil comes in disguise,

lives because the flesh, this inner arena of haatteompanies us everywhere we gothrough the channel of. the flesh-our inner seilwvih silken, subtle, suggestive wiles.

We cannot escape it, we cannot run away from ierdfore we must begin our battle
this point.

But someone says, "l thought that when you becor@réstian, Christ sets you fre
from the kingdom of Satan, and the Devil no longan touch you--that you hay
nothing to do with the Devil anymore." Is that yaancept the Christian life? Nothin
could be more wrong! When YOU become a Christiae attle only begins.

Miserable Christians

It is true the Devil can never totally defeat a iSfiein. Those who are genuinely th
Lord's, who are born again, who have come intovangaelationship with Jesus Chris
are delivered from total defeat. We do not hesitatemphasize that! The Devil cg
never get us back into the position of unconscamrgrol which he once exercised ov
us, as be does over the rest of the world. Bubtingl can demoralize the Christian. H
can frighten us, make us miserable, and defeat ozany ways. He can make us we
and barren and unfruitful in the things of Godislfjuite possible, it least periodically
to be more miserable as a Christian than you eeee Wefore.

The Devil is especially interested in defeating iStlans. After all, the unredeeme
worldling is no problem to him. All the quite sireebut rather pathetic efforts ¢
worldlings to solve the problems of, their livesdiagh legislation, education, and
change of environment do not bother the Devil ia lgast. He is quite content to |
them go on rearranging the pieces of the puzzléowit ever solving it. But theg
presence of every Christian in this world bothbes Devil greatly. Why? Because ea
Christian is a potential threat to the solidarifyttee Devil's kingdom, to his rule ove
the. rest of mankind.

If the Devil did not oppose the Spirit of God, gvendividual Christian, without|
exception, would be a powerful force to destroy Btewil's kingdom of darkness. Ead
Christian would be to others a door of escape 6@ unconscious control of theg
world rulers of present darkness. Every Christiawuld be a corridor of liberty, &
center of light, dispelling the darkness and ignoeaof the world around him.

The Devil cannot let that happen if he can helpadthe attacks the Christian, especig 3?
and particularly. He marshals all his forces agaiss coming sometimes as "a roari gfi

lion" in some catastrophic circumstance which seenkiock us off our feet so that w
cannot stand. At other times he comes as "an amigébht;" alluring, appealing,
offering something that seems to be just the tigimg for the right moment. Or, he wi
take over direct control of human life whenevercha. Thus we find men like Hitle
arising on the world scene from time to time, deimonen, motivated by strange ar

atThat particularly is what the Apostle is warningamgt--the wiles of the Devil.

We must now take a closer look at this flesh withg 'According to the Bible, the
e flesh, in this symbolic sense, is identified witmetbody which ultimately dies. In
e Romans Paul says, "your bodies are dead becausia"afRomans 8: 10). We would
p say, "The body is dying because of sin," but the#ie looks on to the end and says

that it is as good as dead already. We all agréethis. 'We all must die," we say.

In this temporary state before the resurrectionbibdy is the seat of sin or the flesh--

this evil principle of self-centeredness in eachsofTherefore the flesh is going to be
ewith us for life. We may as well face that. We amver going to get away from it. We
t, shall never escape it until at wonderful day of beurrection from the dead. The body
nis dead because of sin, and we live with it, tremesffor life.

er
eThe Devil's Access
ak

»But, the body, soul, and spirit of man are inesloly tied together. No one can
understand this. Where does our soul live in yady® Do you know? No, but you
now that you have a soul, though no one can lotatethe body. The relationship

dbetween the body, soul, and spirit is beyond omnprehension. But because they are

f so inextricably tied together, the flesh, linkedtie body, touches the whole man. It is

aimportant to see this. This means that the Deuvil icdluence us in the body, in the

btsoul, and in the spirit. He has access to the wimale through the channel of the flesh.
Put another way: We are subject to the influencahete world rulers of present
chdarkness through our mind, our feelings, and owddehrough our intelligence, our

r emotions, and our will. We need to see how thiskaohrough the channel of the
mind--the intellect--the Devil makes his appeahtoman pride. Through the channel of
emotions, he works on human fears, and in the reéldeeds--the things we choose to
do or say--the Devil makes his appeal to pleassiree we are essentially sensuous

hbeings.

e

. See how accurately this is illustrated by the stdrizve in the Garden of Eden. We are
told that when she saw that the fruit was gooddod--it offered the pleasant sensation
of eating (the appeal to the body)--and it was lggkieto the eyes--awakening within

[\rer a sense of beauty (the a appeal to the empémaswhen she saw that it was

hagesired to make one wise--the appeal to the prideind, the appeal to intelligence,

eand love of wisdom--she took and ate. These arplgithe channels by which men are
moved, whether by God or the Devil. This is the wagn are. Both of the forces
| outside man which work upon man, God and the Dewibve him through these

r channels: the emotion---the heart; the mind--thelligence; and the will--the power to

dchoose.




Well, you say, "If the Devil and God both move ysthe same channels, what is t
difference?" The difference is simply this: The Dewoves to create an imbalance,
eccentricity. The Devil is the original extremi€od moves, however, toward balang
harmony, and beauty. The difference is not how thegk, but the direction in which
they move.

A Sanity of Balance

The greatness of the gospel is in its appeal tavtinde man, to the whole of life. It i
this fact that reveals its divine origins so clgaflhe gospel touches and explains all
history. It has a world view, and it provides anfework for every science,. ever
endeavor to investigate, every event of history.

The gospel is not content simply to adjust a feabf@ms in man. We often come
Christ asking him to resolve some immediate diffiaituation in which we find
ourselves. But he never stops there. He knowsngsha knows that if he solves th
small problem, here or that small problem therdag touched only a part of our lif
and the rest will remain out of balance, eccentdic.the gospel makes its al to t
whole of man and touches every part of his life.

You can see this in the life of our Lord. Read tBespel records and see what
marvelous balance there is in the Lord Jesus, wadect poise he exhibits in eve
circumstance. He says things which absolutely ehgk the greatest thinkers of I
time, and they listen with astonishment to his woadd insights. Some of them sal
"No man ever spoke like this man."

But he is not all intellect, making his appeal e philosopher alone. As you read t
record, you see that e is also warmly human. Hmistantly expressing compassi

and human concern. He is easy to live with. Furthesus manifests both intelligence

and emotionalism through his deeds. He is not conterely to feel certain things d
to talk about certain great truths, but these fimgir ultimate expression in practic
deeds, in actions--in unforgettable, undeniable nesvelike the cross and th
resurrection.

You can see this wonderful appeal to the whole ahnn the Scriptures. What

marvelous sanity of balance is maintained in tH#eBiThe whole man is ministered tg
-the needs of the soul, the body, and the spailt-kept in a delicate equilibrium with
nothing out of balance. Everything is in harmorhye-imind, the heart, and the w
moved together. When God gets hold of a man, hebég touch every part of his life
Anything less is an incomplete message, a merenieat

| am indebted to Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones for poimfirout that this is beautifully
expressed in one of the familiar hymns of Isaact§vaWhen | Survey The Wondrou
Cross™

naVhen | survey the wondrous cross,

arOn which the Prince. of Glory died

€,
To begin with, my mind is engaged when | think atibe cross, when | give intelligent
consideration to what it means, when | think oftait was involved in that supreme
hour when Jesus hung between heaven and earth,lvgherey the wondrous cross on
which the Prince of Glory died--my intelligencedaptured. | see there are deep and
marvelous things about this event. And then wha¢l,\W moves my emotions:

D
oMy richest gain | count but loss,
y And pour contempt on a my pride.

| am moved, my emotions are immediately involvetiave learned that when people
otalk about the truth of the Word and it does noventhem emotionally, they have not
really understood the truth. Truth is designed gach the heart, to move it and to
sinvolve it. As you go on in this song, you see bmarvelously the emotions are
e involved:
ne

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small
a

YHere is a sense of the grandeur of the work ottbss, the extent of it, and the glory of
ISit,
dl

Love so amazing, so divine.

n

)ﬁ_ove does what? Demands! There is the will beimggelled to action:

N
”

r Demands my soul, my life, my all.

i
e The whole man is totally engaged. That is the wag @orks!

Grotesque Caricatures
a
- But what does the Devil do? Well, he tries to aeaatbalance--to build up one element
of man's nature at the expense of others, to pasto wan extreme, to turn us into
Il persons who are characterized by only one thinsteén of whole persons, we are
. grotesque caricatures of men.

There are many who take pride in emphasizing onegb#heir being above everything

else. First, there are the intellectuals--we dadint "egg heads," "brains." They say
5' there is nothing important in life but the mindethbility to reason, and they give

themselves to the development of this area of Akea result, the are so absentminded,




so impractical, one can hardly live with them! Besa they are out of balance we ¢
them eccentric.

Then there are the emotional people, those who 'Kly, don't talk to me abou
intellectual things. | have no patience with thatiant to experience life, to feel it, an
to enter into things." These people are alwaysdjwon their feelings,' their emotion
Sometimes we call them empty headed" because thayr seem to use what is in thg
heads. These are the people who, when you askuimamnthey think , say, "How do
know what | think until I've heard what | have t&y8" Or they are introverted, alway
feeling around inside, endlessly examining themesehere is nothing wrong wit
self-examination; it is very much a part of the iStian life. But these people never
anything else. They are constantly looking. at thelwes, morbidly examining
themselves, and expressing gloom over what thel fin

Then, of course, there are those who say "I hayeatience with the thinker or with th
feeler. "I'm a man of practicality." "Hardheadedig call them, involved only in deed
and concerned only with practical matters. "Whatydo do)" is always the issue wit
them. All three of these extremes are wrong. They unbalanced--not what Go
intends man to be. It is the Devil who pushes tstinese extremes. It is the Devil wh
takes each of these elements and tries to gef balafhce within them

Take the realm of the mind, for instance. Through wiles of the Devil we arg
encouraged to exalt reason to the exclusion dii.f&ith is a function of the will, thé
soul. That is why faith is the most human charastierof man--because it is a functidg
of the soul--that element of man which is our basativator. That is why everyone cg
exercise faith. You are not human, you are not alee, if you cannot exercise faith
But the Devil tries to move from a balance in thisa by appealing to our pride. W
love to think of ourselves as logicians, justifyiegerything we do on the basis that it
a logical development of a certain premise we Haken. But this exaltation of reasg
opens the door to error and deceit.

One of the great examples of this, which we aregihga good deal about these days
the teaching, in popular books and elsewhere, tti@tBible is too primitive. It no
longer makes its appeal to "grown-up man” to "mame of age." These descriptiy
phrases make their subtle appeal to the pride t#Hléct: "Man come of age”
"Twentieth century man!"

The Bible, the thesis goes, offends the integrftynodern man, strains his credulit
We can no longer accept it as a historical recibiid;simply the attempt on the part
the early church to express things in mythical fofilnese things did not really happ
but are reported as though they happened in ohdérvie might get the great tru
behind them, Man "come of age" does not worry alteeitform in which truth comes
out about the truth itself.

;

hlIContinuing this line of thought, man come of agedseto have a new concept of God.
Man needs to understand God in a different lightat\is this new concept?

t What is this amazing insight to which mature mas bame, through the difficult
d struggle of the ages, having finally grown up ameddme able to see something new
5.about God? What is it? Well, it is that God is pader the Father, as our Lord Jesus
irpictured him (which, in one book is ridiculed ake'tOld Man in the Sky" concept).
God is not a Father, in that sense. The new ideghais God is the "Ground of our
sBeing." If you really want to be an intelligent mahyou want to understand what this
n whole business of Christianity has been drivinglatilong, then move on to this new
oconcept of God--he is the Ground of our Being! Tthisme has been offered as if it
were a revolutionary advance in theological thigkin

The fact is, this idea presents the most primitiwecept about God. Turn to the story of

e the Apostle Paul's journey to the center of intgllalism of his day--the city of Athens-

s -and read his great address to the Athenians os Midlr As he walked around the city,

h he found evidences of a superstitious, ignorard, @agan faith everywhere he went

d even finding an altar that was addressed 'To amblwk God." He said to them, "it is

othe God whom you ignorantly worship that | have eoto declare to you" (Acts
17:23). He started on that level.

2 He said, "Look, you know yourselves that God does dwell in temples made of
2 stone--not the God who made the heavens and theaat all things that are in them.
nYour own poets have recognized the fact that Gawidar from any one of us, for in
nhim we live and move and have our being." Theyaalyeknew that much about God.
. That is the simplest level of faith--primitive flajtthe faith which is the result of an
eignorant searching and groping after God. But ihisugh such teaching as | have been
idescribing that the Devil cleverly succeeds in jougtthe mind of man, through an
nappeal to his pride, out to what he thinks are mewances but in reality are nothing
more than a simple and primitive understanding af.G

i$n the realm of the mind, the Devil is constantlyirtg to create doubt. Here he plants
his heresies and incites false teaching. Falsditegalways takes an extreme position,
eexaggerating one particular aspect of truth andviblg it up out of proportion--
extremism. That is one of the Devil's favorite marexs. He does this even about
himself in trying to make people believe there agsDevil. After all, isn't concealment
an essential ploy in trying to capture some wildve? You try to hide yourself; you
_do not want to be seen. This is what the Devil dblespersuades people that there is
fno such thing as the Devil. Then he is perfecéefto do exactly what he wants to do
pwith humanity.

, But if someone wakes up and refuses to believe thah the Devil comes and says,
"You're perfectly right! Of course there is a DeXlu know it and | know it. But my
power my cunningness, my strategy, and my wiliregesso great that you had better

give all your time and thought in an effort to ca@mne me!" Thus he pushes some over



to another extreme which will lead on to supemstitivoodooism, and other fear-relat
positions.

With Christians, the Devil often works in the reatfthe mind so as to get us ove
concerned in certain points of theology. There #rese Christians who prid
themselves on being Bible students and who knowhallins and outs of theology
They wander through all the dark woods of theolalitifferences and climb the ic
peaks of various doctrines, such as predestinatonthe decrees of God. For them,
that matters is doctrine. Or perhaps it is prophexyBible numerics--they get s
involved studying the numbers of the Bible thatytleed up using computer for the
Bible study.

An Appeal to Fear

Now the realm of feelings yield a prolific area featanic attack. We are so used
believing our feelings. From babyhood we have besed to reacting to the way w

pdaccomplished his purposes. He has destroyed, heulreed, he has laid waste that
which God loves and desires to bless.

r-in the realm of deeds, the Devil works to get sameseek a continual round of
b something new, something exiting--appealing tortlksire continuous pleasure in
. activities. We have to be constantly satisfied wtime exciting activity. The Devil
y pushes others in the opposite direction, into aalled "tradition," which they fiercely
altdefend. They say, 'These people that are foreverimg after new things! Not for me. |
D want the same things for breakfast every morniaglunch every day, for supper every
r night. | come home at the same time, | read theespage of the same paper at the
same hour of the day." Everything is the same, theg avoid any painful adjustments
to changes in their lives.

