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Introduction

IT is often said that the great aim of the preachgght to be to translate Scripture tru
from its Jewish form into the language and the ¢jinbwf the nineteenth century, and
to make it intelligible and acceptable to our oatinChristians. It is to be feared th
the experiment will do more harm than good. Indbarse of the translation the forg

would be so glad if you would tell God's peofihat they have a CovenatiThough
this letter was not the occasion of the writingha# book, and our Covenant rights have
been considered in a far wider aspect than thkitioa to prayer, | am persuaded that
nothing will help us more in our work of intercemsj than the entrance for ourselves
personally into what it means, that we have a Careod.

tt My one great desire has been to ask Christianshehdhey are really seeking to find
B out what exactly God wants them to be, and is mgllio make them. It is only as they
A'wait, "that the mind of the Lord may be showed thetiat their faith can ever truly

€see, or accept, or enjoy what God calls "His saudt As long as we expect God to do

of the original is lost. The scholar who trustgremslations will never become a mas
of the language he wants to learn. A race of dhristwill be raised up, to whom t
language of God's Word, and with that the God wbaks it, will be strange. In th

€for us what we ask or think, we limit Him. When elieve that as high as the heavens
are above the earth, His thoughts are above ougttis, and wait on Him as God to do
unto us according to His Word, as He means it, madl e prepared to live the truly

Scripture words not a little of Scripture truth Mhle lost. For the true Christian lif supernatural, heavenly life the Holy Spirit can kvisr us the true Christ life.
nothing is so healthful and invigorating as to hageh man come and study for himsel

the very words in which the Holy Ghost has spoken.

One of the words of Scripture, which is almost goimut of fashion, is the wor
Covenant. There was a time when it was the keyobtee theology and the Christi

life of strong and holy men. We know how deep intnd it entered into the nation
life and thought. It made mighty men, to whom Gawgl His promise and power we
wonderfully real. It will be found still to bringtrength and purpose to those who w
take the trouble to bring all their life under amhtof the inspiring assurance that th
are living in covenant with a God who has swornhfaily to fulfil in them every
promise He has given.

This book is a humble attempt to show what exaittty blessings are that God h
covenanted to bestow on us; what the assurante i€dvenant gives that they mu

and can, and will be fulfilled; what the hold ondHimself is which it thus gives us;

and what the conditions are for the full and caminexperience of its blessings. | fe|
confident that if 1 can lead any to listen to whabod has to say to them of H
Covenant, and to deal with Him as a Covenant Gad)libring them strength and joy.

Not long ago | received from one of my corresponsien letter with the following

May God lead every reader into the secret of Hes@nce, and " show him His

Covenant."

Wellington, South Africa
c 1st November 1898.
i ANDREW MURRAY.
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Chapter |
Covenant God

h.'Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is Gaag faithful God, which keepeth
s covenant and mercy with them that love Him and Keéispcommandments."Beu 7:9

e MEN often make covenants. They know the advantegbe derived from them. As an

s end of enmity or uncertainty, as a statement ofices and benefits to be rendered, as a
security for their certain performance, as a bdnanaity and goodwill, as a ground for
perfect confidence and friendship, a covenant ftas been of unspeakable value.

passage in it:-"l think you will excuse and undanst me when | say there is omeln His infinite condescension to our human weakrass need, there is no possible

further note of power | would like so much to hantroduced into your next book o
Intercession. God Himself has, | know, been givimg some direct teaching this wint
upon the place the New Covenant is to have indetsory prayer...I know you beliey

n way in which men pledge their faithfulness, thad@as not sought to make use of, to
b1 give us perfect confidence in Him, and the fulllmaace of all that He, in His infinite
eriches and power as God, has promised to do tdtus. with this view He has

in the Covenant, and the Covenant rights we havaceount of it. Have you followed consented to bind Himself by covenant, as if Heldawot be trusted. Blessed is the

out your views of the Covenant as they bear up@ ghbject of intercession? Am
wrong in coming to the conclusion that we may cdroklly into God's presence, ar
not only ask, but claim a Covenant right throughri€thJesus to all the spiritug
searching, and cleansing, and knowledge, and p@samised in the three grea
Covenant promises? If you would take the Covenantt speak of it as God coul
enable you to speak, | think that would be the kpst way the Lord could take to mak

| man who truly knows God as his Covenant God; whowe what the Covenant
dpromises him; what unwavering confidence of exge@mntat secures, that all its terms
| will be fulfilled to him; what a claim and hold gives him on the Covenant-keeping
it God Himself. To many a man, who has never thougithmof the Covenant, a true and
d living faith in it would mean the transformation lois whole life.The full knowledge
eof what God wants to déor him; the assurance that it will be donky an Almighty

His Church wake up to the power He has put intohaunds in giving us a Covenant

IPower;the being drawn to God Himseifh personal surrender, and dependence, and



waiting to have it done; all this would make thev€oant the very gate of heaven. M
the Holy Spirit give us some vision of its glory.

When God created man in His image and likenesgsad that he might have a life
like His own as it was possible for a creatureite.|This was to be by God Himse
living and working all in man. For this man wasyield himself in loving dependenc
to the wonderful glory of being the recipient, thearer, the manifestation of a Divir
life. The one secret of man's happiness was tothestul surrender of his whole bein
to the willing and the working of God. When sin exetd, this relation to God wa
destroyed; when man had disobeyed, he feared Gabdlexhfrom Him. He no longe
knew, or loved, or trusted God.

Man could not save himself from the power of sirhi$ redemption was to be effecte
God must do it all. And if God was to do it in hamy with the law of man's naturg
man must be brought to desire it, to yield his inglconsent, and entrust himself
God. All that God wanted man to do was, to believédim. What a man believeg
moves and rules his whole being, enters into hima, laecomes part of his very life

Oh that we knew how God longs that we should tHist, and how surely His every
promise must be fulfilled to those who do so! Ohttilwve knew how it is owing to
nothing but our unbelief that we cannot enter the®possession of God's promises, and
\<that God cannot—yes, cannot—do His mighty workasnand for us, and through us!
f Oh that we knew how one of the surest remediesdounbelief—the divinely chosen

L cure for it—is the Covenant into which God has esdewith us! The whole
edispensation of the Spirit, the whole economy @icgrin Christ Jesus, the whole of our
gspiritual life, the whole of the health and grovethd strength of the Church, has been
s laid down and provided for, and secured in the NBeBwenant. No wonder that, where
that Covenant, with its wonderful promises, is #&tiel thought of, its plea for an
abounding and unhesitating confidence in God #e litnderstood, its claim upon the
faithfulness of the Omnipotent God so little testeol wonder that Christian life should
4 miss the joy and the strength, the holiness andhéaenliness which God meant and
so clearly promised that it should have.

h

[
, Let us listen to the words in which God's Word<ai to know, and worship, and trust

_our Covenant-keeping God it may be we shall finditwee have been looking for: the

@)

Salvation could only be by faith: God restoring {fe man had lost; man in faith deeper, the full experience of all God's grace darin us. In our text Moses says:

yielding himself to God's work and will. The firgteat work of God with man was t
get him to believe. This work cost God more caré time and patience than we ¢
easily conceive. All the dealings with individuaem and with the people of Israel, h
just this one object, to teach men to trust Him.ev¢hHe found faith He could d
anything. Nothing dishonored and grieved Him so Imas unbelief. Unbelief was th
root of disobedience and every sin; it made it isgiide for God to do His work. Th
one thing God sought to waken in men by promise thnelatening, by mercy an
judgment, was faith.

Of the many devices of which God's patient and esndnding grace made use to §
up and strengthen faith, one of the chief was -Gbeenant. In more than one way G
sought to effect this by His Covenant. First of, allis Covenant was alwaya

revelation of His purposesholding out, in definite promise, what God wadling to

work in those with whom the Covenant was made.ds$ wa Divine pattern of the wor
God intended to do in their behalf, that they mikfmdw what to desire and expect, th
their faith might nourish itself with the very tlgs, though as yet unseen, which G
was working out. Then, the Covenant was meant to dezurity and guarantgeas
simple and plain and humanlike as the Divine glooyld make it, that the very thing
which God had promised would indeed be broughtasspand wrought out in thos
with whom He had entered into covenant. Amid allageand disappointment, an
apparent failure of the Divine promises, the Cowneneas to be the anchor of the so
pledging the Divine veracity and faithfulness antthangeableness for the certs
performance of what had been promised. And so theei@ant was, above all, to giv
man a hold upon God, as the Covenant-keeping @olihk him to God Himself in
expectation and hope, to bring him to make God Mifmalone the portion and th
strength of his soul.

h "Know thereforethat the Lord thy God, He is Gpthe faithful God, which keepeth

I,povenantwith them that love Him." Hear what God says imidf: "The mountains

(shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kieeb shall not depart from thee

h neither shall My covenant of peace be remoyadith the Lord that hath mercy on

c thee.” More sure than any mountain is the fulfilinef every Covenant promise. Of

L the New Covenant, in Jeremiah, God speaksvill make an everlasting covenant

H with them, that | will not turn away from themto do them good; but I will put My
fear in their hearts, that they shall not depanrifiMe." The Covenant secures alike that
God will not turn from us, nor we depart from Hiide undertakes both for Himself

tand us.