God never intended life to be lived that way, oe tither way. God's will for man
t¢epresents a great highway right through the ceoitdife where die whole man is
eMministered to. That is where the Lord Jesus wailkmtithat is where the Scriptures take

feel and accepting the way we feel as a legitinaate accurate description of the wayus, if we walk by them.

things are. Nothing could be more foolish. Theraathing that is more uncertain ar
more unrealistic than our feelings. Most of thedithey do not relate to reality at 3
because they are subject to so many influences.

The Devil moves some Christians to live on a plahexhilaration, of constant Whe
they get together, their meetings are a riot otdhaapping, shouting, and religious joy

d

[INow, we've made just a brief survey of this subjédtave said almost nothing about
the Devil's attack through the world, with its #lans, its allures, and its pressures to
conform. "Everybody does it, you, know. This is timething to do." The Devil gets us

4 that way, too. But that is why we have the Scriggutthat is why the Word of God is

-given to us that it might instruct us in all theysaf evil. No wonder we do not escape

-or perhaps in accurately a religious Jag. Otherpiishes to the opposite extrenelf we will not give ourselves to an understandifighese.

They think to express happiness as a Christian snidwémm as sinful. They are gloo
and introspection, morbidity. Or the Devil leadople to shift from one to another
one time they are up and the next moment they anandone day they are upon tdg

m
- But perhaps | have said enough to make you asksgtfutWho is sufficient for these
pthings? How can we possibly understand all this\WW#m hope to win against such a

and the next day, because of their feelings, theylawn in the depths. They live on anvariety of attacks? Who can even grasp, lit alongn&r, these subtle and powerful

emotional teeter-totter. If this describes yountlyeu have already succumbed to {
wiles of the Devil.

This is what keeps some people defeated. The [@etd them exercised about bei
and showing compassion to the point that they eutely anxious all the time, filled
with worry and fretful complaint. But when they stmat is wrong, then he blandl
seeks to push them over to the other side and libegme callous and cynical, n
caring for anybody. The Devil always makes his appethis realm to our fears whil
God makes his appeal to faith. From faith comesham love, but the Devil wants
to give way to our fears.

The one thing Jesus said over and over again tdibégples was, "Fear not. Be n
fearful, be not anxious, be not troubled." Why? &exe, "I am with you," he said
From fear comes despair, the opposite of hope hate] the opposite of love. That
what the Devil is after. If you give way to feamuy will soon be discouraged an
defeated. If you give way to defeat, you will beginhate and the Devil will hav{

hattacks against human life?" Does it leave youirfgetather discouraged) If it does,
then look once more at what Paul is here. His words is: "Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on tHeole armor of God, that you may be
hpble to stand against the miles of the devil."

y You see, here is a provision. Perhaps the mosthiyeattitude we can have in the face
ptof this revelation is to be overpoweringly awareof sense of weakness. It is when we
b recognize we are weak that we are ready to "begtim the Lord and in the strength

sof his might," ready to give intelligent considéoatto what that is and how to do it.

Teach us, Father, to have the humility to admit e have not been doing a very good

btjob on this score, and that we have been snaredlaimd time again by the wiles of the

. Devil. Lord, grant to us a willingness to listerg give careful, thoughtful, and

scontinued attention to the way of victory providbddough Jesus Christ our Lord, who

dhas known all along that we would face this kindoaftle and has been to tell us, but

> we have been so slow of hearing. Lord, make ustateeto his word. In Christ's name
we pray, Amen.




Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, having shod your featith the equipment of the
gospel of peace, above all taking the shield of faj with which you can quench all
the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the hahet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesian$:14-17).

Chapter 5. Into the Armory

The goal of the Devil is always to produce discgeraent, confusion, or indifference.

Wherever we find ourselves victims of a state ofnfusion and uncertair
discouragement and defeat, or an indifferent andtatude toward life or others, w
have already become prey to the wiles of the D&t this need not be so. Th
Ephesians passage we are studying describes @edigate defense against the Deyv,
tactics, and we are urged and encouraged to ufitstrong in the Lord," the Apostl
says, "and in the strength of his might." It is gibke to stand; it is possible t
overcome.

But although this word is very encouraging to tigJane is not enough. It tells us the
is an answer, but it does not tell us exactly whigt Our question always is, "How d
you do this?" How, exactly, do you become strontheLord and in the strength of h
might?"

The Armor Is Christ

The answer is, "Put on the whole armor of God."tTidnow to become strong in th
Lord and in the strength of his might. Paul says,

Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and having shod yotieet with the equipment of the
gospel of peace; above all taking the shield of faj with which you can quench all
the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the hahet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesian$:14-17).

You can see this is highly figurative language. Sehare not entities in themselves |
symbols of something real. In order to understamehnt we must look behind th
figures to the reality. The armor is the way tost®ng in the Lord and in the streng
of his might. The armor is nothing more than a sglicbdescription of the Lord
himself. The armor is Christ and what he is pregpaoebe and to do in each one of (
When Paul speaks of these various pieces of afimois speaking of Christ and ho
we are to regard him--lay hold of him as our defemgainst the stratagems of t
Deuvil. It is not merely Christ available to us, lathrist is actually appropriated.

In Romans Paul clearly declares this concept. dAuthe Lord Jesus Christ and ma

. You are un
thdowncast, depressed, or indifferent, this is tteeelto start; "Gird up your loins with

ke

Apostle says to Timothy, "You then my son, be sjram the grace that is in Christ
Jesus" (2 Timothy 2:1). That is the source of ooraa. Christ is our defense. Therefore
we need to study this armor in order how to laydtaflChrist in a practical way.

General truth, | have discovered, does not helpang much. It is easy to speak in
empty generalities about Christian living. Someimee pick a phrase out of Scripture
and employ it alImost as an incantation or some kihdefense. But that is a grossly
improper use of the Bible.

It is easy for us to say glibly to some Christiahowis struggling through a difficult
time, "Christ is the answer!" Well yes, Christ lietanswer, but how is he the answer?
b That is what we need to know, and this is whatdimor in our text describes. Jesus
eChrist is the answer as a specific defense agsrestific things.

I's

e Before we look at the armor more precisely, thesetao things we must note which
D are brought out in this text. First, there are teoeral divisions or classifications of the
pieces of armor, and these are indicated by treeseaf the verbs which are used. The
first division, covering the first three piecessmmething we have already done in the
ragpast if we are Christians: "having girded your foiwith truth”; "having put on the
o breastplate of righteousness"; "having shod yoet féth the equipment of the gospel
sof peace.” The second division includes those thimich are to be put on or taken up
at the present moment: "taking the shield of faittélke the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit." We are to take up thesgeats of Christ which we take up
again and again whenever we feel under attack.

D

The second thing to note about this armor as described in the text is the order in
which these pieces are given to us. You cannat tésorder in any way. For example,
the reason many Christians fail to exercise therdvad the Spirit is that they have
never first girded UP their loins with truth. Yoarmot do it in reverse order. Scripture
is very exact in this.

e

Tuck Up the Tunic

Now we want to look at the first three item whiabnstitute the first division of this
rmor: "Having girded your loins with truth"--thistalways the place to start whenever

uf? . .
der attack. Whenever you feel discouradeftated, uncertain, confused,

truth."”
s

NThe officers in the Roman army wore short skirtsyv@uch like Scottish kilts. Over
R

dhem they had a cloak or tunic which was securebeatvaist with a girdle. When they
were about to enter battle they would tuck thedwyp under the girdle so as to leave
their legs free and unimpeded for the fight. Gigdthe loins was always a symbol of
eadiness to fight. That is why this is first. Yoannot do battle until you first gird up

no provision for the flesh." (Romans 13:14) Alsaijting to his son in the faith, thg

. the loins with truth,



When you are threatened by discouragement, coldaedssimilar moods, how do yo
fight back? You are to remember that when you becar@hristian you girded up you
loins with truth. What does that mean,

It means to remind yourself that in coming to JeShsist you found the truth behin
all things, you found him who is in himself thettruthe key to life, the secret of th
universe, final reality! You find the truth usedtimat sense earlier in this same lett
"You did not so learn Christ! [that is, in uncleass and licentiousness, etc.]--assum
that you have heard about him and were taught in, s the truth is in Jesus
(Ephesians 4:20-21).

He is the truth, he is reality, he is the key fe,ll'in whom are hidden all the treasur
of wisdom and knowledge." (Colossians 2:3). 'Weligmeone says, "how do YO
that? You say you believe in Jesus, but you havemed him as the authority witho
any evidence to support it. That's blind faith."t Bueryone begins with an act of fait
accepting some principle or person as the finahaity in life. It is either anothe
religious leader or a principle such as the sdienthethod or perhaps nothing mo
than "what at | feel is right."

The distinctive thing about Christianity is thatsds Christ has more clear
demonstrated the right to be accepted as that diytiioan anyone else or any oth
principle. The Christian, therefore, bets his lifea sense, that Jesus Christ is the 1
authority, the true revelation of things as thewllye are. He has objectively
demonstrated it and subjectively confirmed it to ys a Christian.

Faith informed

How did he demonstrate that he was the truth?,Higstvhat he said. Read the thin
he said--incomparable things! He gave the cleansgjhts ever offered in the hearin
of men as to what human life is all about. Evendniemies say so. No one ever saw|
clearly as he, no one ever probed so deeply, ohjsufinger so precisely upon, th
elements which make up human rife and thinkings @lear in what Jesus said that
spoke the truth.

But beyond that, he demonstrated the truth by Whalid. This New Testament reco
is an amazing account Of mighty deeds and histrants. Miracles? Yes, there a
evidences of the intrusion of the spiritual kingdtrat invisible realm of reality--intg
the visible realm. And he capped it all, of coutseshowing that he had solved the 0
problem which is insoluble to every other man-{pheblem of death. He rose from th
dead! Who else has ever done anything like tha# iBhwhy | know Jesus Christ is tH
he solved the problem of death.

This, by the way, is why the enemies of the Scrggufight so fiercely to destroy th
historicity of these. events. They want us to thinttoes not matter whether these we

u historically true. Of course they are historicdllrue, and of course it greatly matters,
r for these events clearly demonstrate that Jeghe isuth.

But it is not only by what he said and by what et tlat we can know he is the truth.
d We can know by what he is now, in this present félgat has he What has he been to
eothers? Look back at your Christian life and itgibaings. Did he deliver you? Has he
erset you free? Has he broken any chains in you? las he been your friend? Has he
ngrought you back into balance and harmony?

It has been pointed out that through the centuries have been calling on others for
help. You may lack courage and say, "John F. Kepnéelp me!" but nothing
edappens. You may lack wisdom and ask, 'Winston éillirhelp me! Perhaps, lacking
J eloquence, you may cry, "Shakespeare, help me!"nButelp comes. Yet for twenty
itcenturies men and women in desperate plight hage talling out, "Lord Jesus Christ,
n,help me!"--and help is given! Deliverance comesaflis how we know he is the truth.

€Remember that all conflicting systems and philogepmust be tested at all points, not
at just one. Many philosophies can do somethingayreystems which basically are
wrong can still help in a limited area. They cafpr@mewhere and accomplish some

y good. But this is never the mark of truth. Trutlisomplete entity. Truth is reality--the

brway things really are. Therefore, it is the exptaoraof all things. You know you have

e&bund the truth when you find something which iglevienough and deep enough and
high enough to encompass all things. And that iatwksus Christ does.

Further, ultimate reality never changes. Here istlear mark. Truth never requires
updating, never needs to be modernized. If somgthvas true ten thousand years ago,
it is still true today. If it is true today, it wasie a hundred thousand years ago.
JS
gl delight in the story of the man who came to Hisfdend, a music teacher, and said to
shim in that flippant way we moderns use, 'Whatss gbod news today?" The old man
e never said a word. He walked across the room, dicligea hammer, and struck a tuning
ndork. As the note sounded out through the roomsdid, "That is 'A." It is 'A' today, it
was 'A' five thousand years ago and it will be &4 thousand years from now. The
soprano upstairs sings off-key, the tenor acroeshtl flats his high notes, and the
dpiano downstairs is out of tune." He struck theenagain and said, "That is 'A,’ my
refriend, and that's the good news for today!"

ndesus Christ is unchanging. He is the same yesteta#ay, and forever. That is how
eyou know you have truth. Remember that, when yeldefeated, when you are under
eattack, when doubts come flooding into your mindnmigmber that you have girded up
your loins with truth; you have found him who thaid rock. "On Christ the solid rock
| stand, all other ground is sinking sand."

e
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Security Guard

Now look at the second piece of armor--the breatpdf righteousness. Have you p
that on? "Having put on the breastplate of righte@ss!--what does that mean? W4
that is Christ as the ground of your righteous ditagn before God, your acceptan
before him. if you have the breastplate of rightsmss on, you can rest secure t
your heart and your emotions are perfectly guamated adequately protected agair
attack.

Christians, through one circumstance or anothetgnofack assurance; they fe
unworthy of God. They feel they are a failure ire t@hristian life and that God
therefore is certain to reject them, that he idomger interested in them. Christians 3
so aware of their failures and shortcomings. Growah been so slow. The first joy

faith has Wed, and they feel God is angry with themthat he is distant. There is
constant sense of guilt. Their conscience is alwstgbbing them, making the
unhappy and miserable. They feel God blames thédmis. i$ simply a satanic attack,
means of opposing and destroying what God intemds t

How do you answer an attack like this? You arestnember that you have put on t
breastplate of righteousness. In other words, youoat stand on your own merits Yo
never did. You never had anything worthwhile in rgalif to offer to God. You gave a
that up when you came to Christ. You quit tryingb® good enough to please Gg
You came on his merits. You came on the groundi®firhputed righteousness--th
which he gives to you. You began your Christiaa like that, and there is no chan
now. You are still on that basis.

This is why Paul begins his great eighth chaptehéoRomans with the words, The
is therefore now no condemnation for those wharaféhrist Jesus" (Romans 8: 1). N
condemnation! You are believing a he when you kelibat God is angry with you an
that he rejects you. Remember, you stand on Ghnsdtits, "accepted in the Beloved
Further on in that chapter Paul asks, "Who can seais?" It is God who justifies
Christ, who died for us, is the only one who hasrigght to accuse us, and he loves
Therefore, there is no separation. 'Who can sepasafrom the love of God in Chrig
Jesus?" Who can do this?

This does not mean, of course, that God puts hid ba the thing we know are wron

in our lives and says, "Oh well, these things dbmatter. Don't worry about them/

But it means he sees them and says, "Oh, yeseblddn't learned yet all that | inter
to teach him." And he deals with us as a fatheloire and patient discipline--as
father, not as a judge.

See how the Apostle Paul, himself, used this bpéstst of righteousness when be w
under pressure to be discouraged and defeated. yéavever thought of the struggle
he personally had in this realm? Here was a man whas small of stature

was even repulsive to many. He had a disfiguringsiglal ailment which made him
unpleasant to look at. The last thing he had west ¥ghcalled a commanding presence.

ut
ellPaul's background was anti-Christian, and he coelker get completely away from
cethat. "He had been the most hostile, brutal petseai the church they had known. He
hahust have constantly run across families with loeeds whom he bad put to death.
sAnd he was often reminded by many people that hewvad one of the original twelve
apostles, that his calling was suspect, that perhapreally was not an apostle at all.
Writing to the Corinthians about these very matthessays of Himself, "I am the least
h|of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostleabse | persecuted the church of God" (1
, Corinthians 15:9).

re

bf What grounds for discouragement! How easy it wdwde been for him to say to

ahimself, "What's the use? Here | am working my érggto the bone, making tents and

n trying to preach the gospel to these people, aokl & the blessing God has brought

athem, but they don't care. They hurl recriminatibask into my face. What's the use?
Why try any more?"

neBut that is not what he does. The very next veays,s'By the grace of God | am what

ul am, and his grace toward me was not in vain" ¢tir€hians 15: 10). There he is

| using the breastplate of righteousness. | doné,da says, what | have been. | don't
ddefend what | am. | simply say that by the grac&ofl | am what | am. What | am is

atwhat Christ has made me. I'm not standing on migteigusness, I'm standing on his. |
jeam by grace, and my personal situation does noeraak difference at alll.

So his heart was kept from discouragement. He csaid "Sure, all these things are
retrue, but that does not change the fact that | &ans@ man, and | have -his power. He
ois in me and | can do all things through Christ vetrengthens me." Thus he reminded
d himself that when he became a Christian he badptihe breastplate of righteousness,
."and he never allowed himself to be discouragedhéonever looked back for anything.
, He looked to Christ.

Us.

t A Stout Pair of Shoes

Now let us look at this third piece of armor--"Hagishod your feet with the equipment
Jof the gospel of peace." Shoes are absolutely g#akém fighting. Imagine a soldier
" clad in armor from head to foot out with shoes arbarefoot soldier. Imagine how
dquickly the rough ground would tear and bruisefaet. Soon, despite the fact that he
@had all the equipment he needed otherwise, he wmrilout of combat. His feet would
render him unfit to fight. But with a stout pair shoes he would be ready and
equipped, able to fight.
as

SThat is what this phrase means. "Equipment™ hereeally the word "readiness" in
Greek. "Your feet shod with the readiness produnethe good news of peace." It is

unimpressive in his personal appearance. In faetetis very good evidence to at

'$eace in the heart that makes you able to fightadbes this mean? Well, again it is



Christ, but this time it is Christ our peace, oaurge of calm, the one who provideg ahis subjectiveness all the time--what is goindh&ppen to me, and how do | feel?"--

sense of well-being.

remembering that he has vested his honor in us. r&ntember, by putting on these
three pieces of armor the battle is almost won. Yl have very little difficulty

Now notice the relation of one piece of armor tother and the importance of tHeovercoming evil if you start right there.

order that | stressed earlier. The first piecestal that Christ is the truth, the ultimate

secret of reality. We have come home; we have tdithe key to life in Jesus Chrigt. Our Father, make these words dear, plain, practcal helpful to us. May they meet us
That is something for the mind to understand ara$mrand believe. And then whalt?right where we are and help us right in the conftficwhich we are engaged. May our
Well, we know Christ then. We stand on his meM& put on the breastplate of hjshearts be lifted up by the consciousness that tigeveho it in us is adequate for all
righteousness. We come on the basis of what heltvas and not what we do. Andthings. In Christ's name, Amen.

what is the result of that? Our hearts are at pdael says, "Since, we are justified
faith we have peace with God through our Lord J&usst, (Romans 5: 1). Calmnes
courage! To use a modem term and, | think, the momtrate, we have good "moralg
Our morale is high. We are ready for anything. Mougd can be too rough for Chri
and we have Christ. Therefore, we have good morale.

In the dark days in England during the blitz, withmbs raining down all the time, th
situation was truly desperate, Then Winston Chllretduld come on the radio a
speak to the English people when their hearts widled with defeat and

discouragement. At times they would be almost regadyuit. But that one man's voide

would ring out and the nation would take heart agla¢ir morale would be strong. Th
is what Christ does. He is able to speak peacartbearts.

You see, it is not a battle against people atigit? It is an inner fight, a battle in th

realm of the thought life and attitudes. It is dtleain the realm of your outlook u thg

situation in which you find yourself. This is théage to start. Gird up your loins wit
truth. Remember that in Jesus Christ you have adstration which ho man can equ
anywhere in the world. Here is the key to life, e who is worth listening to. Believi

him, Christian people, believe him! If you are Ghidns at all, if you have accepted
Christ as the one who has the explanation forbd@keve what he says. Act on it. That

is the girdle of truth.

The breastplate of righteousness protects the en®tiYou do not need to b
discouraged of course you have failed--I fail, wefail. The One who has com

understands all this. He knows we are going tq &aild he knows we are going {o

struggle. He knows it will be an up-and-down expece an a time of battles-and v
will lose some of them. But he says, "l have takare of all that. You do not have f{
stand on your merits. You stand on mine. Do notliseouraged, do not be defeats
we will win! | know what | am doing | know how toedd you, | know what
circumstances to ring you into and | will bring yibmough."

The third requisite is to have the feet shod with preparation--the readiness--of]

sense of peace. And the place to start is to rereembo you are, what you are, and

above all else, whom you have. Be strong in hisngith and for his sake. Rememb
you belong to Christ's family. The Scripture sagsisinot ashamed to call us brothe

God is not ashamed to be called our God. Be stimnhis sake. Let us get away from

y
S,

" __.above all taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming
5t darts of the evil one” (Ephesians 6:16).

o Chapter 6. Resisting the Deuvil

=

There is nothing which more surely indicates weehalveady succumbed to the wiles
of the Devil than to complain about what happenagoThe Word of God invariably
LPoints out that the mark of a Christian who hasnied how to be a Christian is that he
rejoices in everything, gives thanks in all thintgmw, that does not mean be enjoys
everything. Nor does it mean that he merely pretd¢ndejoice in everything. There is
nothing as ghastly as the forced smile people putuad the flippant attitude they
assume in the midst of difficulties because théyktlthis is what a Christian ought to
~ do. It is possible to genuinely rejoice throughréeand there is nothing which more
! surely indicates that we have failed to understahdt it means to be a Christian than a
lehining, complaining, griping, grousing attitudevard what happens to us in life.

e

L{DO not be surprised at the Devil's attack. Of cels attacks; that is his character. That
is his nature. We need not be surprised when he tthiee Furthermore, God allows him
to do it. This is the clear revelation of Scriptue permits these attacks because, for
one thing, we need them. We never would develogrow properly if we were not
fattacked in this manner.

cAgain, it is this which ultimately accomplishes Godaill. The whole outworking of

o God's scheme could never be brought to pass went that God permits the Devil to

gdo his work today within the limits of God's ovelirig will. Let us never forget that.
God allows these things to happen, and all theevariof Scripture agree on this. Peter
says, "Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal Wwliomes upon you to prove you, as
though something strange were happening to yoBé{l 4:12). The Lord Jesus himself
said, "In the world you have tribulation." But hdda, "Be of good cheer, | have

%vercome the world" (John 16:33).

er
sBut this is exactly the opposite of the way we treatly feel. We love to think that

something most unusual is happening to us. No aseslier gone through what we are

-

going through. No one has had to undergo the dsipresf spirit that we feel. But Paul



says, "No temptation has overtaken you that iscoatmon to man. God is faithful" (

Corinthians 10: 13). So stop complaining about wWiegipens. It is God's will for you.

Let us face that. And instead of a fretful, peeyishining attitude, let us do what th
Word of God says to do when these things occur. tVithghat? "Put on the whol
armor of God, that you may be able to stand ag#mestviles of the devil." There is n
other way to handle it, there is no other solutmthese basic human problems.

Resisting the Devil

Remember, though, do not try to start with peacéeliVyou get troubled or upse
when attacks come, do not try to start with maljogr heart feel at peace. This is

| The Devil's Whispers

€ These feelings, in whatever form they may take ahsgys from the same source. They
E are the fiery darts of the wicked one. We are flggdst fools on earth if we do not see
D them in that light and deal with them as such. Andihatever form they may come to
us, they always have two characteristics. FirstytBeem to rise out of our own
thoughts. They seem to come right from our innérese We feel, "This is something |
am thinking," and oftentimes it is a shocking thing

t,But the Devil is really whispering to us. He islirdncing us. Ah yes, but it doesn't
aseem like that to us. In our ignorance and innoeeme blame ourselves: "How can |

mistake many people make. They try to conjure upeskind of feeling of peace within think a think like this if | am a Christian? CarCaristian have such a lewd and filthy

and succeed only in upsetting themselves more. @ostart with peace. Start witl
truth. Work your way back down through truth anghteousness and you will comn
out at peace. This is the way to begin.

Now let u s take a closer look at this battle. & emind ourselves of these great trut
they ought to set our hearts at rest. But we alkbkthat even though these truths oft
will set our hearts at rest, there are times whey tlo not. We are still depressed a
filled with doubts.

Perhaps there is no good reason for us to feelwthis We may wake up in a blu
mood even though we were happy when we went taheedight before. There may b
no good reason for our depression. There is nothirapng physically (the physica
elements of our lives can have a very great beamgur feelings), but still we feg
depressed.

Well, what is happening? We are experiencing Wizail Balls here "the flaming dart
of the evil one." These stratagems of Satan comgstm various forms. Sometimg
they are evil thoughts and imaginations which idérisuddenly upon our thinking
often at the most incongruous times. We may beimgatie Bible; we may be bowe
in prayer; we may be thinking about something elsiirely when all of a sudden filthy
lewd thought flashes into our mind. What is thig®e®f the fiery darts of the evil ong
We ought to recognize it as such.

Sometimes these darts come as doubts and everndhags--sudden feelings th
perhaps this business of Christianity is nothingrall but a big hoax or a drean
Perhaps we feel that it can all be explained pdggieally or that Jesus Christ was
victim of self-delusion. Perhaps the world is rtat tvay we have been taught to belie
it is, and things are not the way the Bible saysu Yiave doubtless experienced the
times of doubt. All Christians have had this suddesling that perhaps it is all
fantasy. Again, these fiery darts may come in thenfof sudden fears, anxietie
fleeting sensations that things are all wrong. \Afenot seem to shake them off.

N thought as this? Can | really be a Christian Hihk like this? | must not be one after
eall.”

This, of course, is exactly why the Devil sent thdlsoughts to you. He wants you to
nghink that way. If it is doubt (and we are alwaypesed to doubts, these sudden attacks
erupon faith, these sudden feelings that Christiaisityot as sure and certain as it once
ndeemed to us), we say to ourselves', "I must hlweady lost my faith or | would not

think like this." What is the matter with me? Howancl be a Christian and even have

such a bought?" So we try to repress the thoughktihik, There must be something
=wrong; we should not feel like this,” and we puste tthought down in-to our
esubconscious. But it is still there, lurking undsaith, and we feel ishonest because we
| are not even willing to look at it and face it. $hakes its toll on us in physical ways as
| well s in mental and emotional strain and tension.

We feel uncertain and confused because we aremmmat/ithat the opposite of faith is
s doubt. We think if we have doubts we cannot haité fand if we have faith we do not
shave doubts. Therefore, if we have doubts, we dap@anen and women of faith. We
, fail to recognize this as the lie of the Devil.

d
, The second characteristic is that doubts are alaayattack upon our position in Christ
2. as the truth--as our righteousness and our pedeseldarts are always an insinuation
of doubt about those matters-never about anythisgy @hey are an attack upon those
areas of faith.

nt

n.This is always the way of the Devil. He said to Hveéhe garden, "Has God said unto
athee--did God say that?" There is the implicatidndoubt. He said to Jesus in the
veéemptation in the wilderness, "If thou be the SérGod, then turn these stones into
esbread.” If! There is the insinuation that thesendisi are not true. This is the way he
A raises doubts, creates guilt, arouses fear. Thedb@aattacks of the evil one.
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The Quenching Process

Now, what are we to do? How are we to combat tlaiseks successfully? Well, th
Apostle says, "Take the shield of faith, with whigbu can quench all the flamin
darts, of the evil one." Notice that he did not #ay "shield of belief." We have alread
reminded ourselves of our belief when we have puttlee girdle of truth, the
breastplate of righteousness, and--the equipmetieofyospel of peace. That is o
belief in what Christ is to us.

But faith is more than that. This is very importamtsee. Faith is acting upon belie
Faith is decision, action, resolution. Faith isisgy"Yes, | believe Christ is the truth
He is my righteousness, be is my peace. Therdfigeand this, and this, must follow
Faith is working out, the implications of belief.n&h you say "therefore" you moV

then | will believe that, and | will not believeetthought that God does not love me and
want me." You see, you cannot entertain both thtsugtNo man can serve two
e Mmasters."

J
yChrist is the ground of my peace. Therefore itissresponsibility to take me through

every situation. So | cannot, | will not believéstifear, this sudden anxiety which grips
urmy heart. | will not believe that it is from me.istsimply sent to shake my confidence
in Christ. It is an attempt to destroy my peacet Ghrist is adequate for even this, and
| refuse to change.

f

Proof of Faith's Reality

€ This is what James calls "resisting the devil."sTisithe shield of faith. It is refusing to

from belief into faith. Faith is particularizing;is taking the general truth and applyingpelieve the lie that if you have doubts you canmate faith. Because that is a lie.

it to the specific situation and saying, "If this tsue, then this must follow." That is th
shield of faith.

Now, have you learned how to take the shield dhfaihen doubts come? Do you s3
"Christ is the truth. He is the basic revelationtbings which really are. He hg
demonstrated it. Therefore, | cannot accept theghbthat Christianity is a hoax.
cannot believe that Christ is the truth and thatdoybts are true, too. | have committ
myself to Christ because | have been persuadedéhbtis demonstrated truth fully.
stand on that ground. Therefore. | must rejectittésuation."

Do you reason that "Christ is the truth? Therefbreannot believe this subtl
philosophy which exalts man and makes God unnegesschuman affairs. | mus
reject it. Since | have found Christ true, | canhelieve this sudden feeling | have
unreality. | must regard it as what Christ sayis:ifrom the Devil. Jesus Christ says
is a liar from the beginning. Therefore this iseadnd | reject it."

q

Is this the way you think it through? Our probles) that we have become
accustomed to believing our feelings as though tieye facts. We never examin
them. We never take them and look at them and"bskhis true?" We simply | say, "
feel this way. Therefore it must be true." Thisvisy so many are constantly defeatsg
they accept their feelings as facts. Rather, we@say, "Christ is my righteousness

am linked with him. | am one with him. His life iy life and my life is his life. We are

married. Therefore, | cannot believe this lie ttiese evil thoughts are my though
They are not my thoughts at all. They are thoug¥tigch come because of anoth
force. It is not my thinking at all. No, it is tligevil again. | do not want these though
Ido not like them. | reject them. | do not wantrthan my thinking; therefore the are n
mine. They are the Devil's children, and I'll spaim&m and send them back where th
belong!"