D
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Let us ask very earnestly whether the lack in ohrigfian life, and specially in our
faith, is not owing to the neglect of the Covenakie have not worshipped nor trusted
kK the Covenant-keeping God. Our soul has not doné¢ @&bd called us to—"to take hold
gof His Covenant,” " to remember the Covenant"tiwénder that our faith has failed
b and come short of the blessing? God could notl fHi$ promises in us. If we will
begin to examine into the terms of the Covenantheditle-deeds of our inheritance,
s and the riches we are to possess even here on igavthwill think of the certainty of
etheir fulfillment, more sure than the foundatioristee everlasting mountains; if we will
4 turn to the God who has engaged to do all for u® keepeth covenant for ever, our
1 life will become different from what it has beetican, and will be, all that God would
jjmake it.
e
The great lack of our religion is—we need more aldGWe accept salvation as His
b gift, and we do not know that the only object dfvation, its chief blessing, is to fit us
for, and bring us back tdhat close intercourse with Gofibr which we were created,
and in which our glory in eternity will be foundllAhat God has ever done for His

people in making a covenant was always to bringitke Himself as their chief, their



only good, to teach them to trust in Him, to deigh Him, to be one with Him. |

fulfillment and possession. As that in which theetexcellency of the second consists

cannot be otherwise. If God indeed be nothing buery fountain of goodness andis opened up to us, we can spiritually enter int@awwGod has prepared for us. Let us try

glory, of beauty and. blessedness, the more wéhaae of His presence, the more
conform to His will, the more we are engaged in kbsvice, the more we have Hi
ruling and working all in us, the more truly hapghall we be. If God indeed be there
Owner and Author of life and strength, of holinessl happiness, and can alone g
and work it in us, the more we trust Him, and depand wait on Him, the stronger an
the holier and the happier we shall be. And thdy ena true and good religious lifg
which brings us every day nearer to this God, whiakes us give up everything 1
have more of Him. No obedience can be too strictdapendence too absolute,
submission too complete, no confidence too impltoita soul that is learning to cou
God Himself its chief good, its exceeding joy.

In entering into covenant with us, God's one objgtb draw us to Himself, to rende
us entirely dependent upon Himself, and so to brieginto the right position an
disposition in which He can fill us with Himself,idllove, and His blessedness. Let
undertake our study of the New Covenant, in whictye are believers, God is at th
moment living and walking with us, with the hongstrpose and surrender, at a
price, to know what God wishes to be to us, tordad, and to have us be and do
Him. The New Covenant may become to us one of timelaws of heaven throug
which we see into the face, into the very hearGodl.

Chapter Il
The Two Covenants: Their Relation

"It is written, that Abraham had two sons, one hg bondmaid, and one by th
freewoman, Howbeit, the one by the bondmaid is ladter the flesh; but the son by th
freewoman is born through promise. Which thingstaionan allegory: for thesg
women are two covenants'Gal 4:22-24

THERE are two covenants, one called the Old, therathe New. God speaks of th
very distinctly in Jeremiah, where He says "Thesdagme, that | will make a ney
covenant with the house of Israel, not after theesoant | made with their fathers" (J¢
31:31). This is quoted in Hebrews, with the addititn that—He saith a new covenar

He hath made the first old." Our Lord spoke Himsglfthe New Covenant in His

blood. In His dealings with His people, in His wimidx out His great redemption, it ha
pleased God that there should be two covenants.

It has pleased Him, not as an arbitrary appointmieat for good and wise reason

tand understand why there should have been twdardéss nor more.

PYThe reason is to be found in the fact that, irgiefi, in all intercourse between God and
V'man, there are two parties, and that each of thess have the opportunity to prove
Cwhat their part is in the Covenant. In the Old Gu@ man had the opportunity given
» him to prove what He could do, with the aid of #lé means of grace God could
Obestow. That Covenant ended in man proving his emfaithfulness and failure. In the
“New Covenant, God is to prove what He can do witimnall unfaithful and feeble as
Nhe is, when He is allowed and trusteddo all the work The Old Covenant was one
dependent on man's obedience, one which he coalikband did breaklér 31:3%.
The New Covenant was one which God has engagelhevalr be brokertde Himself
rkeeps it and ensures our keeping it: so He makemnitEverlasting Covenant.
)

U it will repay us richly to look a little deeper athis. This relation of God to fallen man
Sin covenant is the same as it was to unfallen namrCeeator. And what was that
Mrelation? God proposed to make a man in His owmérand likeness. The chief glory
tof God is that He has life in Himself; that He islépendent of all else, and owes what
' He is to Himself alone. If the image and likeneb$od was not to be a mere name,
and man was really to be like God in the power &kenhimself what he was to be, he
must needs have the power of free will and selémeination. This was the problem
God had to solve in man's creation in His imagenMaes to be a creature made by
God, and yet he was to be, as far as a creatulld beu like God, self made. In all
God's treatment of man these two factors were w®vbe taken into account. God was
eever to take the initiative, and be to man the sewf life. Man was ever to be the
erecipient, and yet at the same time the dispos¢hefife God bestowed. When man
L had fallen through sin, and God entered into a waneof salvation, these two sides of
the relationship had still to be maintained int&a&bd was ever to be the first, and man
the second. And yet man, as made in God's image,ewer, as second, to have full
time and opportunity to appropriate or reject w@atl gave, to prove how far he could
help himself, and indeed be self-made. His absalefiendence upon God was not to
be forced upon him; if it was really to be a thsfgnoral worth and true blessedness, it
‘must be his deliberate and voluntary choice. Anslitbw is the reason why there was a
first and a second covenant, that in the first, 'maesires and efforts might be fully
awakened, and time given for him to make full probfwhat his human nature, with
the aid of outward instruction and miracles and mseaf grace, could accomplish.
When his utter impotence, his hopeless captivitdeurthe power of sin had been
discovered, there came the New Covenant, in whioth @as to reveal how man's true
S liberty from sin and self and the creature, hi® tobility and God-likeness, was to be

i<

v

— =

wn

which made it indispensably necessary that it shaié so, and no otherwise. Theg, nq in the most entire and absolute dependénd@pd's being and doing all within

clearer our insight into the reasons, and the Rivisasonableness, of there thus be
two covenants, and into their relation to each mttiee more full and true can be o
own personal apprehension of what the New Coversamteant to be to us. The|
indicate two stages in God's dealing with man; tays of serving God, a lower @
elementary one of preparation and promise, a higitremore advanced one (

" him.
I

¥In the very nature of things there was no other passible to God than this in dealing

fwith a being whom He had endowed with the Godlikevgr of a will. And all the

weight this reason for the Divine procedure ha&od's dealing with His people as a



whole, it equally has in dealing with the individluihe two covenants represent ty
stages of God's education of man and of man's regeelfier God. The progress af
transition from the one to the other is not meretyonological or historical; it ig
organic and spiritual. In greater or lesser degrseseen in every member of the bod

clt is thus not only in Abraham's home that thereesmbe types of the two covenants,
cthe spirit of bondage and the spirit of libertyt buen in God's home in the temple. The

priests had not yet the liberty of access intoRhther's presence. Not only among the
y Galatians, but everywhere throughout the Churatrettare to be found two classes of

as well as in the body as a whole. Under the Olde@ant there were men in whom, by Christians. Some are content with the mingled lif@f flesh and half spirit, half self-

anticipation, the powers of the coming redemptioarked mightily. In the New
Covenant there are men in whom the spirit of the €ill makes itself manifest. Th
New Testament proves, in some of its most imporggigtles, especially those to t
Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews, how possibleniitign the New Covenant still to b
held fast in the bondage of the Old.

This is the teaching of the passage from which tewt is taken. In the home @
Abraham, the father of the faithful, Ishmael analals are both found—the one born
a slave, the other of a free woman; the one dfteflesh and the will of man, the oth
through the promise and the power of God; the o for a time, then to be cast oy
the other to be heir of all. A picture held up ke tGalatians of the life they wer
leading, as they trusted to the flesh and its ieligmaking a fair show, and yet prove

by their being led captive to sin, to be, not ¢ free but of the bond woman. Only

through faith in the promise and the mighty quidkgrpower of God could they, coul
any of them, be made truly and fully free, and dtamthe freedom with which Chrig
has made us free.

As we proceed to study the two covenants in thet laf this and other scriptures, w
shall see how they are indeed the Divine revelatfadmo systems of religious worshif
each with its spirit or, life-principle ruling eweman who professes to be a Christid
We shall see how the one great cause of the femtdenf so many Christians is ju
this, that the Old Covenant spirit of bondage btils the mastery. And we shall see t
nothing but a spiritual insight, with a whole-heakt acceptance, and a livin
experience, of all the New Covenant engatas God will work in us can possibly fit
for walking as God would have us do.

This truth of there being two stages in our seragt&od, two degrees of nearness
our worship, is typified in many things in the Qlgvenant worship; perhaps nowhe
more clearly than in the difference between theyHRlace and the Most Holy Place
the temple, with the veil separating, them. Inte former the priests might alway
enter to draw near to God. And yet they might rezhe too near; the veil kept them
a distance. To enter within that, was death. Ongsaa the High Priest might enter, ag
promise of the time when the veil should be takeayaand the full access to dwell i

God's presence be given to His people. In Chdstgh the veil of the temple was rent

and His blood gives us boldness and power to émiethe Holiest of all and live ther
day by day in the immediate presence of God. liyishe Holy Spirit, who issued fort
from that Holiest of all, where Christ had enteredpring its life to us, and make U
one with it, that we can have the power to live aadk always with the consciousne
of God's presence in us.

effort and half grace. Others are not content with, but are seeking with their whole

b heart to know to the full what the deliverance freim and what the abiding full power

efor a walk in God's presence is, which the New @aw¢ has brought and can give.