Using the shield of faith means refusal to feeldmmned or to feel guilty. "God love

€Doubt is always an attack on faith. The fact thai ave doubts proves that you have
faith. They are not opposites at all. Doubt is pheof of the reality of faith. Therefore
reexamine the ground of your faith and reassermRé@member that feelings are not

ynecessarily facts at all.

S

| And James says further that if you keep on resjstire Devil he will flee from you
Ed(.James: 4:7). Think of that! He will flee from yoResist the Devil again and again
levery time an evil thought or doubt comes backuBeto give up your position. And,
sooner or later, inevitably, the doubts will clegour feelings will change, the attacks
cease, and you will be back again in the sunsHifigith and the experience of the love
b and joy of God.

bfThat is what Paul is talking about when he saysak&Tthe shield of faith. It is able to
'&uench every fiery dart of the evil one." The dhief faith is enough in itself. It is all
you need. You do not really need the otter twogseaf armor. It may sound strange to
say that, but it is true. You do not need any nimeause the shield of faith is able to
oguench every fiery dart of the wicked one. would geu through, if that were all you
ehad.

dirhen why are we given more? Because we are nottoniye conquerors. The Bible
Isays we are to be "more than conquerors” (Rom&¥.8Ne are not only to win; we
are to win victoriously, triumphantly, abundantBemember that John said, "He who is
Sin you is greater than he who is in the world" @hd 4:4). Paul says, "Where sin
Elincreased, grace abounded all the more" (Romar®.5/2e are intended to do more
Sthan barely make it to heaven. We are designedutmph, to be fearless, to be not only
Dtunconquered but unconquerable!
ey

| think so often of these words of Rudyard Kiplinigscribing the pressures of life:

If you can keep your head when all about you

me. He says so. He says nothing will change thathiNg will separate us! All right

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;



if you can trust yourself when all men doubt You,
But make allowance for their doubting too,

if you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream--and not make dreams your master;
If you can think--and not make thoughts your aim,
if you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

if you can bear to bear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,
And stoop and build ‘'em UP with worn out tools;
If you can talk with crowds and keep Your virtue,
or walk with kings--nor lose the common touch;
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt You;

If all men count with you, but none too much;

if you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run

yours is the earth and everything that's in it,
And--which is more--you'll be a Man, my son.

That is a very eloquent description of life. Itwhat the Word of God is designed 1o
prepare us for. That is what it means to be "stiartge Lord and in the strength of hjs
might."

Our Father, help us to be men and women Of rethiaeyour word has brought to ys
the in Jesus. Let us not fling away our away oliamee upon that unshakable wor|

but trust in you and show to the world that thishis only thing which can keep a man

or a woman standing in the midst of pressures whieteat and ruin and blast an
destroy life. We pray in Christ's name, Amen.

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword ahe Spirit, Which is the word of
God (Ephesians 6:17).

Chapter 7. Hope for Clear Heads

The shield of faith alone would enable us to overe@nything life might hand us an
to extinguish an of Satan's flaming missiles of ltoand confusion, disillusionmen
and fear. However, God has given us still more e equipment so we ma
become "more than conquerors.” We are expectedvéoigtelligent consideration tg
the process of overcoming and to learning how tteract the attacks of Satan in
lives. It is the whole armor of God which makes thossible.

I Am in Christ

Before going on to a consideration of the remairftigces of armor, | would like to
suggest another perspective to increase our uadéiag of the significance of this
armor of God. We have seen that it is a figuragixplanation of Jesus Christ and what
he is to us. But also, the armor is an expansiodestis' words, "You in me, and | in
you" (John 14:20). That is the defense of the @hris "You in me, and | in you."
Those are some of the simplest words in the Endlsiguage. Any child can
understand them. They are monosyllables, yet thegrapass a truth so profound that |
wonder if anyone can ever remotely apprehend all it involved in these simple
words.

The first three pieces of this armor that Paul dess--girding your loins with the
girdle of truth, putting on the breastplate of teggusness, and having your feet shod
with tile equipment of the gospel of peace--areigurhtive way of explaining or
expounding the phrase, "You in me," or, the "Charstin Christ."-When we came to
Jesus Christ and believed in him, we were "in @hnge had a different basis of living
and found Christ to be the ground of truth, the kelfe.

Then, we discovered that we are invited by Gocdest upon Christ's righteousness. In
the amazing experience of the cross, God has &aedf our sin to Christ and
transferred his righteousness to us. This is thargt of our acceptance before God and
the answer the problem of guilt from which we alffsr. It was then we learned that
Christ is our peace, the source of our sense of aad well-being.

He Is in Me

9 Now the last three pieces of armor describe whahdans for Christ to be in the

‘Christian--Christ appropriated, applied to actu. IThese last three pieces are very

gpPractical and highly important to us. We have alyeseen what it means to take "the
shield of faith, with which You can quench all tfi@ming darts of the evil one." The
reason we so often experience weakness is that oveod actually take it. We
continually try to muddle through. We do not dceiligently what God says and apply
the shield of faith, thus drawing practical conabans from the ground of faith we have
taken.

There are only two pieces of the armor left--thémta¢ of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit. Now we must examine what is meant big tphrase, "the helmet of
salvation." The figure of a helmet immediately sesfg to us that this is something
ddesigned to protect the mind, the intelligence ahiity to think and reason.
Y Earlier we saw that the breastplate was the piotectf our emotional life. When you
figuratively put on Christ as your breastplate ifhteousness, you are assuming a
Uhosition in him which protects you from the senfguilt and unforgiveness--the most

common round of disturbance to the emotions. beisause we feel guilty that we get



emotionally upset and depressed and the breasfpiatiects us there. The shoes, as|wA Future Salvation

have already seen, protect us in the area of duriie shoes of the gospel of peate

(Christ is our peace) create a readiness and giléss within us. It is our motivations put the Christian has the helmet of salvation. Wgbu say, and what is that? What is
which are dealt with here. Christ as our peacevatis us and makes us ready to facgis helmet, this protection, which keeps our tigkstraight in the midst of a very

life.

But the helmet is designed for the head, for thelligence, the mind. If we follow

confused world?" Paul answers in one word--it i8 tielmet of salvation. He is not
talking about the salvation of the soul. He is mdérring to salvation as regeneration or
conversion. In other words, he is not looking bathkll. He is not speaking of salvation

through consistently in our application of thesecps of armor, we will discover thatas a past decision which was once made, or evenesent experience, but he is

helmet represents something Christ is doing inng tArough us in the world. Thi
helmet can k our thinking straight and preservéars mental confusion and darknes

Confessions of Confusion

Stop a minute here. | would like to ask you thias'you look at our world, is ther
anything more desperately needed or more relevarthé situation in which we
ourselves than something to keep us thinking sitaigvas there ever a time when m

5 looking on to the future. He is talking about avaéibn which will be a future event. It
5.is exactly what he is referring to in Romans whenshys, "Salvation is nearer to us
now than when we first believed" (Romans 13: 11).

This helmet is further defined for us by the Apesth his first letter to the

h Thessalonians: "But, since we belong to the day \whe are Christians], let us be
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and,lewel for a helmet the hope of
crpalvation” (1 Thessalonians 5:8). Here, salvatia hope, something yet in the future,

were more frankly bewildered than they are in oay or when statesmen are mofeSOmMething as yet not possessed or entered into fitiis future tense of salvation is

openly confused and honestly admit it? The intefligia confess to being utter
baffled in dealing with the problems with which haimsociety is confronted. just thin
about the staggering complexity of the issues afday-birth control, race relationg
crime and delinquency, moral decay, disarmamenmt,th@ teeming misery of our va
city slums? The mind is simply overwhelmed by theoiubility of the problems which
face human lives. No wonder H. G. Wells wrote atc¢lose of World War II:

Quite apart from any bodily depression, the spéetat evil in the world-the wanton
destruction of homes, the ruthless hounding of mief#k into exile, the bombings O
open cities, the cold-blooded massacres and matiktOf children and defensele
gentle folk, the rapes and filthy humiliations, adtbve all, the return of deliberate a
organized torture, mental torment and fear, to aldvifom which such things ha
seemed well-nigh banished these have come neagdkibg my spirit altogether.

Listen to this startling statement by George Bair&naw:

The science to which | pinned my faith is bankruist.counsels, which
should have established the millennium, led instdadctly to the
suicide of Europe. | believed them once. In theame | helped to
destroy the faith of millions of worshipers in ttemples of a thousand
creeds. And now they look at me arid witness theagtragedy of an
atheist who has lost his faith.

What a revealing confession of mental confusion dackness by some of the gre
leaders of thought in our day! There is no protecth the world for the mind.

ydescribed for us in a number of passages, butdisisussed very plainly and fully in
k Romans:

5t \We know that the whole creation has been groaningiitravail together until now;
and not only the creation, we ourselves, who havéé first fruits of the Spirit, and
inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redeption of our bodies. For in this
hope we were saved hope that is seen is not hopewdro hopes for what he sees?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait fat with patience (Romans 8:22-

f 25).

5S

ndWhat is Paul talking about? About the day of resttion, the day of the coming again
I of Christ, the day when creation will be delivefeain its bondage by Christ's return to
establish his kingdom. This helmet, thereforehérecognition that all human schemes
to obtain world peace and harmony are doomed to Bait, through these failures,
Jesus Christ is working out his which will culmieah his appearing again and in the
establishment of his own righteousness on, théne@hat is the helmet of salvation
which will keep your thinking straight in the hoaf man's utter confusion and
darkness.

The principle of God's working is declared over angr again in Scripture. It is
written for all to read. "No flesh,” God says, "Bhglory in my presence." In other
words, nothing that man can boast of shall conteilnne iota to the final solution of
the human dilemma. It is all of God. He will establit and not all of human wisdom,
ot all our vaunted knowledge and scientific dismoes Will contribute one thing to
he ultimate solution. According to the record afifture, all that man boasts in shall
crumble into dust and all things which can be shadteall be shaken, and only those
which cannot be shaken shall remain. Those arththgs of God. No flesh shall glory
in his presence. . But that isn't the whole idea.nbt stop there. If you do, you will be

a




guilty of the extremism by which the Devil keepsaff balance and eccentric in olir The world is in such a state and condition thatGheistian knows the innocent and the

thinking. God is working through these events dftdry, but he is working out hi
purposes on a basis totally different from the aohsalvation. Therefore, Christian
are not to be taken in by the unreal and grounddgpectations of the world nor af
they to with from these and isolate themselves.

Christians are to be involved in what is world feholly different reasons than th
worldling has. Christians are to be involved in erdo accomplish God's desire
confront men everywhere, at every level, in alegptises of life, with the good news

5 weak will suffer and nothing much can be done alitcatttimes. The blame lies square

son the stubborn refusal of men everywhere to beltee true nature of the problem and

ethe remedy that God's love has fully provided. Theistian knows that demonic forces
can. rise and possess the world from time to tinee-aill do so-and every human
scheme to control them will ultimately fail.

e

oWell then, what shall we do? Shall we withdraw frof@? Shall we give ourselves to

n building our own little air-tight little capsule dife and look forward to retirement?

Jesus Christ. Is that clear? If we see that, it sdve so much heartache, delusionShall we rise up and fight the United Nations drthke world go to hell? God forgive

disappointment, and confusion as you read youy d&lvspaper.

Why is it that thoughtful minds like H. G. Wells carceorge Bernard Shaw are
bewildered by what they find in life? It is becaubey pinned their hopes on whol
unstable, unrealistic resources. As the Dean ofbMahe wrote concerning H. G
Wells:

He hailed science as a panacea for all ills andydlaleless of knowledge and power. I
series of popular scientific romances he visualioeinous Shape of Things to Com
In Food of the Gods he described a future of bigget better men. He spoke of
planned world, of eugenics, of mechanized labor,scéntific diet and scientifig
education.

How much we still hear these phrases tossed abautriown day! But all of this fails
These thinkers built their grandiose dreams on @ud;l a cobweb, a shifting
shimmering illusion. And when the illusion changathpe, as all illusions eventual

us, this is often the answer of Christians thess.da

50T he helmet of the hope of salvation not only teishat these things are happening and

y will happen, but that a certain, sure salvatiocaming, and it is even now at work.

. This is what we need to know. Not merely that il fihally end right, but that the
ending is being worked out now! History is not aam@gless jumble but a controlled
pattern, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the One wtdirecting these events. He is the
4-ord of history. God is at work in the self sameets that we look at with such honor

~ and confusion.

a
We cannot identify ourselves with all the methodishe worldlings or even with all
their aims, but we can identify ourselves with thetrsons. We do not need to join
their causes, but we need to listen to them asthoéav ourselves concerned about them
as people. We can be their friend without joinirrgises, and if they balk at that, the

, choice is theirs and not ours. Jesus said, "Aaseris not greater than his master.’ If

ythey persecuted me, they will persecute you; i tkept my word, they will keep yours

must, then their castles in the clouds came tumgldiown. That has been the repeated@!so” (John 15:20). We can expect both reactionseasy to involve ourselves in life

pattern of history for twenty or more centuries-mimilding upon shifting, ephemera
and temporary things instead of on the unshakadbfegs which always remain, t
which the Scriptures give testimony.

So the Christian has a helmet of salvation. He h@se for the future. He has 4
understanding that God is working out his purpcsss therefore he is not disturbe

|, around us, not in order to advance these hopetsses, but to interest and concern
h ourselves with the people involved.

There are also many causes that the ChristianatanThere are aims which he can
nwholeheartedly endorse. Christians are always tbureanitarian--helping the weak,
dministering to the sick, helping those who areanid in prison or burdened in any way.

when human programs go wrong and everything failemmthe New Deal and the FairThe Christian should alWayS be ready to furthenw’vernment, because gOVernment

Deal and the Great Society and all the other faraayes for human progress end up
the same old place, time after time after time. Theistian has learned to expect w3
and rumors of wars unto the very end. He expelss teachings and false philosophi
and cults and heresies to abound. He is told &l will happen. It is part of the
program, part of the total overall plan and purpaiseé moving of God in history.