. God help us all to be satisfied with nothing I¢Ss&e Note A, on the Second Bless)ng

Chapter 11l
f The First Covenant

(0]

PI"Now therefore, if ye willobey My voice, and keep My covenant, ye shall be a peculiar

t,treasure unto Me."Exo 19:5
e

d "He declared unto youlis covenant, which He commanded you to perform, even ten

i commandments."-Beu 4:13

t
"If ye keep these judgmentshe Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant,'Beu
7:12

€
"I will make a new covenant with the house of I§raet according to the covenant
l'rwhich | made with their fathers, which My coven#rey brake."Jer 31:31, 32

S
i WE have seen how the reason for there being tweas is to be found in the need

gof giving the Divine and the human will, each theire place in the working out of
man's destiny. God ever takes the initiative. Marstnthen have the opportunity to do
his part, and to prove either what he can do, edsdo have done for him. The OId
Covenant was on the one hand indispensably negessaraken man's desires, to call
i forth his efforts, to deepen the sense of deperedendGod, to convince of his sin and
Jmpotence, and so to prepare him to feel the néatieosalvation of Christ. In the
significant language of Paul, "The law was our stmaster unto Christ." "We were
skept under the law, shut up unto the faith, whibbwsd afterwards be revealed.” To
.understand the Old Covenant aright we must everemdmer its two great
.Characteristics—the one, that it was of Divine apfoent, fraught with much true
i blessing, andbsolutely indispensablfor the working out of God's purposes; the other,
that it was only provisional and preparatory to ething higher, andherefore
| absolutely insufficientfor giving that full salvation which man needi$ heart or the
| heart of God is to be satisfied.

s
scNote now the terms of this first Covenanif ye will obey My voice and keep My

covenant, ye shall be unto Me a holy nation." Qrjtas expressed in Jeremiake(
7:23 11:4), "Obey My voice, and | will be your God." Obedgen everywhere,

r
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especially in the Book of Deuteronomy, appears res dondition of blessing. "A



blessing if ye obey"Jer 11:2J. Some may ask how God could make a covenarft our benefactor, a schoolmaster unto Christ, intosercharge, as to a tutor or governor,
which He knew that man could not keep it. The amsaypens up to us the whole naturewe had been given, till the time appointed of tlahEr. We are everywhere brought
and object of the Covenant. All education, Divimehaman, ever deals. with its pupi|sback to what we said above. The Old Covenant islatey indispensable for the
on the principle—faithfulness in the less is edséid the attainment of the greater. |r preparation work it had to do; utterly insufficietd work for us a true or a full
taking Israel into His training, God dealt with thes men in whom, with all the ruip redemption.

sin had brought, there still was a conscience dgguof good and evil, a heart capabl

of being stirred to long after God, and a will twose the good and to choose Himsel The two great lessons God would teach us by ivang simple. The one is the lesson
Before Christ and His salvation could be revealedianderstood and truly appreciated of SIN, the other the lesson of HOLINESS. The Oti€hant attains its object only as

these faculties of man had to be stirred and wakefibe law took men into it
training, and sought, if | may use the expressiormake the very best that could
made of them by external instruction. In the primvianade in the law for a symbolic
atonement and pardon, in all God's revelation ahs#if through priest and proph
and king, in His interposition in providence anéa®, everything was done that H
could do, to touch and win the heart of His peapid to give force to the appeal
their self-interest or their gratitude, their feartheir love.

Its work was not without fruit. Under the law, advstered by the grace that ev
accompanied it, there was trained up a number ofwi®se great mark was the fear
God, and a desire to walk blameless in all His cam#iments. And yet, as a whol
Scripture represents the Old Covenant as a failline. law had promised life; but

could not give it Deu 4:3 Gal 3:2). The real purpose for which God had given it w
the very opposite: it was meant by Him as "a miatgin of death." He gave it that

might convince man of his sin, and might so wakesn ¢onfession of his impotenc
and of his need of a New Covenant and a true retiempt is in this view that
Scripture uses such strong expressions—"By thadale knowledge of sinthatevery

mouth may be stopped, artie whole worldmay become guilty before God." " Th
law worketh wrath" "The law entered, thahe offence might abound "That sin by
the commandment might appesceeding sinful' "As many as are of the works of th
law areunder the curse' "We were kept under the law, shut up to thehfaivhich

should afterwards be revealed." "Wherefore thevas our schoolmaster to bring us

Christ, that we might be justified by faith." Theegt work of the law was to discover

what sin was: its hatefulness as accursed of Gednisery, working temporal an
eternal ruin; its power, binding man down in hopslslavery; and the need of a Divi
interposition—as the only hope of deliverance.

In studying the Old Covenant we ought ever to kieemind the twofold aspect undsg

which we have seen that Scripture representswtat God's grace that gave Israel th

law, and wrought with the law to make it work ot# purpose in individual believer

and in the people as a whole. The whole of the@ldenant was a school of grace, p

it brings men to a sense of their utter sinfulresds their hopeless impotence to deliver
fthemselves. As long as they have not learnt thisffer of the New Covenant life can
IIay hold of them. As long as an intense longingdetiverance from sinning has not
Elheen wrought, they will naturally fall back intcetpower of the law and the flesh. The
l¢holiness which the New Covenant offers will ratterify than attract them; the life in
Cthe spirit of bondage appears to make more alloedoc sin, because obedience is
declared to be impossible.

I The other is the lesson of Holiness. In the Newdbawt the Triune God engages to do
Oall. He undertakes to give and keep the new h&adive His own Spirit in it, to give

e the will and the power to obey and do His will. the one demand of the first Covenant
t was the sense of sin, the one great demand oféheid\faith that that need, created by
€the discipline of God's law, will be met in a Dieirand supernatural way. The law
t cannot work out its purpose, except as it bringsaa to lie guilty and helpless before
P the holiness of God. There the New finds him, ankals that same God, in His grace
accepting him and making him partaker of His hasme

€ This book is written with a very practical purposts. object is to help believers to
know that wonderful New Covenant of grace which ®ad made with them, and to
€lead them into the living and daily enjoyment oé thlessed life it secures them. The
practical lesson taught us by the fact that theas avfirst Covenant, that its one special
“\work was to convince of sin, and that without & thew Covenant—could not come, is
jjust what many Christians need. At conversion thveye convinced of sin by the Holy
Spirit.
e

But this had chiefly reference to the guilt of aimd, in some degree, to its hatefulness.
But a real knowledge of the power of sin, of thesitire and utter impotence to cast it
out, or to work in themselves what is good, is whay did not learn at once. And until
they have learned this, they cannot possibly efuigr into the blessing of the New
S Covenant. It is when a man sees that, as littleeasould raise himself from the dead,

r

elementary school, to prepare for the fullnessratg and truth in Christ Jesus. A na
is generally given to an object according to iteetfeature. And so the Old Covena
is called a ministration of condemnation and deati,because there was no grac

it—it had its Own glory 2 Cor 3:10-1»—but because the law with its curse was th

predominating element. The combination of the tvepeats we find with especi

clearness in Paul's epistles. So he speaks ohallare of the works of the law as unde

the curse Gal 3:10. And then almost immediately after he speakseflaw as bein

can he make or keep his own soul alive, that herhes capable—of appreciating the
1New Testament promise, and is made willing to waitGod to do all in him.

IDo you, my reader, feel that you are not fullydigiin the New Covenant, that there is
| still somewhat of the Old-Covenant spirit of boneldg you?—do come, and let the
Old Covenant finish its work in you. Accept its ¢bang, that all your efforts are

failures. As, at conversion, you were content tth d@wn as a condemned, death



deserving sinner, be content now to sink down leefdod in the confession that, as H
redeemed child, you still feel yourself utterly iotent to do and be what you see

iflasting substance. It is easy to know what thatrmme@he stone was wholly set apart
Hifor this one thing—to carry and show this Divineitimg. The writing and the stone

asks of you. And begin to ask whether the New Camehas not perhaps a provisiorwere inseparably connected. And so the heart ichwiliod gets His way, and writes

you have never yet understood for meeting your ieypae and giving you the streng
to do what is well-pleasing to God. You will finket wonderful answer in the assuran
that God, by His Holy Spirit, undertakes to worlesxthing in you. The longing to b
delivered from the life of daily sinning, and thetiaction of all hope to secure this b
our efforts as Christians, will prepare us for ustinding and accepting God's n¢
way of salvation—Himself working in us all thatpkeasing in His sight.

Chapter IV
The New Covenant

"But this is the covenant that | will make with theuse of Israel; After those day
saith the Lord, | will put My law in their inwardapts, and write it in their hearts; an

will be their God, and they shall be My people. Athéy shall teach no more every

man his neighbor, saying, Know the Lord: for thaglsall know Me, from the least o
them unto the greatest of them, for | will forgitreeir iniquity, and | will remembe
their sin no more."Jer 31:33, 34

ISAIAH has often been called the evangelical proptoe the wonderful clearness wit|
which he announces the coming Redeemer, both imitisliation and suffering, anc
in the glory of the kingdom He was to establishdAret it was given to Jeremiah,

this passage, and to Ezekiel, in the parallel tmégretell what would actually be th
outcome of the Redeemer's work and the essentiaacter of the salvation He was
effect, with a distinctness which is nowhere foumthe older prophet. In words whic
the New Testament (Hebrews 8) takes as the divimslyired revelation of what th
New Covenant is of which Christ is the Mediator,dGoplan is revealed and we a
shown what it is that He will do in us, to makefisnd worthy of being the people @

FHis law in power, lives only and wholly to carryathwriting, and is unchangeably

c identified with it. So alone can God realize Higgmse in creation, and have His child

b of one mind and one spirit with Himself, delightimmgdoing His will. When the Old

y Covenant with the law graven on stone had donevdek in the discovering and

vcondemning of sin, the New Covenant would givetsrstead the life of obedience and
true holiness of heart. The whole of the Covendesding centers in this—the heart
being put right and fitted to know God: "I will githeman heart to know Methat |
am the Lord; and they shall be My people, and | ndl their God; for they shall return
unto Mewith their whole heart (Jer. 24:7).