The Christian knows that wars are unavoidable, elren every effort should be mad
to avoid them, and that there is no contradictiothis. The Christian knows that war
madness and that nothing is really solved by wat.l#& knows also that we are livin
in a mad world, a world that is deluded silken,tlytsatanic lies which are deliberate
design to end up in the mangling and Mutilatinghaf bodies and souls of men.

ifs of God. Even the worst of governments has ack@asinmitment and relationship to
r&50d ‘The powers that be are ordained of God," thiptaire says.

es
Therefore the Christian ought to be ready to adievisocial evil and to further
understanding between countries if he can. Readnfbections of Scripture: "Honor
all men." "Do good to all." "Honor the kin " "Obeyour masters." "Provide things
ehonest before al men." "Feed the hungry, clothentleed, heal the sick." These are
spractical exhortations, are they not?

g
lyLook at the life of the Lord Jesus himself. Mang asking today, "Would Jesus have

joined the Vietnam Day Committee if he had beerePeor "Where would he have




been during the Berkeley riots?" The answer isgo#isf predictable. He would no
have joined any committee, just as he joined ndgasoatovement in his own day an
there were plenty of them existing then. But he dwave been the friend to any wh
sincerely, even though mistakenly, were seekirdptgood.

Jesus would have been the angry, vocal foe of amy were hypocritically using 3
cause to advance their own purposes or to dirty defile the minds and hearts
others. As be stood before Pilate, Jesus said,Kiktydom is not of this world" (Johr
18:36). That is, | not rear to you, Pilate. My kilmgn is not of this world. | am no
involved in any political. maneuverings that younthmight he a threat to you
position." Nevertheless, he was known everywhetbasriend of sinners.

Hope Laid Aside

All this is possible only if we put on, as a heliniéite hope of salvation. One of th
great reasons the church is so confused in thisahay is saying so little of trug
significance to the world is that it has the hopehe coming of the Lord. There arf

very few sermons preached on it; very little iglsatbout it. There is no time given to|a

consideration of what it means and why it is sethfso frequently and so clearly in th
Scriptures. Great sections of the Scriptures tkat dith this event are simply ignorg
among Christians. As a result, our thinking is maddand confused. The church do
not. know which side to take or where to stanthalé nothing to say. Or at best it givi
an uncertain sound which--calls no one to battteencourages no heart.

We are to remind ourselves frequently of the conuifithe Lord. How many times di
he say, "Watch! Watch therefore, that you may lealyeor that hour." We must liv

daily in its hope and anticipation. The battle & ours. This is not merely a priv}e

fight we are engaged in. We have been talking athisitstruggle against the Devil ar
his angels, against the principalities and powagminst the wiles of the Devil, a
though it were primarily a private fight. It doesnece down to that at last.

It meets us right where we live--in our homes, offices, our relationship with ou
fellow human beings. But it is not only that, ahisialways good to remember that t
battle is not ours, but the Lords. We are individuaits fighting in a great army. Th
ultimate cause is am and Se end is certain. Weotimeed to be troubled by all th
things happening on the face of the earth, fort@amqueror has already won.

Though we may be hard pressed in our immediatenréalthis battle, the cause
never in doubt. The end is absolutely certain; doecome is sure; the battle is, t
Lord's. It is not finally and ultimately a strugdietween us and the Devil but a strug
between Christ and Satan.

God is always at work in human life and in sociétg. is at work through his Body t
heal and to help to love and to suffer, until thtrning without doubt shall dawn an

i

t Are you frightened by world prospects? Well, let te# you this: It is going to get

d much worse! Jesus said men's hearts shall fail floeffear because of things that are

ocoming to pass on the face of the earth. If younkthi is hard to stand now, if these
things throw you for a loss now, what will it be evhthe darkness increases, the cause
looks hopeless, and things get very much worse? ishthe hour when we must have

y the nope of salvation-the helmet to protect thedmihee writer of Hebrews says, 'We

hfdo not yet see everything in subjection to him [n&ut we see Jesus" (Hebrews 2:8-
9). It is that which sustains the mind in all hoafpressure.

t
I Here in this favored land of ours we have so muechwhich we can give thanks. God
in grace has granted that we might be relativede firom so much that bothers and
distresses others. But there are great areas ofvthiel already where faith is not

permitted to be expressed openly, where darknefs igreater than here, where the
forces of wrong seem to be striding in unopposiednish through the land, and nothing
seems to stand in their way. What do Christianindbose places? There is only one
thing they can do--they must put on the helmeteftiope of salvation. This will keep

their thinking straight, If directs them in the sas to which they give themselves. It
gives them advice and counsel as to where theyldhmu their efforts and in--what

ethey should make investments of time and moneyearelprise.

d
edt can do the same for us. We need. not succunheadelusion of the world-that

Lhdgedemption, salvation, and the working out of alirtan problems by the application of
human intelligence is just beyond the horizon whesrerything will be all right. How
long has the world grasped at that futile dream&dRbe ancient writings of e Greek
philosophers and you will see that the were sayirgsame things then. And as far
back as human saying history goes, men have eeerdrasping after this illusive hope
that something an be worked out here.

e
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d
s But God has never said chat. Consistently, througltite Scriptures, he has said that

man in his fallen condition is unable--absolutefyd &otally unable--to work out his
problems. But in the strength of the hope of s@watve can keep our minds and our
| hearts calm and undisturbed in the day of batilthé day of darkness.

ne
L Father, thank you for this reassuring word. We krtioat things are not nearly as bad as

ethey could be, or even, perhaps as they will be. vBe thank you for the constant
assurance you give to us that even when they getentbey are in your control, that
nothing can come which you do not permit, nothiag tiappen which is not already
anticipated and worked out, that the battle isLiiel's. Thank you for the certainty that
we stand in the power of God and in the strengthi®might, and that our hope is not

(%)

in the flimsy constructions of men but in the etdrpurposes of a living God. Thank
you for this encouragement to our hearts, in Censime, Amen.

o U

the day break and every shadow flee away.



And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword dahe spirit, Which is the Word of
God (Ephesians 6:17).

Chapter 8. Swordsmanship

Now we come to the last of these pieces of thesfian's armor "the sword of th
Spirit, which is the word of God." The first thinge must say is that this, again,
Christ. Christ is our life, if we are Christiansadk, but this is Christ made practical
available to us through the sayings of his wortirik it is very important to stress thi
is so easy to be Christians in general but nopatiic- It | is so very easy to have
vague sense of following Christ but not know exgcith specific terms, what thi
means. But that is why the Word of God has beeergito us, Christian truth as
whole is more than we can handle--it is the indiaidpromises that make Christiani
manageable.

In writing to the Colossians the Apostle Paul says,

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as tead and admonish one another in
all wisdom, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiuial songs with thankfulness in
your hearts to God (Colossians 3:16).

By that he is indicating that the authority of Jegthrist and the authority of th

Scripture is one and the same thing. There are gy who challenge that. Thefe

are many voices that tell us that as Christiansmwst follow Christ and accept th
authority of Christ, but we need not accept thdautly of the Bible. But Paul answel
that by calling the Scriptures "the word of Chtiatou cannot separate the two.

| once attended a meeting of ministers at whictpvedessor who is a Christian read
very excellent paper on "Science and the Chridtaith." After he had finished, certai
guestions were addressed to him by members ofrthgogOne man said, "Sir, | cal
accept the Bible as a witness of certain men tot wiey thought of Jesus Christ. B

you seem to go further. You have used the wordpitad' on several occasions in your

paper and that seems to suggest that in your thie B more than the views of me
that it one authority. Is this true?"

The Christian professor gave a very wise answey, ailswer may sound to you very

much like Sunday school propaganda, but | can patyit this way: The center of m
life is Jesus Christ. | have found him to be thg ketened to everything to everythin

that | desire in life. And yet | could know nothiagpout Christ if | did not learn it from

the Bible. The Bible presents Christ and Christrgef the Bible. How can | make

distinction between the two?" With considerable amdssment the questioner thI’EV\P

up his hands and changed the subject.

The authority of Scripture is the authority of Jegbhrist, they are indivisible. To

attempt to distinguish the two is like asking whiglade of a pair of scissors is more
important or which leg of a pair of pants is moee@ssary. We know. Christ through
the Bible, and we understand the Bible through khewledge of Christ--the two

cannot be separated. That is why Paul calls itvitbed of Christ.”

o The Sayings of God

is

y Now in the verse we are looking at--'The sword hed Spirit, which is the word of

. God'-it is important to see that it is not the céetp Bible that is referred to by the

aphrase "The Word of God." There are two words Hrat used in Scripture for "the

. Word of God." There is the familiar wotdgos, which is used in the opening verse of

aJohn's Gospel, "In the beginning was the Word [Isjgand the Logos was with God,

yand the Logos was God." Then there is another wasedd less frequentlyhema,
which is somewhat different in meaning than thstfir

The wordlogos refers to the total utterance of God, the compteteelation of what
God has said. The second word means a specifinggayiGod, a passage or a verse
which has special application to an immediate Sitnalt implies an existential use of
the Word of God; that is, applied to experiencegupexistence.

The second word is the one used here. The "swotleoSpirit" is the saying of God
eapplied to a specific situation. That is the greaalth placed in the hands of the
believer. Perhaps you have ad some experiencethigh Sometimes, when you are
reading a of Scripture, the words seem suddenbotoe alive and take on flesh and
bones, and leap off the page at you, or grow dyassfollow you around everywhere
you go, or develop a voice that echoes in your eati you cannot get away from it.
Perhaps you have had that experience in some maohaamptation or doubt when
you were assailed by what Paul calls here "theifigndarts of the evil one." And
naimmediately a passage of Scripture which suppliesahswer comes flashing to mind.

)
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you were about to say, "I don't know," when suddepbu had a moment of

Or perhaps you have been asked a question thabtopmg Off guard for a moment and

illumination and a word of Scripture came to minkieth gave the answer. Perhaps this
‘experience has happened while sitting in a meetihgre some message has come
home to your heart with strange and powerful eff¥cu were greatly moved, and in
that moment you made a deep and permanent decision.

h

All this is therhema of God, the savings of God that strike home likeowas to the
heart. This is called the sword of the Spirit besgait is not only originated by him as
the author of the Word but it is also recalled tmdrby the Spirit and made powerful
y him in our lives. It is his answer to the attakhe Devil who comes to discourage
us; the Spirit brings a word to our mind to pahg thrust of the Deuvil.

0
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The Only Offense

Now, as a sword, the Word is useful both for defesnsd for offense. This, by the wal
is the only part of the armor that can be usedftense. It both defends and protec
us, but it also pierces other hearts and desttoydigés of the Devil in others besidé
ourselves. That is its great effect.

The Word is the only proper offense that the Cianishas. He is to proclaim the trut
He does not need to defend it; be does not needpport it with long and extensiy
arguments. There is a place for that, but not iermounter with those who disbelievi
He is to proclaim it, simply to declare it. As tBeripture says in Hebrews: "For th
word of God is living and active, sharper than ang-edged sword, piercing to th
division of soul and spirit, of joints and marroand discerning the thoughts af
intentions of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). It getkolethe reason and pierces the arn
that has been erected against it and comes hothe teart. Thus it has power in itse

Now, it is this offensive quality which explains wthe Bible is so continuously undé
attack. For centuries the enemies of the gospeimpted by the Devil, have beg
seeking to destroy the Bible. This effort has beknected both toward the ver
existence of the Bible and a seeking to destrogigsificance. In our day, though, tHh
attack is primarily directed toward a destructidnite significance. With very, cleve
words and subtle arguments the Devil speaks throumgim of prominence an
intelligence to destroy the testimony of the Scrips.

This does not mean that the men themselves aresswdg hypocritical. It is not tha
they are being deliberately and knowingly destugctiMany or them are sincere
attempting to be what they may describe as "hotwe&od." But notice the focus @
these intelligent and subtle arguments: They aneyd an attempt to disprove th
historicity of the biblical record, particularly irelation to supernatural events. The
men cannot accept the idea that an invisible realmch the Bible calls the kingdom @
God has invaded our commonplace realm of spacetiamel Such a concept i
distasteful to them, so their attacks are aimedhaking the Bible accounts appe
incredible and therefore unreliable. To the extlely succeed, people will no long
take the Scriptures seriously.

These speakers and professors and doctors of gyealaim to be theologians an
Bible scholars, but they betray the Scriptures wite kiss of Judas and mislea
thousands. The effect, of course, is to keep pefopie reading the Scriptures. That
the main thing. The Devil makes this fantastic effiecause he knows the power of {
Scripture and his whole aim is to keep people feamously and thoughtfully readin
the Scriptures. For, of course, all that is needeahswer the attacks of the scholars
to simply read these accounts in a thoughtful amitgs way.

Let me illustrate that with the Christmas storytiNing is more basic and central to t

and was welcomed with the angels' song, a brill&at, the coming of the shepherds

and of the wise men. We love the simple beauthaf &ancient story. It transforms the
y,world, at least outwardly, for a brief time evergay and has done so for twenty
tLenturies.
S

But the false prophets of our day treat this stsyif it were nothing but a myth, a

pretty story. There is no attempt at all to disgrtive supernatural claims of the biblical
L story--they are merely dismissed with a wave oftthed. Scorn is heaped upon them
e as unworthy of modern intelligence. The implicatisrclear that any who believe in
e this story are in a class with those who still &edi in a flat earth or the existence of
efairies.
e
dThe reason for this, of course, is that any acoegtaf this account as a historical fact
omeans that its implications cannot be shaken asife. must face it as an
f.incontrovertible event that can only be explaingdtie explanation which Scripture

gives: the need of men in their lost condition &or invasion of God in order that he
»r might accomplish a work of redemption at great ¢ostimself and thus set men free.

n
y A Simple Tale
e

[ What is the answer to the false claims that aceoahsupernatural events are merely
! myths? Well, simply read the scriptural accountsadRthe Christmas story as told by
Matthew and Luke. As you read the familiar tales $®w artlessly and simply it is
presented, how uncontrived the record is. Thermiattempt to garnish it or to bolster
it with arguments or theological explanations. Ehisrjust the simple narrative of what

y happened on their way to Bethlehem, what there varat happened in the following.
f When that story is set in place in the total nareabf the Bible, how fitting it is, how
enatural and unforced.
se

fAs G. Campbell Morgan so beautifully put it, "Theng of the angels to sighing
B humanity is the beginning of the infinite mysterfy an incarnate God." From that
Alsimple story all light is streaming, all hope iarfling, all songs are coming. Wesley
Pl'captures this beautifully in his hymn.

Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in Flesh, the Godhead see;

S Hail the Incarnate Deity,
he Pleased as man with men to dwell,
*) Jesus, our Emmanuel.

is

Now we need only remember that this simple uncarafdid story was widely accepted
and proclaimed in the First Century. Along with #ieeount resurrection, that story has
'€hanged the world. No Christian in Scripture evenids it. No apostle, or even Jesus

Christian message than the story of the way thriiefGod became a babe in a manger



himself, ever questioned these even they did ket péace exactly as recorded. And t
stories were well known in their day.

In other words, this account reflects the inhesdility of truth, simply told, to compe

nestarted this?" The boy said, "She did. she hit aekl3 That is so human, is it not? Ah,
but the Word says, "Only by pride comes contentiothere there is strife and
contention, pride is at work and both parties augaily guilty of it.

belief without artificial support. As we read thecaunt, it wins the submission of olir As a young Christian, | recall how the powerfulduo sexual misbehavior which exists

reason, it appeals to the love of the heart, itmeimthe obedience of the will. To reje
it, therefore, is to violate our basic humanity.isTis why John declared in a letts
written toward the close of the first century thiais story is one of the tests of fals
teachers. He declared that if someone denies taenation and says that Jesus did
come in the flesh, he is inspired by a wrong spinidl is an antichrist (1 John 4:2-3).

The Sword in Action

The purpose of the Word, these "sayings of Godtt isompel belief in the face of a
distortion of truth. They are a sword of the Spioitdefend against that which wou
undermine and attack ultimate authority. Lookingkba my own life | am aware o
many times when this sword of the Spirit has sawedrom error and delusion of son

kind or another. As a young Christian, | was stappethe edge of disobedience ma )P

times when some temptation seemed so logical,asonable, so widely practiced th

| was allured by it. | was often arrested by a wthdt | had memorized as a youngS

Christian and which has come to me many times sinids in the Book of Proverbs|
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do mely on your own insight" (Proverb
3:5).

It is so easy to think that because something ldodieal to us it must be logical. By
we fail to recognize the fact that we are easilgeidleed. We are not the ration
creatures. we love to think we are. There is mllakion and delusion in our world
and we are not intelligent enough to see throughdiphantasmas, these lies. Theref
the word comes, 'Trust in the Lord with all yourahte' Believe the truth as it i
revealed, and "lean not to your own understanding."

Sometimes a sword of the Spirit has been placedyihand, not before defeat but rig
in the midst of it, or right afterward. It has thbecome the means of preventing a

ctin this world was frequently dispelled in my thingi by the sudden flashing
errecollection of that word in Ephesians where thegte says, "Let no one deceive you
sewith empty words, [and that is exactly what theytty do] it is because of these things
ndthe context is that of sexual wrong] that the Wwraf God comes upon the sons of
disobedience" (Ephesians 5:6). That arrested menwHist heard it. Later, when |
came to understand more fully what the wrath of Gmhns that it is not a lightning
bolt from heaven or an auto accident or somethkeythat, but rather it is the certain
disintegration of life , the dehumanizing, the bfization of life that comes when one
h gives way to these kinds of things it took on er@re power in life.

d
Several years ago there was a man who came toalowmitls me every week for over a

eyear who was in the grip of a terrible depressibapirit, an utter desolation of mind. |
nyhave never met such a lonely, miserable man. Hehsimself away from eve one His
Hliberation began by repeatedly praying one singleage of Scripture. It was. all the
cripture he could, in faith, lay bold of. He ragat everything else | tried to point out
| to him. But one phrase stuck with him, and he piayagain and again, "Not my will
L but thine be done." At last, slowly, like the swring up, the light be an to dawn and
you could see the change in his life. Today heviad a normal, free life, set freely
"the sword of the Spirit which is the saying of God

t
L1 Obviously, the greater exposure the more the Sgait use this mighty sword in our

lives. If you never read or study your Bible, youe @erribly exposed to defeat and

odespair. You have no defense; you have nothingutaup against these forces that are
. at work . Therefore, learn to read your Bible reglyl Read all of Scripture, for each

section has a special purpose.

htThe Christian who neglects the reading of the Sargs is in direct disobedience to the
nwill of the Lord. The Lord Jesus said, "It is thiglge Scriptures] that bear witness to

painful recurrences. | remember when a word fromekacame home to me with Me" (John 5:39). That is the way you come to kndwisk. There is no way apart from

unusual power after a very violent and nasty disgiitemper on my part. A vers
flashed into my mind which | had read in the lettédames, "The anger-of man do
not work the righteousness of God." (James 1:2bat Brrested me. | thought, here
am claiming to be interested in working the righigtess of God, and what am
doing? losing MY temper, flaring up at someone #drah thinking | am accomplishin
what God sent the to do. That verse stopped meaheémas been a help ever since.

| remember another time when my heart was onceqieby these words from th
Book of Proverbs, "Only by pride comes contentiowhen we get involved in
contention and strife with one another, it is seyea blame the other fellow. He startg

L the Scriptures. And there is no way to come intbriiaturity as a Christian apart from
cdhe Scriptures. And there is no way to come intbraturity as a Christian apart from
the Scriptures.

y Now, finally, what is the responsibility of the @tian when the Spirit places one of

these sayings in your mind on some appropriatesimeas a sword? What are you to
do? Well, the Apostle says, take it! Heed it! OlittyDo not reject it or treat it lightly.

e Take it seriously. The Spirit of God has broughbitnind for a purpose, therefore give

heed to it and obey it. Now there is one word afticen that is needed here. We are also
Lo compare Scripture with Scripture. This is a viemportant matter--remember that the

it! One day a nephew of mine and my daughter wigigifg, and | asked them, "Wh

H Devil can quote scripture as well, as he did on ooeasion with the Lord. But the



guotations of the Scriptures by the Devil are ndadanced. The sword of the Spirit
the Devil's bands is an uncouth weapon.

At Sword's Point

Remember bow Jesus himself gave us a great exarhgies when the Devil came t
tempt him in the wilderness? The Devil said to hithyou are the Son of God, tur
these stones into bread." Jesus immediately metwhilnthe sword of the Spirit. He
said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by breatbne,’ [my physical life is not th
highest part of my being. | do not have to susthat, but | do have to sustain m
relationship with God. That is the important thinggut by every word that proceec
from the mouth of God™ (Matthew 4:4).

nOn the other hand, if you are not a Christian there help for you. The place to begin
is to become a Christian. The Word of God has mofed to give those who are not
Christians; it has nothing to say to support oroemage someone who is not a
Christian. The only way of escape from the allureteend deceitfulness of the enemy
is to become a Christian. You must be deliveredhgywork of Jesus Christ from the
S kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of God. Then gan put on the armor of God.

=)

. Now think it through. Become familiar with this aom Learn how to use it, and then

s actually use it when you are under attack. Pragmieg through this when you feel

yyourself under attack from Satan. Like a soldiebattle, put it to work. What good is

sarmor if it rusts unused in a closet? No wonderisfians are constantly failing.
Though they may have the armor of God, they daisetit.

Then the Devil tried a new tack. He came to him said, "Oh well, if you are going t¢ !f you feel yourself growing cold or lukewarm, yawe under attack from the wiles o

guote Scripture, | can quote it, too. There is es&én the Psalms, you know, whig
says that if you get yourself into a dangerous tjpwsi God will send his angels t
uphold you." Taking him to the top of the templeg Devil said, "Cast yourself fron
this height and all the crowd around will see andw that you are the Son of God™
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; fasitvritten, 'He will give his angels
charge of you lest you strike your foot againsiome " (Matthew 4:4-5).

But Jesus knew how to handle the Devil when he egu@cripture. He said, "It i$

written again--it is written again." | urge you take note of that. It is not enough
have someone quote a verse of Scripture to yoa bave one come flashing into yo
mind. Compare it. Is it in balance? Is it held éfationship to other truth in the Word ¢
God? "Again it is written, You shall not tempt therd your God." (Matthew 4:7). It ig
that word which the Lord your God delivered hinthat hour.

Next, you remember, the Devil took him up and shebwanm all the kingdoms of the
world and said, "All this shall be yours if you lfalown and worship me." And agai
our Lord answered him with the sword of the Spliit.is written, 'you shall worship
the Lord your God and him only shall you serve"afilew 4:10). Then the accou
says, the Devil left him. That is always what happéHe is put to rout by the sword
the Spirit. It is this sword, therefore, that iag@d in our hands.

Here then, is the Christian's complete armor: yoChrist and Christ in you. Chris
demonstrated as truth and experienced as rightessisand peace and Chri
appropriated by faith and applied to life throubk hope of salvation and the sayin
of God. That is all you need. You do not need tulimgrs or expensive psychiatri
treatments. You may need some physical therapyarahagain, the Word of God ha
nothing against that, but you will not need all teenedies that science has how ma
available to give us a chemical bolstering in toerhof anxiety or fear. No, you hay
the armor of God, if you are a Christian.

hthe Devil. If you find yourself depressed or dis@ged or are bothered with doubts,
H fears, and anxieties or if you feel the lure otdushe crush of pain, or the numbness of
, disappointment, what must you do? Then systembtictdoughtfully, deliberately,

f repeatedly, go through these steps we have distirgse. Think through the armor of

. God.

But do not give up if no immediate change occurg. &k so brainwashed these days

into wanting quick results, immediate relief, ingtadeliverance. Remember, the attack

omay be prolonged and there are not always quiaktees hat is why the Apostle says,

,r"Having done all, stand.” | will say more aboutttieter, but victory is sure if you
fpersevere. Do not give up, it is only a matter i@iet For the word of the promise is
sure. "Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

Our Father, what practical import there is in thesgters. How helpful this word is in
L the midst of our pressures, our discouragementspantendencies to defeat. Grant to
h us, Lord, that we will take them seriously and gghis great armor that is given to us

in Jesus Christ and thus learn how full and ricti exciting life can be as a Christian,
htlived in your strength. For we ask in your name,ehm

Df

Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer, and supplication. To that end keep
, alert with all perseverance, making supplication fo all the saints, and also for me,
st that utterance may be given me in opening my mouthboldly to proclaim the
ggnystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassadadn chains; that | may declare
c it boldly, as | ought to speak (Ephesians 6:18-20).

S

i[d€hapter 9. Advice When Attacked
e

The apostle Paul has outlined for us three stepsust take if we expect to "be strong

in the Lord" and to resist the attacks of Satare€Ttirst, as we have been discussing "is



to put on the armor of God--the whole armor--"thatt may be able to stand agair]

the wiles of the Devil."
And the second step, Paul says, is to pray:

Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication fo all the saints, and also for me,
that utterance may be given me in opening my mouthooldly to proclaim the

mystery of the gospel for which | am an ambassadoin chains; that 1 might

declare it boldly, as | ought to speak (Ephesians 8-20).

There is a very strong and powerful relationshipwieen putting on the armor of Go
and praying. These two things belong togetheraat, fone grows out of the other. It
not enough to put on the armor of God--you must alay. It is not enough to pray
you must also have put on the armor of God.

As we. have seen, putting on the armor of Godri§réen being merely figurative--it is
an actual thing you do. It is remembering what &hs to you and thinking through th
implications of that relationship in terms your ggat struggle and experienc
Essentially, putting on the armor is done in thalmeof your thought life. It is arn
adjustment of the attitude of your heart to realtty things as they really are. It
thinking through the implications of the facts ralesl in God's Word.

Our problem with life is that we do not see it Bisj we suffer from strange illusiong
This is why we desperately need and must haveethation of the facts of Scripturé
Life is what God has declared it to be. When we fiaon that basis, we discover th
revelation is right, it is accurate, it does ddsenvhat is happening. And more, it te
us why things happen and what lies behind them.t#ifl is part of putting on this
armor, of appropriating Christ to the life in terofsyour present situation. It is all dor
in the realm of the thought life.

What do you do when you put on the breastplatégbteousness? You think of Chri
and what his righteousness means as it is imp#otgdu. What do you do when yo
take up the of the Spirit? You give heed, as we, $authose flashes of Scripture, tho
portions of the word of God that come to your mihdt immediate application to th
situation you are facing. But again, this is alhdan the realm of thou lit

At first it takes time to work this all through, tbas we learn how to do it, the proce
becomes much more rapid. We can almost instantahethink through this line of
approach to the problems we are facing. This ist#@l means in the letter to th
Corinthians when he says, take every thought captivobey Christ" (2 Corinthian
10:5).

sHarmful If Not Applied

If we. merely think about these things, howeverd aever bring our thoughts into
fulfillment through some form of action, we arewdty violating our basic humanity,
and this can be dangerous. Human beings are matetdohink and to do--in that
order. We receive information first, assimilateciorrelate: it, and think it out then we
act upon what we have both thought and felt. Ouotems and our mind, working
upon our will, bring us at last to activity. This the normal and proper procedure for
human living.

All our doing must and will grow out of thinkingoBietimes we speak of "thoughtless”
d actions. We say of someone that he acted thoughtléehis is impossible. You cannot
sact thoughtlessly. What we really mean is that smreehas acted with very superficial,
- shallow thinking. But it is actually impossible éver act without having first thought.

Yet it is possible to think without ever acting.aklis what the Apostle is bringing us to

in 2 Corinthians 10:5.

e To think without doing is inevitably frustrating.is like cooking and never eating. You
o Can imagine bow frustrating that would be. So theglement to putting on the armor
of God and the activity which results from it isgay, First to think through and then to
s pray.

Notice that the apostle does not reverse this lastduict us to pray first and then put on
_the armor of God. That is what we often try to dod the result is a feeble impotent
L prayer life. There is great practical help herolfow carefully the designated order of
atScripture.

Is

I think most Christians, if they were honest, woatthfess that they were dissatisfied
ewith their prayer life. They feel it is inadequatad perhaps infrequent. All of us at

times struggle to improve ourselves. Sometimes twigle to improve the quality as

well as the quantity of our prayer lives. Sometim&sadopt schedules that attempt to
st maintain or we develop long lists of names, prajeanhd. places that we try to
L remember in prayer or we attempt to discipline elwes in some way to a greater
sdninistry in this realm. In other words, we begirtiwihe doing, but when we do that,
o We are starting in the wrong place. We are viotatior basic human nature in doing it
that way. The place to start is not with the dding with the thinking.

sd he Place to Start

eNow | am not suggesting that there is, no placasiian discipline. There is. | am not
5 suggesting that won't need to take our wills anttipem to a task and follow through.
There is this need. But first, we should do whahilved in "putting on the armor of
God." First, think through the implications of ofaith, and then prayer will follow
naturally and much more easily. It will be thougihtbrayer--prayer that has meaning
and relevance.




That is the problem with much of our praying now,iti not? It is so shallow an
superficial. What is needed Prayer should be agrowth of thoughtfulness about th
implications of faith. at adds depth and significarto it. Prayer should be pointed a
purposeful.

Now, basically, what is prayer? Is it a mere sujteys as some people think,
mumbling, a talking to yourself under the deludegadn that you are addressing deit
Or is it a form of black magic by which some hedyagenie is expected to manipula
life to our desire--a kind of ecclesiastical Alagdilamp that we rub? | am afraid, ma
have that concept of prayer. On the other hand, &s certain groups tell us, sel
communion, a psychological form of talking to yalfsn which you discover depth
in your being that were there all the time, but gadinot realize it until you prayed?