5 2. "And | will be their God, and they shall be My peepl Do not pass these words
glightly. They occur chiefly in Jeremiah and Ezekirelconnection with the promise of
the everlasting Covenant. They express the verlesigexperience of the Covenant
f relationship. It is only when His people learndwd and obey His law, when their heart
and life are together wholly devoted to Him and Wii, that He can be to them the
altogether inconceivable blessing which these wewgsess, I'will be your God" All

| am and have as God shall be yours. All you cadroe wish for in a God, | will be to

H You. In the fullest meaning of the word, I, the Qpnasent, will be ever present with
| you, in all My grace and love. |, the Almighty Oneill each moment work all in you
by My mighty power. I, the Thrice-Holy One, willweal My sanctifying life within

| you. | will be your GodAnd ye shall be My peoplesaved and blessed, ruled and
t"cguided and provided for by Me, known and seen tindeed the people of the Holy
h One, the God of glory. Only let us give our hedirtse to meditate and wait for the
| Holy Spirit to work in us all that these words mean
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f 3. "And they shall teach no more every man his neighband every man his brother,

which He is the God. Through the whole of the Olsvéhant there was always oneSaying, Know the Lord, for they shall all know Mérom the least of them unto the

trouble: man's heart was not right with God. In Mew Covenant the evil is to b
remedied. Its central promise is a heart delighitinGod's law and capable of knowir
and holding fellowship with Him. Let us mark theuféold blessing spoken of.

1. "l will put My law in their inward parts, and writeit in their hearts." Let us
understand this well. In our inward parts, or im baart, there are no separate chamk
in which the law can be put, while the rest of li@art can be given up to other thing
the heart is a unity. Nor are the inward parts #medheart like a house, which can
filled with things of an entirely different natufeom what the walls are made o
without any living organic connection. No, the indaparts, the heart, are th
disposition, the love, the will, the life. Nothirmgn be put into the heart, and especid
by God, without entering and taking possession,afithout securing its affection an
controlling its whole being. And this is what Goddertakes to do in the power of H
divine life and operation, to breathe the very isgf His law into and through thg
whole inward being. "I will put it into their inwdrparts, and write it in their hearts." A

b greatest of them, with the Lord.'Individual personal fellowship with God, for the
gfeeblest and the least, is to be the wonderfulilpge of every member of the New
Covenant people. Each one will know the Lord. Téh@ts not mean the knowledge of
the mind,—that is not the equal privilege of alhdathat in itself may hinder the
fellowship more than help it,—but with that knowdgdwhich means appropriation and
assimilation, and which is eternal life. As the &oew the Father because He was one
with Him and dwelt in Him, the child of God will ceive by the Holy Spirit that
spiritual illumination which will make God to hinmé One he knows best, because he
loves Him most and lives in Him. The promise, "Tteiall be all taught of God," will
be fulfilled by the Holy Spirit's teaching. God ispeak to each out of His Word what
he needs to know.
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<4. "For | will forgive their iniquities, and | will remember their sin no more."The

L word for shows that this is the reason of all thegcedes. Because the blood of this
t New Covenant was of such infinite worth, and itsdidéor and High Priest in heaven

Sinai the tables of the Covenant, with the law temiton them, were of stone, as

.of such Divine power, there is promised in it sacBivine blotting out of sin that God



cannot remember it. It is this entire blotting @iditsin that cleanses and sets us f
from its power, so that God can write His law i bearts, and show Himself in pows
as our God, and by His Spirit reveal to us His d#@pgs—the deep mystery g
Himself and His love. It is the atonement and repon of Jesus Christ wrough

ethat we consider the glory of the New Covenant altitve Old to consist chiefly in the
21 redeeming work of Christ for us, and not equallyhie sanctifying work of the Spirit in
f us. It is owing to this ignorance and unbeliefted thdwelling of the Holy Spirit, as the
t power through whom God fulfils the New Covenanbrpises, that we do not really

without us and for us, that has removed every olestand made it meet for God, ancexpect them to be made true to us.

made us meet, that the law in the heart, and #ima@n our God, and the knowledge
Him, should now be our daily life and our eternaitfon.

Here we now have the Divine summary of the New @awé inheritance. The lasl
named blessing, the pardon of sin, is the firsbiider, the root of all. The secon
having God as our God, and the third, the Divirexléng, are the fruit. The tree itse
that grows on this root, and bears. such fruityvligt is named first—the law in th
heart. On the law written in the heart, see Not¢ B

The central demand of the Old Covenant, "Obey Mgejaand | will be your God," ha
now been met. With the law written in the heart, dé@ be our God, and we shall

His people. Perfect harmony with God's will, hofieén heart and life, is the only thin
that can satisfy God's heart or ours. And it is thie New Covenant gives in Divin
power, "lwill give them an hearto know Me; and | will be their God, and they $h
be My people; for they shall turn to math their whole heart' It is on the state of the
heart, it is on the new heart, gisen by Gogdthat the New Covenant life hinges.

But why, if all this is meant to be literally angaetly true of God's people, why do W
see so little of this life, experience so little darselves? There is but one answ
Because of your unbelief. We have spoken of theticgl of God and man in creatio
as what the New Covenant is meant to make posaitdereal. But the law cannot b
repealed that God will not compel. He can onlyifidis purpose as the heart is willin

0

Do let us turn our hearts away from all past exgene of failureas caused by nothing

but unbelief do let us admit fully and heartily, what failunas taught us, the absolute
- impossibility of even a regenerate man walking odG law in his own strength, and
1,then turn our hearts quietly and trustfully to euwn Covenant God. Let us heir what
If He says He will do for us, and believe Him; letrest on His unchangeable faithfulness
e and the surety of the Covenant, on His Almighty poand the Holy Spirit working in
us; and let us give up ourselves to Him as our Gtalwill prove that what He has
done for us in Christ is not one whit more wondettian what He will do in us every
. day by the Spirit of Christ.
)

~

Chapter V
The Two Covenants: In Christian Experience

=2 D Q

sl

t "These women are two covenants: one from Mount iSip@aring children unto
bondage, which is Hagar. Now this Hagar answeretletusalem that now is, for she is
in bondage with her children. But the Jerusalemcivlis above is free, which is our

emother. So then, brethren, we are not childremeftondwoman, but of the free. W ith

e freedom did Christ set us free. Stand fast, theeefand be not entangled again in a

nyoke of bondage."-Gal 4:24-315:1.

€

0 THE house of Abraham was the Church of God of #iggt. The division in his house,

and accep'[S His offer. In the New Covenant alffifaih. Let us turn away from whait one son, his own son, but born after the ﬂesh,dﬂmr after the promise' was a

human wisdom and human experience may say, anGedidimself to teach us wha
His Covenant means. If we persevere in this prayarhumble and teachable spirit, v
can count most certainly on its promise: "They Ishal more every man teach h
neighbour: Know the Lord, for they shall all knoneMThe teaching of God Himself,
by the Holy Spirit, to make us understand what Hays to us in His Word, is our
Covenant right Let us count upon it. It is only by a God-giveatli that we can
appropriate these God-given promises. And it isydy a God-given teaching an
inward illumination that we can see their meanisg,as to believe them. When G¢
teaches us the meaning of His promises in a heddey to His Holy Spirit, then alon
we can believe and receive them in a power whickesighem a reality in our life.

But is it really possible, amid the wear and tefadaily life, to walk in the experience
of these blessings? Are they really meant for @tl'€ children? Let us rather ask t
guestion, Is it possible for God to do what He pasmised. The one part of th
promise we believe—the complete and perfect parmfosin. Why should we no
believe the other part—the law written in the heartd the direct Divine fellowshiy
and teaching? We have been so accustomed to, sepdrat God has joined togethg

t divinely-ordained manifestation of the division tavould be in all ages between the
€children of the bondwoman, those who served Gathenspirit of bondage, and those
Swho were children of the free, and served Him ia 8pirit of His Son. The passage
teaches us what the whole Epistle confirms: that@alatians had become entangled
with a yoke of bondage, and were not standingifatte freedom with which Christ
makes free indeed. Instead of living in the New &@wnt, in the Jerusalem which is
dfrom above, in the liberty which the Holy Spiritvgs, their whole walk proved that,
Cthough Christians, they were of the Old Covenarftictv bringeth forth children unto
° bondage. The passage teaches us the great tritih ivis of the utmost consequence
for us to apprehend thoroughly, that a man, witmeasure of the knowledge and
experience of the grace of God, may prove, by al legjrit, that he is yet practically, to
2 a large extent, under the Old Covenant. And it shilbw us, with wonderful clearness;
newhat the proofs are of the absence of the true G8ewvenant life.
e

A careful study of the Epistle shows us that tHféetknce between the two Covenants
is seen in three thingEhe law and its workss contrasted with the hearing of faithe

=

the objective, outward work of His Son, and thejeciive, inward work of His Spirit,



flesh and its religionwith the flesh crucifiedthe impotence to goodith a walk in the
liberty and the power of the Spirit. May the Holyi® reveal to us this twofold life.

The first antithesis we find in Paul's words, "Reed ye the Spirit by the works of th
law, or the hearing of faith?" These Galatians hatked been born into the Ne
Covenant; they had received the Holy Spirit. Budytihad been led away by Jewi
teachers, and, though they had been justified itly, flaey were seeking to be sanctifig
by works; they were looking for the maintenance tredgrowth of their Christian life
to the observance of the law. They had not undedstioat, equally with the beginning
the progress of the Divine life is alone by faitlay by day receiving its strength fro
Christ alone; that in Jesus Christ nothing availsfaith working by love.

Almost every believer makes the same mistake asGtilatian Christians. Very fey
learn at conversion at once that it is only byhfaliat we stand, and walk, and liv
They have no conception of the meaning of Pawdshieg about being dead to the la
freed from the law—about the freedom with which i€hmakes us free. "As many 3
are led by the Spirit are not under the law." Reupay the law as a Divine ordinance f
our direction, they consider themselves preparedfitied by conversion to take up th
fulfillment of the law as a natural duty. They knowt that, in the New Covenant, th
law written in the heart needs an unceasing faita Divine power, to enable us by
Divine power to keep it. They cannot understand itha not to the law, but to a Living
Person, that we are now bound, and that our obeeliand holiness are only possil
by the unceasing faith in His power ever workingiin It is only when this is seen, th
we are prepared truly to live in the New Covenant.

The second word, that reveals the Old Covenanit,sigithe word "flesh”, Its contras
is, the flesh crucified. Paul asks: "Are ye so iglt? Having begun in the Spirit, are

What a contrast to the religion of the New Covehévihat is the place the flesh has
there? "They that are Christ's have crucified thshf with its desires and affections.”
Scripture speaks of the will of the flesh, the mofdhe flesh, the lust of the flesh; all
e this the true believer has seen to be condemnedracdied in Christ: he has given it
jyover to the death. He not only accepts the Crogh, it bearing of the curse, and its
L redemption from it, as his entrance into life; Herigs in it as his only power day by
b day to overcome the flesh and the world. "I am ifieat with Christ." "God forbid that

| should glory save in the cross of my Lord Jeshe<E, by which | am crucified to the
,world.” Even as nothing less than the death of Thvas needed to inaugurate the New
[ Covenant, and the resurrection life that animatethére is no entrance into the true
New Covenant life other than by a partaking of dhexth.

"Fallen from grace." This is a third word that déses the condition of these Galatians
L in that bondage in which they were really impoterall true good. Paul is not speaking
|,y Of a final falling away here, for he still addressleem as Christians, but of their having
icwandered from that walk in the way of enabling aaahctifying grace, in which a
hy Christian can get the victory over sin. As longgaace is principally connected with
epardon and the entrance to the Christian life,fixh is the only power in which to
eserve and work. But when we know what exceedinghdhnce of grace has been
cprovided, and how God "makes all grace abound, Wetmay abound to all good
works," we know that, as it is by faith, so todsity grace alone that we stand a single
[¢moment or take a single step.
N
The contrast to this life of impotence and failigdound in the one word, "the Spirit."
"If ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under tha[' with its demand on your own
t strength. "Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not"-definite, certain promise—"ye shall
¢not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." The Spirit gizdiberty from the law, from the flesh,

made perfect in the flesh?" Flesh means our smfuian nature. At his conversion tiefrom sin. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, peagey.” Of the New Covenant promise, "I

Christian has generally no conception of the téerdvil of his nature, and the subtle
with which it offers itself to take part in the s&e of God. It may be most willing an
diligent in God's service for a time; it may devisgmberless observances for maki
His worship pleasing and attractive; and yet thigynbe all only what Paul call
"making a fair show in the flesh," "glorying in tHsh,” in man's will and man'
efforts. This power of the religious flesh is orfdle great marks of the Old Covenal
religion; it misses the deep humility and spirittyabf the true worship of God—a heal
and life entirely dependent upon Him.

The proof that our religion is very much that oé treligious flesh, is that the sinf
flesh will be found to flourish along with it. Itas thus with the Galatians. While thg
were making a fair show in the flesh, and gloryingt, their daily life was full of
bitterness and envy and hatred, and other sinsy Wage biting and devouring on
another. Religious flesh and sinful flesh are amewonder that, with a great deal

ywill put My Spirit within you, and will cause you to walk in My statutes, angt shall
H keep My judgments,” the Spirit is the center and thenstte is the power of the
h.supernatural life of true obedience and holiness.

5 And what would have been the course that the Galativould have taken if they had
n accepted this teaching of St. Paul? As they heaghéstion, "Now that ye have come
rtto know God, how turn ye back again into the weadk lbeggarly rudiments, whereunto
ye desire to be in bondage again?" They would fielt¢hat there was but one course.
Nothing else could help them but at once to turcklzyain to the path they had left. At
| the point where they had left it, they could erdgain. With any one of them who
l)wished to do so, this turning away from the Old €want legal spirit, and the renewed
surrender to the Mediator of the New Covenant, @¢dd the act of a moment—one
e single step. As the light of the New Covenant psamdawned upon him, and he saw
hihow Christ was to be all, and faith all, and thelyHBpirit in the heart all, and the

religion, temper and selfishness and worldlinegssar often found side by side. Thefaithfulness of a Covenant-keeping God all in b#, would feel that he had but one

religion of the flesh cannot conquer sin.

thing to do—in utter impotence to yield himself@od, and in simple faith to count
upon Him to perform what He had spoken. In Chnisgxperience there may be still

the Old Covenant life of bondage and failure. Irri§ikan experience there may be a



life that gives way entirely to the New Covenanaag and spirit. In Christiaf It was thus with the Old Covenant. God had saitae| Obey My voice, and | will be

experience, when the true vision has been recaifadhat the New Covenant means
faith that rests fully on the Mediator of the Neww@nant can enter at once into the |
which the Covenant secures.

| cannot too earnestly beg all believers who lamgrtow to the utmost what the gra¢

of God can work in them, to study carefully the sfimm as to whether th
acknowledgment that our being in the bondage offgeCovenant is the reason of o
failure, and whether a clear insight into the paoligt of an entire change in ou
relation to God, is not what is needed to givehesttelp we seek. We may be seek
for our growth in a more diligent use of the meahgrace, and a more earnest strivi
to live in accordance with God's will, and yet egiii fail. The reason is, that there is
secret root of evil which must be removed. That isdhe spirit of bondage, the leg
spirit of self-effort, which hinders that humblatfathat knows that God will work all
and yields to Him to do it. That spirit may be fduamidst very great zeal for God

iyour God (Jer 7:23 11:4). These simple words contained the whole Covenamnd

fewhen Israel disobeyed, the Covenant was broken.giiestion of Israel being able or
not able to obey was not taken into consideratitisobedience forfeited the privileges
of the Covenant.

~

> |f a New Covenant were to be made, and if that iwdse better than the OId, this was
Lithe one thing to be provided for. No New Covenamild be of any profit unless
I provision were made for securing obedience. Obedi¢inere must be. God as Creator
ncould never take His creatures into His favor agltbfvship, except they obeyed Him.
niThe thing would have been an impossibility. If tdew Covenant is to be better than
¢the Old, if it is to be an everlasting Covenantyareto be broken, it must make some
nl sufficient provision for securing the obediencetaf Covenant people.

SANnd this is indeed the glory of the New Covenahg glory that excelleth, that this

service, and very earnest prayer for His gracdpés not enjoy the rest of faith, ancprovision has been made. In a way that no humangtitocould have devised, by a

cannot overcome sin, because it does not stanbeidilierty with which Christ hag
made us free, and does not know that where thét pithe Lord is, there is liberty
There the soul can say: "The law of the Spiritifef in Christ Jesubath made me freg
from the law of sin and death." When once we adradrtily, not only that there ar
failings in our life, but that there is somethiraglically wrong that can be changed,
shall turn with a new interest, with a deeper cssiftn of ignorance and impotenc
with a hope that looks to God alone for teaching simength, to find that in the Ne
Covenant there is an actual provision for everydnee

Chapter VI
The Everlasting Covenant

"They shall be My people, and | will be their Gohd | will make an everlasting
covenant with them, that | will not turn away frahem, to do them good; but I will pu
My fear in their hearts, that they shall not defiamn Me."—Jer 32:38, 40

"A new heart also will | give you, and a new spivitl | put within you: and | will take
the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will gigeu an heart of flesh. And I will put m
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My stass, and ye shall keep M
judgments, and do them. Moreover, | will make aes@ant of peace with them: it sha
be an everlasting covenant with themEze 36:26, 2;737:26

WE have had the words of the institution of the N€awvenant. Let us listen to th
further teaching we have concerning it in Jerenaiath Ezekiel, where God speaks of
as an everlasting Covenant.

In every covenant there are two parties. And thg f@undation of a covenant rests ¢
the thought that each party is to be faithful te gart it has undertaken to perfor
Unfaithfulness on either side breaks the covenant.

m

stipulation that never entered into any human camenby an undertaking in which
God's infinite condescension and power and faitiefs$ are to be most wonderfully
exhibited, by a supernatural mystery of Divine wisdand grace, the New Covenant
e provides a guarantee, not only for God's faithfsdnleut for man's tod And this in no
V'other way than by God Himself undertaking to seauem's part as well as His own.

€ Do try and get hold of this.
v

It is just because this, the essential part oNbe& Covenant, so exceeds and confounds
all human thoughts of what a covenant means, thaistians, from the Galatians
downwards, have not been able to see and beliews the New Covenant really
brings. They have thought that human unfaithfulnegas a factor permanently to be
reckoned with as something utterly unconquerabld arcurable, and that the
possibility of a life of obedience, with the witseBom within of a good conscience,

t and from above of God's pleasure, was not to beagg. They have therefore sought
to stir the mind to its utmost by arguments andivest and never realised how the
Holy Spirit is to be the unceasing, universal saifficient worker of everything that has
to be wrought by the Christian.

vy Let us beseech God earnestly that He would rewea$ tby the Holy Spirit the things
lIthat He hath prepared for them that love Him; thititat have not entered into the heart
of man; the wonderful life of the New Covenant. A#pends upon our knowledge of
what God will work in us. Listen to what God sagsJeremiah of the two parts of His
o everlasting Covenant, shortly after He had annaditive New Covenant, and in further
jelucidation of it. The central thought of th#tat the heart is to be put rights here
reiterated and confirmed. "I will make an everlagtcovenant with thenthat | will
not turn away from them, to do them goddThat is, God will be unchangeably
faithful. He will not turn from us.But | will put My fear into their heart, that they
shall not depart from Mé' This is the second half: Israel will be unchaagy faithful
too. And that because God will so put His fearhairtt heart, that they shall not depart
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from Him. As faithfully as He undertakes for thefiftment of His part, will He
undertake for the fulfillment of their part, thaey shall not depart from Him!