All of these ideas of prayer bold no similarity vivhat we read in the Scripture on t
subject. Paul here recognizes two categories gepréhat which he calls (1) all praye]
and (2) supplication. "All prayer" is the widestssification; "supplication” is, th¢
specific request that is made in prayer. And if yake the whole range of Bibl
teaching on this great subject of prayer you wildfthat underlying all the biblical
presentation of prayer is the idea that it is cosaton with God. That is all it is; praye
is simply conversing with God.

Family Talk

As we understand the position of a Christian, aelet, he is in the family of God|

Therefore, prayer is family talk. It is a friendlytimate, frank, unrestricted talkin

with God, and it is into this close and intimatdatenship that every individual i$

brought by faith in Jesus Christ. By faith in Chrige pass out of the realm of beir
Strangers to God and aliens to the family of Gdd the intimate family circle of the
children of God. It is easy to talk within a famiyrcle, but think what harm is done
that intimacy if people refuse to talk within thenfily circle. Again, prayer, basically
is a conversation with God.

Now supplication is making some specific requesines says, "You do not | use Yy
do not ask" (James 4:2). In our conversation withd @ is perfectly proper to ask
because we are children and he is a Father. WhidiPsaying is, "After you have pu
on the armor of God, after, you have thought thhotige implications of your faith ir]
the ways that have been suggested previously,tilieto God about it." Tell him thg
whole thing. Tell him your reactions, tell him hgwu feel, describe your relationshig
to life around yea and your reactions to them, asidhim for what you need.

Prayer is often considered to be such a high ahdthimg that it has to be carried on
some artificial language or tone of voice. You h#ds so frequently from pulpits|

Pastors adopt what has been aptly called a "stajlasd voice." They pray as though

God were far off in some distant comer of the ursee But prayer is a simpl

1 conversation with a Father. It is what the Apod#scribes so beautifully in the Epistle
eto the Philippians,
nd

Have no anxiety about anything, but in everythiggobayer and supplication [there it
is again] with thanksgiving let your requests bedennown to God. And the peace of
a God, which passes all understanding, win keep yaarts and your minds in Christ
ydesus (Philippians 4:6-7).
e
YThat is a wonderful study in prayer. Paul is saythgre are three simple things
f-involved in prayer. First, worry about nothing: "Bexious for nothing," Christian
B friends, do you hear what that says? Worry abotiting! This is one of the major
problems in Christian living today. Christians aiher stumbling blocks to non-
Christians or are a glowing testimony and witnesthem depending on whether they
neworry or not. Christians are continually exhortedScripture to worry about nothing.
r,Now that doesn't, mean not to have a proper irtexksut things. Stoicism is not
> advocated here, but we are not to be anxiousufretbrried.

&

| Nevertheless this is so often the attitude of augsl Someone said, "I am so loaded up

I'with worries that if anything happened to me thisel it would be two weeks before |
could get around to worrying about it." Sometimaesmake an artificial attempt to cure
our worrying by will power. As another has put it,

I've joined the new 'Don't worry' Club
And now | bold my breath

I'm so scared I'm going to worry
That I'm worried half to death.

y

g
But the admonition is: Worry about nothing, andttisaonly possible when you have
O put on the armor of God. Do not try to attemptritamy other basis. Worry comes from
» fear, and the only thing that 'will dissolve feafacts. Therefore, to put on the armor of
God is to face the facts. just as they are.

UThe second thing Paul says is involved in prayetois'Pray about everything."

» Everything! Someone says, do you mean that Gauesested in little things as well as

t big things? Is there anything that is big to hinf?cBurse he is interested in them; he
says s0. The hairs on our head are numbered byJesus was at great pains to show
us that God is infinitely involved in the most miaudetails of out lives. He is

Sconcerned about everything. Therefore, pray abegryéhing.

And what is the result? "You will be kept throughything!" That is what he says in
NPhilippians. "The peace of God, which passes alktstanding.” It is a peace which no
one can explain which is there despite the circantss, and which certainly does not
arise out of any change of circumstances. And il kgep your hearts and your minds
P in Christ Jesus." Can there be anything more ralethan that in this troubled, anxious,

fretful, weary, disturbed world?



An Essential Link

Inherent in prayer are three basic facts. When nag we recognize first, the existen

of an invisible kingdom. We would never pray atifillve did not have some awarene|

that someone is listening, that behind what islasithere is an invisible kingdom. It i

not far off in space somewhere; it is right hetesurrounds us on every side. We &

constantly in touch with it even though we do nletays realize it. It lies behind th
facade of life, and all through the Scripture we axhorted to take heed of this,
reckon with it and deal with it, to acknowledgetthaxists.

The second thing that prayer reveals is that weas@dms have confidence that th

kingdom of God is highly significant, that it affscour lives directly, that the visibl
things which occur in our world are a direct resdilsomething that is happening in t
realm of invisibility. Therefore, if you want to ahge the visibilities, you must sta
with the invisibilities.

necessary to the effectiveness of prayer. And iteigainly not the meaning of this
phrase "in the Spirit." It has no relationshiptie emotions that we feel in prayer.

e

sdf He Promised

S

I'&Vvell, what is it, then? It means to pray accordinghe promises which the Spirit has
° given, and it is based on the character of God lwttie Spirit has made known. That is
[Opraying in the Spirit. God has never promised tewanr just any prayer, but he does

promise to answer prayer in a way that he has wlrejutlined and given to us. He

does so invariably and without partiality; he isnegpecter of persons in this matter of
eprayer. In the realm of our personal needs (thas=ds that call forth most of our
b prayers)--the need of wisdom, perhaps, or powepabience, or grace, or strength--
eGod's promise is specifically and definitely towasimmediately. He always answers
,that type of prayer immediately. 'To him that askshall be given" (Luke 11:9).

The Apostle is saying in our text that we must tdke matter of prayer seriously and

Third, and perhaps the most hotly contested fadhbyDevil and his forces is that olirlearn what God has promised. In other words, makigrsubject as you would master

prayers play a direct and essential part in briggdod's invisible power to bear o
visible life. In other words, God answers prayeayer is purposeful and powerful. It
not pitiful and pathetic pleading with only a rateance that it might be answered.

No, prayer is powerful. God answers! Prayer is ssestial link in the working of Gog
in the world today. Without it he often does notrlewith it he certainly does. Thos
three things are all involved in the matter of gray

But now we must immediately add that God answeagegraccording to his promise
There is a vague and undefined concept of praydrthein God answers any kind g
prayer, no matter what you want or how you ask iforThis, of course, results
frequently in disappointments and gives rise to whéespread belief that prayer
ineffectual. But God answers every prayer thagisell upon a promise.

Prayer does not start with us; it starts with G8dd must say he will do somethin
before we are free to ask him to do it. That is phént. That is how it works with &
father and his children. No parent commits himselfive his children a thing the
want or anything they ask for. He makes it cleathem that he will do certain thing
and not do other things. In the realm of thosetinthe father commits himself t
answer his children's requests. So it is with G8dd has given promises, and th
form the only proper basis for supplication.

This is what is meant here by Paul's reminder Wwatare to Pray at all times in th
Spirit. In the Spirit! Here again is a great ardamisunderstanding. Many take th
phrase "in the Spirit" to be descriptive of the ¢ios when we pray. They think it i
necessary to be greatly moved before prayer caffbetual, that we must always pra
with deep earnestness. This is, of course, posatbtenes, but it is not essential

nany other course of stud you undertake. Scientigt® mastered various areas in the
s realm of science. Teachers have become proficietiieaart of teaching. Artisans give
time. and study to their trade. in the same way,musst learn to master the art of
praying. For, though prayer is the simplest thimghie world--a conversation with God-
-it also can become the very deepest and mostymdfexperience in your life. As you
L grow in this matter of praying, you will discovérat God is very serious about prayer
and that through it he makes his omnipotence anmtismience available to us in terms
specific promises.

vJ

f When you learn to pray on that basis, you will digr that exciting and unexpected

- things are constantly happening, that there is iatdawt mighty power at work on

swhich you can rely. And as you learn to pray irsthvay, you find that a tremendous
weapon, a mighty power to influence your own lifedahe lives of others, is put at
your disposal.

g
. Open Their Eyes, Lord

y
s But we are not alone in this battle--this confiigth doubt, dismay, fear, confusion and
b uncertainty. No, there are others around us whavaaker and younger in Christ than
bywe are, and there are still others who are strothgar we. But all of us are all fighting

this battle together. We cannot put on the armdgad for another person, but we can
pray for that other person. We can call in reindonents when we find him engaged in
ea struggle greater than he can handle for the mgroemperhaps for which he is not

efully equipped. It may be, he has not yet learned to handle his armor adequately.
L We are to be aware of other people's problems &g fpr them. We are to pray that
lytheir eyes will be open to danger, and we are lp them realize how much is available
hrin the armor God has given them, for it is a meainspecific help and strength for

specific trial.




Notice how Paul asks this For himself in this vgrgssage. "Pray for me, that utterar
may be given me in opening my mouth boldly to paoulthe mystery of the, gospe
(Ephesians 6:19), This mighty apostle has a deegesef his need for prayer. He say
"Pray that God may grant to me boldness that | swiltonfident of the truth of which
speak that no fear of man will ever dissuade m&ugr me aside.” You find anothg

c&Vvhen we pray as God teaches us to pray we leagidase in our own lives and in the
" lives of others the immense resources of God tngthen the spirit and to give inner
sstability and power to meet the pressures and pnablof life.

I

I Our Father, we know so little about this mighty isiry of prayer. We pray that you

notable example of Paul's desire for prayer inctbeing verses of, the fifteenth chapteryill teach us to pray. Forgive us for the way weéaften looked at prayer as though it

of Romans where he asks the Christians to prayhfee things specifically: physicd
safety when he visits Jerusalem; a sensitive,ulasffirit when he speaks to Christia
there; and an ultimate opportunity to visit they @f Rome (Romans 15:30-32) Thrg
specific requests, and the record of Scripturdnds every one of them was answer
exactly as Paul had asked.

In reading through the prayers of Paul | find thatdeals with many matters. But he

prays repeatedly for other Christians that theiiritsial understanding might be
enlightened. He asks that the eyes of their mihditintelligence--might be opene)
and unveiled. This repetition in the Apostle's @rayindicates the importance
intelligently understanding life--what is true awtiat is false, what is real and what
phony. It also illustrates the power of the Dewilllind and confuse us and to mal
things look very different from the way they readise.

So the repeated prayer of the Apostle is, Lordndpeir eyes that their understandi
may be enlightened, that intelligence may be détatjfthat they may see things as th
are. In the letter of James, the importance ofipgafor others is forcefully underlined
"My brethren, if any one among you wanders fromttiieh and some one brings hi
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sirfrem the error of his way will
save his soul from death and will cover a multitudesins” (James 5:19, 20). Th

prayer of another person can change the whole ersop's life oftentimes overnight.

One Christmas eve my family and | were in the @idMevada mountains at Twal
Harte. When the sun went down, the landscape araangas dry and barren. A fe
brown leaves swirled down from the trees; it waymcally bleak winter landscape
But when we awoke the next morning it was to a veslashd of beauty. Every hars
line was softened, every blot was covered. A fivehi snowfall had fallen during th
night and the whole landscape was quietly and niaugly transformed into a fairylan
of delight.

| have seen this same thing happen in the lifenahdividual whose attitude toward th
things of God and of reality was hard, stubbornieeined to have his own way. B
virtue of prayer,' secretly performed in the clogdbtat person's heart was softeng
melted; mellowed, and changed. His total outlook wlzanged overnight.

Now it does not always happen overnight. Sometiinggkes much longer. Time is
factor which God alone controls, and he never putime limit on his instruction
concerning prayers. But he constantly calls ushis ministry of Prayer both fo
ourselves and for one another.

| were unimportant, insignificant, an optional thiirgour lives. Help us to take this
1Sseriously. Help us to realize that you have madke tthe point of contact between us
eds;\nd you. We pray, then, as the disciples prayedrdiLteach us to pray!" In thy name,
EAmen.

ijhapter 10. The Infallible Posture

Df
isOur study has led us now to the third and last addtiom of Paul, which is the aim and
Ldhrust of this entire It is given to us in only owerd, but a word which is repeated four
different times in these, few verses.

ngt is the word "stand.” Notice how it punctuatessé phrases:

ey

. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be ablé stand against the wiles of

Mthe devil...Therefore take the whole armor of Godthat you may be able to
withstand in the evil clay, and having done all, tostand. Stand therefore..."

€ (Ephesians 6:11, 11, 14).

!
Everything aims at our ability to stand. What dide@sean? | have often been impressed

Nin watching a football game to see the defendiagnts response to an especially hard

Vpush by their opponents. If they have an advaniagscore, the defenders will

- sometimes simply line up on the scrimmage lineregdahe rush of the opposing team

h and refuse to budge. That is exactly what this wactures to us. We are to refuse to

 move from the ground of faith we have taken, refissgield ground--stand. In the

I words of a modem advertisement, "Join the unswiiefs' Having done all (and only

then), we are to stand, unswitchable.

€Now why did the Apostle put it this way? Why doés@ say, having done all, fight?
Y Why does he not use some military term that spefiksoving out-advance or charge?
*dye must take these word seriously, for after kst are not just words that might be
used in a children's game. They are commands givem very serious fight. The
Apostle uses the word "stand" because it is thg prdper word to use. It is the only
A word which describes the final attitude we mustehtvinsure absolute victory.

As we look at this word more carefully, we can Hea# it touches on three aspects of
the struggle of life. First, the use of this wostdhd" reveals to us the intensity of the




struggle in which we are involved. We are told dthecause there are times when t
is all we can do. The most we can possibly hopgctieve at times is to simply stan
unmoved. There are times in battle when a soldierdo no more than try to prote
himself arid stay where he is. The intensity of ¢baflict becomes so furious, so fierc
there is nothing else be can do but simply holddmsund. That is what this wor
implies to us.

Paul has already spoken in this passage aboutlaysl which come. Thank God, all

life does not consist of evil days, but evil days dome. These are days wh
circumstances simply stagger us, when we face swngination of events, som
disheartening tragedy or circumstance that almoestk us off our feet, and we can (¢
nothing else but hope to stand where we are.