Listen to God's word in Ezekiel, in regard to ofi¢he terms of His Covenant of peac
His everlasting Covenant. (Eze 34:25, 36:27, 37:26)ill put My Spirit within you,
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shkaépMy judgments, and do them.
In the Old Covenant we have nothing of this soduYave, on the contrary, from th
story of the golden calf and the breaking of thel&s of the Covenant onward, the s

responding to His holy presence; with our heanis fimade right with God, we can, we
shall walk in His statutes, and keep His judgments.

e My brethren, the great sin of Israel under the Otdlenant, that by which they greatly
grieved Him, was this : "they limited the Holy Ooglsrael." Under the New Covenant
" there is no less danger of this dirmakes it impossible for God to fulfil His promés
elet us seek, above everything, for the Holy Spiti¢aching, to show us exactly what
a God has established the New Covenant for, that &g monor Him by believing all

fact of continual departure from God. We find Godding for what He would so faip that His love has prepared for us.

have seen, but was not to be found. "0 that theme \wuch an heart in them, that th
.would fear Me, and keep all My commandments alvaiZeu 5:29. We find

throughout the Book of Deuteronomy, a thing withparallel in the history of any
religion or religious lawgiver, that Moses mosttitistly prophesies their forsaking @
God, with the terrible curses and dispersion thatildl come upon them. It is only g
the close of his threateningS€u 30:6§ that he gives the promise, of the new time t
would come: "The Lord thy God will circumcise thiheart, to love the Lord thy Go
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, atitbu shalt obeythe voice of the Lord thy
God." The whole Old Covenant was dependent on nfaittfulness: "The Lord thy
God keepeth covenanwith themthat keepHis commandments.” God's keeping t
Covenant availed little, if man did not keep it.tNiag could help man until thef'ye
shall diligently keep of the law, was replaced by the word of promi$eyill put My
Spirit in you, andye shall keepMy judgments, and do them." The one supre
difference of the New Covenant; the one thing ftiial the Mediator, and the Bloog

and the Spirit were given; the one fruit God soumyid Himself engaged to bring forth

was this: a heart filled with His fear and loveheart to cleave unto Him and not dep
from Him, a heart in which His Spirit and His lawvells, a heart that delights to do H
will.

Here is the inmost secret of the New Covenantedlsiwith the heart of man in a wa
of Divine power. It not only appeals to the hearelvery motive of fear or love, of dut

e

And if we ask for the cause of the unbelief, thatvents the fulfilment of the promise,

we shall find that it is not far to seek. It is, imost cases, the lack of desire for the
f promised blessing. In all who came to Jesus ot élagt intensity of their desire for the
it healing they needed made them ready and glad ievbeh His word. Where the law
Nihas done its full work, where the actual desirbedreed from every sin is strong, and
l masters the heart, the promise of the New Covenamtn once really understood,
comes like bread to a famishing man. The subtleligfhthat thinks it impossible to be
kept from sinning, cuts away the power of acceptimg provision of the everlasting
N'Covenant. God's Word, "I will put My fear in théieart, thathey shall notdepart from
Me" "I will put My Spirit within you, andye shallkeep My judgment,” is understood in
some feeble sense, according to our experiencenahneccording to what the Word
IMand what God means. And the soul settles downardespair, or a self-contentment,
» that says it can never be otherwise, and makestnction for sin impossible.

ic'Let me say to every reader who would fain be ablbdlieve fully all that God says:
“Cherish every whisper of the conscience and of Spe&it that convinces of sin.
Whatever it be, a hasty temper, a sharp word, dovimy or impatient thought,
anything of selfishness or self—will cherish thdtigh condemns it in you, as part of
lYthe schooling that is to bring you to Christ ane finll possession of His salvation. The
Y New Covenant is meant to meet the need for a pafveot sinning, which the Old

or gratitude. That the law also did. But it reve@lsd Himself, cleansing our heart antcould not give. Come with that need; it will prepaand open the heart for all the

making it new, changing it entirely from a stonyaheinto a heart of flesh, a tende
living, loving heart, putting His Spirit within itand so, by His Almighty Power an
Love, breathing and working in it, making the preetrue, I'will cause youto walk

in My statutes, ange shall keepMy judgments.” A heart in perfect harmony witr
Himself, a life and walk in His way—God has engage@€ovenant to work this in ug.

He undertakes for our part in the Covenant as ragdor His own.

This is nothing but the restoration of the origirglation between God and the man

had made in His likeness. He was on earth to be¢hgimage of God, because Goc

was to live and to work all in him, and he to fihté glory and blessedness in th
owing all to God. This is the exceeding glory oé tRkew Covenant, of the Pentecos
dispensation, that by the Holy Spirit God could ragain be the indwelling life of Hig
people, and so make the promise a reality: "l ewalise you to walk in My statutes
With God's presence secured to us every momertieoflay—"I will not turn away

Ieverlasting Covenant secures you. It will bring ytm that humble and entire
d dependence upon God in His Omnipotence and Hisfliess, in which He can and
will work all He has promised.

Chapter VII
The New Covenant: A Ministration of the Spirit
-I‘"Ye are an epistle of Christ, ministered by ustt@n not with ink, but with the Spirit of
‘the living God; not on tables of stone, but on ¢abthat are hearts of flesh...Our
“sufficiency is of God; who also made us sufficiastministers of the New Covenant;
“not of the letter, but of the Spirit: for the lettdlleth, but the Spirit giveth life. For if
. the ministration of death came with glory, how simait rather the ministration of the
Spirit be with glory? For if the ministration of mdemnation is glory, much rather doth

U

from them"; with God's "fear put into our hearty His own Spirit, and our heart thy

Sthe ministration of righteousness exceed in glen2"Cor 3:3 6-10.



IN this wonderful chapter Paul reminds the Coriatis, in speaking of his ministr
among them, of what its chief characteristics wliea ministry of the New Covenatr|
he contrasts it, and the whole dispensation of witics part, with that of the Old. Th
Old was graven in stone, the New in the heart. @liecould be written in ink, and wal
in the letter that killeth; the New, of the Spititat maketh alive. The Old was
ministration of condemnation and death; the Newrigiiteousness and life. The O
indeed had its glory, for it was of Divine appoietnt, and brought its Divine blessin

y In the promises of the New Covenant, as we finditireJeremiah and Ezekiel, as well
tas in our text and many other passages of Scripiuise manifest that God's great
e object in salvation is to get possession of thathd&e heart is the real life; with the

s heart a man loves, and wills, and acts; the heakiesithe man. God made man's heart
afor His own dwelling, that in it He might revealddiove and His glory. God sent Christ
dto accomplish a redemption by which man's heartdcba won back to Him; nothing

); but that could satisfy God. And that is what is aoplished when the Holy Spirit

but it was a glory that passed away, and had noy ddg reason of the glory that makes the heart of God's child what it should bke Whole work of Christ's

excelleth, the exceeding glory of that which rera#in

With the Old there was the veil on the heart; & lew, the veil is taken away from th
face and the heart, the Spirit of the Lord givbsttiy, and, reflecting with unveiled fag

redemption—His Atonement and Victory, His Exaltatiand Intercession, His glory at

the right hand of God—all these are only prepayatomvhat is the chief triumph of His
egrace: the renewal of the heart to be the tempBaf. Through Christ God gives the
e Holy Spirit to glorify Him in the heart, by workinthere all that He has done and is

the glory of the Lord, we are changed from glongtory, into the same image, as kydoing for the soul.

the Spirit of the Lord. The glory that excellettoped its power in this, that it not onl
marked the dispensation on its Divine side, butserted its power in the heart and li
of its subjects, that it was seen in them too,ha&y were changed by the Spirit in
Christ's image, from glory to glory.

Think a moment of the contrast. The Old Covenard wfathe letter that killeth. Thé
law came with its literal instruction, and sougkttbhe knowledge it gave of God's wi
to appeal to man's fear and his love, to his nepoaers of mind and conscience a
will. It spoke to him as if he could obey, thatitght convince him of what he did ng
know, that he could not obey. And so it fulfilldd mission: "The commandment whig
was unto life, this | found to be unto death.”

In the New, on the contrary, how different was gthling. Instead of the letter, th
Spirit that giveth life, that breathes the venelibf God, the life of heaven into u
Instead of a law graven in stone, the law writterthie heart, worked into the hear
affection and powers, making it one with them. @ast of the vain attempt to wor|
from without inward, the Spirit and the law are pub the inward parts, thence to wo
outward in life and walk.

This passage brings into view that which is thetimitive blessing of the New
Covenant. In working out our salvation God bestowpdn us two wonderful gifts. W¢
read: 'God sent forth His Sonthat He might redeem them that were under the tizat
we might receive the adoption of sons. And becawsare son$sod sent forth the
Spirit of His Soninto your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Here \agéthe two parts o
God's work in salvation. The one, the more objestwhat He did that we migh
become His children—He sent forth His Son. The sécthe more subjective, what H
did that we might live like His children He senttfothe Spirit of His Son into ou

y
feln a great deal of our religious teaching a feest e should derogate from the honor

cof Christ, has been alleged as the reason for gjiMiis work for us, on the Cross or in
heaven, a greater prominence than His work in earthby the Holy Spirit. The result
has been that the indwelling of the Holy Spiritdatis mighty work as the life of the
. heart, as very little known in true power. If wekocarefully at what the New Covenant
| promises mean, we shall see how the "sending furthe Spirit of His Son into our
h(hearts” is indeed the consummation and crown ofs€hredeeming work. Let us just
t think of what these promises imply.

h
In the Old Covenant man had failed in what he fadd. In the New, God is to do
everything in him. The OId could only convict ohsiThe New is to put it away and

- cleanse the heart from its filthiness. In the Qldias the heart that was wrong; for the

- New a new heart is provided, into which God puts féar and His law and His love.

'« The Old demanded, but failed to secure obediemctiie New, God causes us to walk

k in His judgments. The New is to fit man for a thainess, a true fulfillment of the law

kof loving God with the whole heart, and our neigtsbas ourselves, a walk truly well-
pleasing to God. The New changes a man from gtogidry after the image of Christ.
All because the Spirit of God's Son is given irte heart. The Old gave no power: in
the New all is by the Spirit, the mighty power obds As complete as the reign and

. power of Christ on the throne of heaven, is His ithéonm on the throne of the heart by

" His Holy Spirit given to us.3EE NOTE C, on GEORGE MULLER

It is as we bring all these traits of the New Cavrlife together into one focus, and
+ look at the heart of God's child as the objecthi$ mighty redemption, that we shall
ebegin to understand what is secured to us, and iivisathat we are to expect from our
- Covenant God. We shall see wherein the glory ohtiméstration of the Spirit consists,

hearts. In the former we have the external maifiest of the work of redemption; in €ven in this, that God can fill our heart with fge, and make it His abode.

the other, its inward appropriation; the former fthe sake of the latter. These ty
halves form one great whole, and may not be segghrat

~

We are accustomed to say, and truly so, that théhved the Son of God, who came to
die for us, is the measure of the worth of the so@od's sight, and of the greatness of
the work that had to be done to save it. Let um egesee, that the Divine glory of the

Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Father and the Santhe measure of God's longing to



have our heart wholly for Himself, of the glorytbe work that is to be wrought withi
us, of the power by which that work will be accorsipéd.

We shall see how the glory of the ministrationks Spirit is no other than the glory

the Lord, as it is not only in heaven, but restingon us and dwelling in us, an
changing us into the same image from glory to glditye inconceivable glory of ou
exalted Lord in heaven has its counterpart hereasth in the exceeding glory of th
Holy Spirit who glorifies Him in us, who lays Hidagy on us, as He changes us in
His likeness.

The New Covenant has no power to save and to blespt as it is a ministration @
the Spirit. That Spirit works in lesser or greategree, as He is neglected and grieV
or yielded to and trusted. Let us honor Him, ane dilim His place as the Spirit of th
New Covenant, by expecting and accepting all Hesaaido for us.

n "Now the God of peace, who brought again from thaddthe great Shepherd of the
sheep, in the blood of the everlasting covenargnewr Lord Jesus, make you perfect
in every good thing to do His will, working in ukat which is well-pleasing in His
vf Sight, through Jesus Christ.'Heb 13:2021.

d
r THE transition from the Old Covenant to the New was$ slow or gradual, but by a
etremendous crisis. Nothing less than the death lmis€was the close of the Old.
tctNothing less than His resurrection from the dehugh the blood of the everlasting

Covenant, the opening of the New. The path of pegma that led up to the crisis was

long and slow; the rending of the veil, that synidesd the end of the old worship, was
f the work of a moment. By a death, once for all,i€lsr work, as fulfiller of law and
e prophets, as the end of the law, was for evertfeds By a resurrection in the power of
e an endless life, the Covenant of Life was ushemed i

These events have an infinite significance, asalawg the character of the Covenants

He is the great g|ft of the Covenant. His Comir@ﬁrhea\/en was the proof that ﬂn(they are related to. The death of Christ showsrtie nature of the Old Covenant. It is

Mediator of the Covenant was on the throne in gland could now make us partake
of the heavenly life.

He is the only teacher of what the Covenant meadwsiling in our heart, He waken
there the thought and the desire for what God hesaped for us.

He is the Spirit of faith, who enables us to badidhie otherwise incomprehensib
blessing and power in which the New Covenant waaks, to claim it as our own.

He is the Spirit of grace and of power, by whomabedience of the Covenant and t
fellowship with God can be maintained without intgation.

He Himself is the Possessor and the Bearer an@dhamunicator of all the Covenal
promises, the Revealer and the Glorifier of Jessid/ediator and Surety.

To believe fully in the Holy Spirit, as the presemd abiding and all-comprehendin
gift of the New Covenant, has been to many a onerdgrance into its fullness g
blessing.

Begin at once, child of God, to give the Holy Spiinie place in thy religion He has i
God's plan. Be still before God, and believe thati$iwithin thee, and ask the Father
work in thee through Him. Regard thyself, thy gpas well as thy body, with holy
reverence as His temple. Let the consciousnesdsohély presence and working fi
thee with holy calm and fear. And be sure thattl@it God calls thee to be, Chri
through His Spirit will work in thee.

Chapter VI
The Two Covenants: The Transition

r.elsewhere called "a ministration of deatl' Cor 3:7. It brought forth nothing but
death. It ended in death; only by death could ifeethat had been lived under it be
brought to an end. The New was to be a Covenaittifef it had its birth in the
omnipotent resurrection power that brought Chnistrf the dead; its one mark and
blessing is, that all it gives comes, not only gg@mise, but as an experience, in the
power of an endless life. The Death reveals ther iefficacy andinsufficiency of the
Old; the Life brings nigh and imparts to us for iea## that the New has to offer. An
IEinsight into the completeness of the transition,sasn in Christ, prepares us for
apprehending the reality of the change in our lifeen, "like as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we als& wahewness of life."

S

h

The complete difference between the life in the @il the New is remarkably
illustrated by a previous passage in the Epigtleb(9:16¢. After having said that a
tdeath for the redemption of transgressions hadike place ere the New Covenant
could be established, the writer adds, "Where tar@nt is, there must of necessity be
the death of him that made it." Before any heir ghtain the legacy, its first owner, the
ctestator, must have died. The old proprietorstip, ald life, must disappear entirely
f before the new heir, the new life, can enter upeniheritance. Nothing but death can
work the transference of the property. It is evenngth Christ, with the Old and the
New Covenant life, with our own deliverance frone t®ld and our entrance on the
nh New. Now, having been made dead to the law by tay lof Christ, we have been
wdischarged from the law, having died to that whenee were holden—here is the
completeness of the deliverance from Christ's side;that we serve "—here is the
| completeness of the change in our experience "Wwnass of the spirit, and not in

= 0ldness of the letter."

The transition, if it is to be real and whole, mtadte place by a death. As with Christ
the Mediator of the Covenant, so with His peogie. heirs of the Covenant. In Him we
are dead to sin; in Him we are dead to the lawt dssAdam died to God, and we

inherit a nature actually and really dead : in si@ad to God and His kingdom, so in



Christ we died to sin, and inherit a nature acjudiad to sin and its dominion. It
when the Holy Spirit reveals and makes real tchissdeath to sin and to the law too,
the one condition of a life to God, that the tréiosifront the Old to the New Covena
can be fully realised in us. The Old was, and waamhto be, a "ministration of death
until it has completely done its work in us thesenio complete discharge from i
power. The man who sees that self is incurablyavil must die; who gives self utter

sthe dead, the God of the everlasting Covenant odnwall now make you perfect in
A every good thing to do His will, working in you thahich is well-pleasing in His sight
ntthrough Jesus Christ. Your doing His will is thejedb of creation and redemption.
" God's working it all in you is what redemption magde possible. The Old Covenant of
slaw and effort and failure has ended in condemnatiod death. The New Covenant is
ycoming to give, in all whom the law has slain amdught to bow in their utter

to death as he sinks before God in utter impotemecethe surrender to His working; impotence, the law written in the heart, the Spivielling there, and God working all,

who consents to death with Christ on the crossiasldsert, and in faith accepts it
his only deliverance; he alone is prepared to bleblg the Holy Spirit into the full

n:both to will and to do, through Jesus Christ.

enjoyment of the New Covenant life. He will leaonunderstand how completely deaftt oh for a Divine revelation that the transition fr@hrist's death, in its impotence, to

makes an end to all self-effort, and how, as hesliin Christ to God, everythin
henceforth is to be the work of God Himself.

See how beautifully our text brings out this truthat just as much as Christ
resurrection out of death was the work of God Hifnge our life equally to be wholly,
God's own work too. Not more direct and wonderhart was in Christ the transitio
from death to life, is to be in us the experientavbat the New Covenant life is t
bring. Notice the subject of the two verses. In ¥é&rwe have what Gotlas donein
raising Christ from the dead; in véX1 what Godis to do in us working in us what is
pleasing to Him.

20

"The God of peace, who brought from the dead thesaitgShepherd of the sheep, eV
our Lord Jesus,"

21

"Make you perfect in every good thing to do Hislwilorking in you that which is|
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Chrigtlélf 13:2021)

We have the name of our Lord Jesus twice. In tte €iase it refers to what God h
done to Christ for us, raising Him; in the secadyhat God is doing through Christ i

J His life in God's power, is the image, the pledtye, power of our transition out of the
Old Covenant, when it has slain us, to the Newh @ibd working in us all in all!

$The transition from Old to New, as effected in Ghriwas sudden. Is it so in the
believer? Not always. In us it depends upon a etioel. There have been cases in

Nwhich a believer, sighing and struggling against ffoke of bondage, has in one

P moment had it given to him to see what a complateation the New Covenant brings
to the heart and the inner life, through the miaigbin of the Spirit, and by faith he has
entered at once into his rest. There have beem céises in which, gradual as the dawn
of day, the light of God has risen upon the he@nd's offer of entrance into the
enjoyment of our New Covenant privileges is alwaygent and immediate. Every
believer is a child of the New Covenant, and héialbits promises. The death of the

e Testator gives him full right to immediate possessiGod longs to bring us into the
land of promise; let us not come short through liebe

There may be someone who can hardly believe tlwdt sumighty change in his life is

within his reach, and yet who would fain know wihat is to do if there is to be any
A'hope of his attaining it. | have just said, the tHeaf the testator gives the heir
Nimmediate right to the inheritance. And yet ther hiéihe be a minor, does not enter on

us, working His pleasure in us. Because it is #raes God continuing in us the wotk the possession. A term of years ends the stagénofrity on earth, and he is no longer

He began in Christ, it is in us just what it waghrist. In Christ's death we see Him
utter impotence allowing and counting upon God twknall and give Him life. God
wrought the wonderful transition. In us we see ghme; it is only as we give ourse
unto that death too, as we entirely cease fromaedf its works, as we lie, as in th
grave, waiting for God to work all, that the Godresurrection life can work in us a
His good pleasure.