There are times when doubts plague us. We are edposntellectual attacks, and W
have all we can do to assert any degree of faitill.atWe find ourselves in situation

haither peoples by t distances of thought or timeatWWtappens on the other side of the

d,world today affects us tomorrow. We are very musfar@ of this. Evil days were once

ctlimited geographically. In the past, persecutioevgrintense in various places and

e,economic pressures became severe in certain avhds,in other parts of the world,

J things were fine. But now, as the age goes ongetlaesas of trouble become more
widespread. Now they are worldwide in their impact.

bf Surely we do not have to press this point. In Aogerve must realize we are living on
eran island of relative and security in the midstnoemormous sea of and distress. That
e sea is constantly eroding away our relative secuititis an irresistible rising tide, the
olappings. of whose waters we can already hear. iGonsl are not getting better in our
world; they are worsening. Any honest person, faaivorld conditions, must admit
this. The vaunted solutions of sincere men, suckdagation, scientific discoveries,
eeconomic improvements, better legislation, arewotking. Of course such solutions
s have their place, and | am not suggesting that ieegiiscarded. But they an not solving

and circumstances when we are overwhelmed witls faad anxieties and can scarcglyh€ problem. It is getting worse, for as we havensall along, the issue never lies in

keep our heads because of the pressure. Therena®when indifference seems to spp

our spiritual strength so much that we lose all atality. It drains, away our will to
act, and we seem unable to make ourselves to ditiptest things to maintain faith.

This is all part of the struggle. We get disturlyeien there seems to be no growth
our Christian faith. Our ministry or our witnespaprs to be impossible or ineffectiv

All the challenge and the keenness of our spiriitels gone. What are we to do then?
Paul says we are to gird up our loins, put on thelevarmor of God, pray--and having

done all, stand! Putting on the armor and prayirity mot necessarily change th
circumstance. Then what? Then stand! Stay rightevileu are. Refuse to move, refu
to think any more. Stand right where you are uh#l attack lessens. This is the fin
word.

Cycles of Trouble

Everywhere the Word of God warns us that as We dreaver the time of our Lord'

return, evil days will come more frequently. ThéBihas always told us that there wjll

be evil days, but sometimes we read certain prieditwrongly. There is a passage
Timothy, for instance, that refers to the lattemgs. "Now the Spirit expressly says th
in later times some will depart from the faith biyigg heed to deceitful spirits an

doctrines of demons!" (1 Timothy 4:1). We read thatthough it were a prediction of

the closing moments of the age. But "latter timagans the whole of the age from o
Lord's first coming until his second. Paul is nalking about one particular time @
trouble reserved for the last moment; be is talldhgut repetitive cycles of trouble th
come again an again about the whole course of thttee days.

Lghese superficial surface things. It lies much ée@pthe hearts and souls of men under

the control of a cruel and resistless power thatidates the world, which Paul refers

to as "the world rulers of this present darkne€mly the delivering strength of Jesus

Christ is adequate to deal with them. This is bedogfirmed to us from rather
nexpected sources these days. Listen to theseswiomdh a contemporary non-
hristian writer.

a)
c.

I remind you of what is happening in the greatesitof the earth today: Chicago,

e Detroit, Pittsburgh, London, Manchester, Paris, yipkHong Kong and the rest. These

Lcities are for the most part vast pools of humawakks of raw human nerves exposed

awithout benefit of illusion or hope to the new ges# world wrought by industrial man.
The people in these cities are lost. Some of thexrsa lost that they no longer even
know it, and they are the real lost ones. They h#um movies for distraction. They
gamble. They depress their sensibilities with ab¢obr they seek strong sensations to
dull their sense of. a meaningless existence (RicWaight, The Outsider).

ﬁ That is the world we are facing now and becauseth&re are many who are faltering
irjn their faith. All too often we read in the newppes of outstanding Christian leaders
a ho have suffered moral collapse and have beerolaithe. shelf, their ministry and

" heir testimony brought to an end. This is happgewverywhere.

urTo Reveal the False

f
atNow God is permitting this in order to separategheny from the true. He says be will

do this; the Word makes it very clear. There imsspge in Hebrews where we are told
definitely that the things which can be shaken Wwél shaken. God is allowing these

widespread in their impact as the age draws toldtse. There is a growing awaren

But the Word also suggests that these cycles bedmrezr in intensity and mog

testings to reveal the genuine and to remove whatbe shaken in order that what
s§annot be shaken might remain (Hebrews 12:26-2¥gréfore, evil days come. When

in out day that we live in a one-world communitye\iire no longer separated fromthey come into your own personal experience, ydunged to remember that the Word



of God to you is to put on the whole armor of Gimdpray, and then stand. Perhaps
will realize that there is nothing else you canloiat, you can win if you will stand.

Not long ago | ran across a letter from a missiprart in the jungles of New Guine
writing to his friends at home. He was caught tkeywspirit of our Christian faith in
these words:

Man, it is great to be in the thick of the fight, draw the old devil's heaviest guns,
have him at you with depression and discouragerstartder, disease. He doesn't wa
time on a lukewarm bunch. He hits good and hardnwdéellow is hitting him. You
can always measure the weight of your blow by the you get back. When you o
your back with fever and at your last ounce ofrgite, when some of your conver|

obattle lines are. We do not need to take new gram@hristians. We cannot do this.
AD that has been accomplished and given to us.ulle 3ays, in almost the last word
of the New Testament, "contend for the faith whigds once for all delivered to the
5 saints” (Jude 3). We are to hold on to that whidd @ives us and not let any of it be
lost or taken from us. That is what "contend far fhith" means. It does not mean to
attack everyone who does not agree with you. Itnmda hold on to what God has
given you and utilize it to the full. As Paul wist€orinthians, "stand firm in your faith,
tcpe courageous, be strong" (1 Corinthians 16:13)nBosurrender an inch of ground
igven though others do.

nWell, someone says, this is so negative, so defensidon't like to hear such talk. It
tssounds as though Christians are to cover theirshead avoid all contact with the

backslide, when you learn that your most promisimguirers are only fooling, when World while trying somehow to get through life aod to heaven without becoming

your mail gets held-up, some don't bother to angwer letters, is that the time to p
on mourning? No, sir. That's the time to pull cug stops and shout, Hallelujah! T
old fellow's getting it in the neck and hitting kadHeaven is leaning over th
battlements and watching. 'Will he stick it? Andtlasy see Who is with us, as they s
the unlimited reserves, the boundless resourcabegissee the impossibility of failurg
how disgusted and sad they must be when we run.alagy to God! We're not going
to run away. We're going to stand.

"Join the unswitchables." That is the Christiandvor

Now there is a second thing indicated by this wisthnd." It indicates to us th
character of the baffle the Christian faces. The ddcstanding implies a defensivi
action, primarily. The proper defense will win thday. | know that is often
misunderstood., for we frequently bear the sayifge best defense is a good offens

it contaminated. That, of course, is exactly the pregation which the Devil wants us to
ehave of this word "stand." It is defensive actibat the amazing thing is that this kind
e of defensive action becomes the greatest offeres€linistian can mount.

ee

, The fact is, the Christian who learns to standjit® up no segment of his faith, but to
put on the armor of God and to pray and thus beowsalrie, is the only one who in any
way will or can touch the world around him. He lie tonly one who will reflect the
love of Christ in the midst of unlovely situatiorée is the only one who will be able to
manifest peace and certainty and poise and assuiartbe midst of a very troubled
and unhappy world.

e Christians who learn to stand make possible sorgesdeof rest and enjoyment for the
world. We are the salt of the earth, Jesus saiti, Pt if the salt has lost its savor,

e what good is it? It is good for nothing but to @sicout and trodden under the feet of

But if a castle is under attack from an army, thgle is not won by those in the casflenen!” That is, by and large, what the world is dpinith the church these clays--

venturing forth to overwhelm the army outside. Thedtle is won by repelling al
invasion. This is a picture of our Christian lifiéhis is a defend battle. We are not out
take new ground, we are to defend that which maaly ours.

In the Christian battle the offensive work was doearly 2000 years ago at the Crd
and the Resurrection. The Lord Jesus is the orgywdro has the power and strength
take the offense in this great battle with the geinf darkness. But he has done th
All that we possess as believers is already gigarst We do not fight for it. We do ng
battle to be saved or fight to be justified or faeg or accepted into the family of Go
All these things are given to us. They were worAbgther who, in the words of Pat
in Colossians, "disarmed the principalities and @@rand made a public example
them, triumphing over them in him" (Colossians 2:15

No New Ground

But we are to fight to use all this, to enjoy @,ftilly experience it. The enemy is tryin

treading it under foot as worthless, useless. Thdtecause we have not learned to
ttand.

But when a Christian learns this, it is the vemt ilhat he can stand when everyone else
sés falling that draws the attention of others arakes them seek his secret. People will
t&top, look, and listen and say, 'What is it thaisthpeople have? They don't live way
alike we do; they don't go along with the rest o# trowd, They, sewn to be able to
t resist these compelling pressures that we so egisiyin to."

.

| That is what manhood is. That is what God is afféat is what he wants to make us in

ofChrist. But the purpose of the battle is not todmee that kind of a man, for that is
precisely the kind of man Christ makes us whenailew him. The battle is to show it,
to reveal it, to manifest what we are, and thusefase to believe the lies that keep us
weak and make us act like an animal rather thaarma RPut on the whole armor of God-
-all that Christ is, pray, and having done allnsia

D «Q

to keep us from realizing what we have and fromgi#i to the full. There is where th



Now, there is a third thing suggested by the watarid," and that is the certainty

victory. If putting on the armor of God and prayeakes it possible to stand unmov
and unmovable, then there is nothing more requoedin. After all, if a castle canno
be taken, the attacking army has nothing left tdodbto withdraw. There is nothin
else they can do. They are defeated, beaten.

| have discussed at considerable length the clegsrof Satan, his subtlety of attach
the wiles of the Devil and the impossibility of dafing him by human wisdom. Evef
saint in the record of Scripture, every believeotighout history, has been, at one ti
or another, defeated by the Devil when he triechédch wit's with the Devil in his ow
strength. This is true.But it is also true that whany saint, any believer--even t
newest and the weakest--stands in the strengthho§tCputs on the whole armor ¢
God and in dependence upon Se presence of Godyerpistands, the Devil is alway
defeated.

The Fatal Flaw

This is because of a basic weakness, a fatal flatheé Devil's approach. When t
believer stands on the ground of Faith, the Ddwibgs overreaches himself. He go
too far. That is because he commits himself toesmés, and in that lies his defea
Sooner or later the reality which is truth mustdrae apparent. The Devil can nev|
take the ground of truth because that, of courseldvdefeat his own aims. He cann
defend and support God, for he is out to attackarait him. Because God is truth, g
that the Devil can do is take the ground of untr@hextremes, distortions, wrongnes
Ultimately, because God is truth (and truth is aisvéhe reflection of God) and Go
never changes, en must finally prevail. That hanlieue throughout the entire histo
of the world, and it will be the continuing recdrdm now on.

Abraham Lincoln expressed it well in that famoustation, "It is possible to fool som
of the people all of the time, and all of the peopbme of the time, but it is impossib|
to fool all of the people all of the time." Trutbraes out. God is truth. If we live with

long enough, stand on it long enough, it will pieaad reveal itself.

This explains what we have referred to at timestlas phenomenon of fashions

bfupon and laughed at and scorned by the world withe into fashion again and be held

ecdlp as the newest discovery of the brilliant in@llef men. Then you, who have

t believed it right along, are right back in styleaag Truth never changes.

)
The Devil must ultimately be defeated if you wilnply stand on what God has said.
We might even feel a little sorry for the Devily fib is his cruel fate to be continually

-defeated by the very weapons which he tries toagsinst God and his people. That is

ywhy it is so foolish to believe the lies of the lev
e

| often think the Devil is like the villain in theld Western melodramas. Remember

1:ahow the plot always develops? The heroine appeafsetdowned, and the villain

=

always appears to have the upper hand as he tngrlmustache and rubs his hands
Stogether. But at the critical moment the hero asiand the plot changes. The villain is
beat by his own devices, and he slinks off theestagttering, "Curses! Foiled again!"
Now that is the Devil's fate when he attacks angigfian who is willing to stand.

The cross is the great example of this. The crosked like the supreme achievement
eof the Devil, the, supreme moment of victory whéintlee powers of darkness were
ehowling with glee as they saw the Son of God beated wounded, rejected and
it despised, hanging upon a cross, naked, beforbealvorld. It looked like the triumph
erof darkness. Jesus said it was. "This is your hdwgr said, "and the power of darkness."
ot

IIBut it was at that very moment when the Devil ldstthe cross all that he had risked
Swas defeated, beaten down, and the Devil and slhgels were disarmed and openly
d displayed as defeated by the power of Jesus Chiis.is what God does all through

[Ylife. The Devil sends sickness, defeat, death, sk, pain, suffering, and tragedy. It is
all the work of Satan. But that is not the wholédhaf story. God takes those very things
and uses them to strengthen us and bless usctotsaand enlarge us and fulfills us--if

e we stand. This is the whole of the story.

e

t The Final Issue

Here is a statement from a Christian man who haa be invalid all his life. He is one
Nof those lonely, obscure people who live in cortstain who does not know what it

evil.” Anyone who has been a Christian for a coesitile period of time learns thatmeans to be able to use his physical body in anyexaept in pain and suffering. But

error comes in cycles, like clothing styles. Youyntee out of style for awhile, but i
you stay with the same one long enough it will cdraek in. If you are standing on th
truth of God, there will be times when it is regaddvith utter scorn by the world. Th
truth will be laughed at and you will be mockedt Bwyou follow those foolish peopld
who think they must adjust to every sweeping trehdhe times and try to maintai
what they call "intellectual respectability" at &thes, you will find that as fast as yo
adjust, styles change and you are out of stylenagai

But if you continue to stand fast on what God heslated unchangeable, you will fin

he writes this:
e

€ Loneliness is not a thing of itself, not an evinséo rob us of the joys of life.
Loneliness, loss, pain, sorrow, these are dis@plitcod's gifts to drive us to his very

! heart, to increase our capacity for him, to shamguam sensitivities and understanding,

Y10 temper our spiritual lives so that they may Imeahannels of his mercy to others
and so bear fruit for his kingdom. But these dikiogs must be seized upon and used,
not thwarted; It must not be seen as excusesvimglin the shadow of half-lives, but

das messengers, however painful, to bring our sotdsvital contact with the Living
n

a strange phenomenon happening: The very truthsgha/ears ago were looked ow



God, that our lives may be filled to overflowingtvihimself in ways that may,
perhaps, be impossible to those who know lesged$ lilarkness.

Now that is what it means to stand. One of thegs,dhe Bible says, the struggle will
end. It will end for all of us at the end of owds, but it may end before that in the
coming of the Lord. Some day it will be over; theseo doubt of that. And some day it
will be written of some, as it is recorded in theoR of Revelation, "They have

conquered him [the great dragon, the devil] bydloed of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, for they loved not their livesen unto death” (Revelation 12:11).
The great issue of life is not how much money wéenar how much favor we gather
or how much of a name we make for ourselves. Thatgssue, above all, is whether it
can be written of us as we come to the end thadweecame by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of our testimony, for we loved oot lives unto death.

These are perilous days, our Father. But we thank lyord that we do not get our view
of life from the news papers, but from the realifyyour living Word. Help us to
believe it and obey it and thus to stand undefeatetiundefeatable. In Christ's name,
Amen.
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