It was "through the blood of the everlasting Covepfawith its atonement for sin, an
its destruction of sin's power, that God effecteat tesurrection. It is through that san
blood that we are redeemed and freed from the pofvem, and made partakers

Christ's resurrection life. The more we study thewNCovenant, the more we shall s
that its one aim is to restore man, out of the,Ralthe life in God for which he wa
created. It does this first, by delivering him fréine power of sin in Christ's death, a
then by taking possession of his heart, his libe,God to work all in him by the Holy
Spirit. The whole argument of the Epistle to thebievs as to the Old and Ne

I"under guardians. In the spiritual life the statepopilage ends, not with the expiry of

years, but the moment the minor proves his fitfesbeing made free from the law, by
If accepting the liberty there is in Christ Jesus. ffaasition, as with the Old Testament,
€as with Christ, as with the disciples, comes whentime is fulfilled and all things are
| now ready.

But what is one to do who is longing to be thus ensehdy? Accept your death to sin in
0 Christ, and act it out. Acknowledge the sentencaledth on everything that is of
N'nature: take and keep the place before God of utteorthiness and helplessness; sink
Dldown before Him in humility, meekness, patiencej aesignation to His will and
€ mercy. (If you would understand the full meaningtbis clause and know how to
5 practise its teaching, consult a little book jusblshed, Dying to Self: A Golden
(Dialogue. By William Law, with Notes by Rev. AndreMurray. (Nisbet & Co.) $ee

also Note B Fix your heart upon the great and mighty Godopvir His grace will
Vwork in you above what you can ask or think, antl miake you a monument of His

Covenants is here summed up in these concludirgpsedust as He raised Christ frg

"mercy. Believe that every blessing of the Covemdrgrace is yours; by the death of



the Testator you are entitled to it all—and on ttaéth act, knowing that all is yours
The new heart is yours, the law written in the hesayours, the Holy Spirit, the seal g
the Covenant, is yours. Act on this faith, and ¢ayon God as Faithful and Able, arn
oh! so Loving, to reveal in you, to make true iruyall the power and glory of Hi
everlasting Covenant.

May God reveal to us the difference between thelives under the Old and the Nev
the resurrection power of the New, with God workially in us; the power of thg
transition secured to us in death with Christ dafedih Him. And may He teach us a
once to trust Christ Jesus for a full participatiomll the New Covenant secures.

Chapter IX
The Blood of the Covenant

"Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Loedhhmade with you."-Exo 24:8
Heb 9:20

"This cup is the new covenant in My blood.1—€or 11:25Mat 26:28
"The blood of the covenant, wherewith he was s@edtl'—Heb 10:29
"The blood of the everlasting covenant.Meb 13:21

THE blood is one of the strangest, the deepestmibatiest, and the most heavenly
the thoughts of God. It lies at the very root oftb@ovenants, but specially of the Ne
Covenant. The difference between the two Coveninthe difference between th

. the blood of the New Covenant, not merely to raitifyput to open the way for it and to

fmake it possible. Yea, more, to be, in time andnéie the living power by which

centrance into the Covenant was to be obtained,aiflde in it be secured. Until we

5 learn to form our expectation of a life in the Ne®ovenant, according to the
inconceivable worth and power of the blood of G&bs,—we never can have even an
insight into the entirely supernatural and heavdifdythat a child of God may live. Let

- us think for a moment on the threefold light in ethiScripture teaches us to regard it.

it In the passage fromdebrews 9:15ve read "For this cause Christ is the Mediatoa of
new covenant, that a death having taken placentorédemption of the transgressions
that were under the first covenant, they that Haaen called may receive the promise
of the eternal inheritance."” The sins of the agéshe First Covenant, which had only
figuratively been atoned for, had gathered up leefdod. A death was needed for the
redemption of these: In that death and blood singddf the Lamb of God not only
were these atoned for, but the power of all sin feagver broken.

The blood of the New Covenant is redemption bl@opurchase price and ransom from
the power of Sin and the Law. In any purchase nmuearth the transference of
property from the old owner to the new is compléteworth may be ever so great and
the hold on it ever so strong, if the price be p#ids gone for ever from him who
owned it. The hold sin had on us was terrible. Nought can realize its legitimate
claim on us under God's law, its awful tyrant poweenslaving us. But the blood of
God's Son has been paid. "Ye were redeemed, notoaituptible things as silver and
gold, from your vain manner of life handed downmnirgour fathers, but with precious
o blood, as of a lamb without spot, even the bloodChfist." We have been rescued,
wransomed, redeemed out of our old natural life uride power of sin, utterly and
e eternally. Sin has not the slightest claim on ws,the slightest power over us, except

blood of beasts, and the blood of the Lamb of Gt power of the New Covenantas our ignorance or unbelief or half-heartednelssvalit to have dominion. Our New

has no lesser measure than the worth of the blédideoSon of God! Your Christiar
experience ought to know of no standard of peatle @od, and purity from sin, an
power over the world, than the blood of Christ ¢ave! If we would enter truly ang
fully into all the New Covenant is meant to be & let us beseech God to reveal to
the worth and the power of the blood of the Covérthe precious blood of Christ!

The First Covenant was not brought in without blodkdere could be no Covenant
friendship between a holy God and sinful men with@wnement and reconciliatio
and no atonement without a death as the penaltjnofGod shake: "I have given yag
the blood upon the altar to make an atonement dar gouls; for it is the blood th3
maketh an atonement for the soul." The blood sinedeiath meant the death of
sacrifice slain for sin of man; the blood sprinktadthe altar meant that vicarious dea

accepted of God for the sinful one. No forgiveneass, covenant without bloodt

shedding.

All this was but type and shadow of what was ongtdebecome a mysterious realit
What no thought of man or angel could have conckivéhat even now passeth &

Covenant birthright is to stand in the freedom witiich Christ has made us free. Until
i the soul sees, and desires and accepts, and dl@nmedemption and the liberty which

has the blood of the Son of God for its purchagmepand its measure, and its security,
Lit never can fully live the New Covenant life.

As wonderful as the blood-shedding for our redeampis the blood-sprinkling for our
hicleansing. Here is indeed another of the spiritapdteries of the New Covenant, which
: lose their power when understood in human wisdoithowt the ministration of the
uSpirit of life. When Scripture speaks of "havingr dwearts sprinkled from an evil
t conscience," of "the blood of Christ cleansing oonscience," of our singing here on
cearth Rev 1:5, "To Him that washed us from our sins in His lgoit brings this
it mighty, quickening blood of the Lamb into direcintact with our hearts. It gives the
assurance that that blood, in its infinite worth,its Divine sin-cleansing power, can
keep us clean in our walk in the sight and thetl@flGod. It is as this blood of the New
Covenant is known, and trusted, and waited for, recdived from God, in the Spirit's
/_mighty operation in the heart, that we shall begibelieve that the blessed promise of
12 New Covenant life and walk can be fulfilled.

understanding, the Eternal Son of God took fleshldaod, and then shed that blood

as



There is one more thing Scripture teaches conagthiis blood of the New Covenan
When the Jews contrasted Moses with our Lord Jdseisspake: "Except ye eat th
flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, yeehaot life in yourselves. He th3g
eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, abidethMe, and | in him." As if the
redeeming, and sprinkling, and washing, and samugjfdoes not sufficiently expres
the intense inwardness of its action and its potwepermeate our whole being, th
drinking of this precious blood is declared to hdispensable to having life. If wi
would enter deep into the Spirit and power of tr@vNCovenant, let us, by the Ho
Spirit, drink deep of this cup—the cup of the Neawv€nant in His blood.

On account of sin there could be no covenant betwean and God without blood.
And no New Covenant without the blood of the SorGofd. As the cleansing away of

sins was the first condition in making a covenantjt is equally the first condition g
an entrance into it. It has ever been found trdeper appropriation of the blessings
the Covenant must be preceded by a new and delepaising from sin. We know hoy
in Ezekiel the words about God's causing us to wallis statutes are precede
by'From all your filthiness will | cleanse you" And then later we readsge 37:23,
25), "Neither shall they defile themselves any moithwany of their transgressionis;
will cleanse themso shall they be My people, and | will be theadsMoreover, | will
make a Covenant of peace with them; it shall be\arlasting Covenant with them
The confession and casting away, and the clearssiray of sin in the blood, are th
indispensable, but all-sufficient, preparation fodife in everlasting Covenant wit
God.

Many feel that they do not understand or realize wWonderful power of the blood
Much thought does not help them; even prayer doesyppear to bring the light the
seek. The blood of Christ is a Divine mystery tpasses all thought. Like evel
spiritual and heavenly blessing, this too, but #gpecially, needs to be imparted to
by the Holy Spirit. It was "through the Eternal @pithat Christ offered the sacrifice i
which the blood was shed. The blood had the lif€lofist, the life of the Spirit, in it
The outpouring of the blood for us was to prepaee way for the outpouring of th
Spirit on us. It is the Holy Spirit, and He alonvého can minister the blood of th
everlasting Covenant in power. Just as He leadsdbkto the initial faith in the pardo
that blood has purchased, and the peace it giveseaddls further to the knowledge a
experience of its cleansing power. Here again, byofaith—a faith in a heavenly
power, of which it does not fully understand, arahmot define, the action, but ¢

t. Covenant, where the Holy One and our heart meatus@ask God much, by His Holy

€ Spirit, to make us know what it is and works. Thansition from the death of the Old
t Covenant to the life of the New was, in Christréigh the blood of the Everlasting
Covenant." No otherwise will it be with us.

Chapter X
Jesus, The Mediator of the New Covenant

< WA O,

"l give thee for a covenant of the peoplelsa-42:6 49:8

"The Lord shall suddenly come to His temple, evem Messenger of the covenant,

c whom ye delight in."-Mal 3:1

C
, "Jesus was made Surety of a better covenanti€b—:22

(@]

"The Mediator of the Better Covenant, establishednubetter promises . . . . The
Mediator of the New Covenant . . . . Ye are comddsus, the Mediator of the New
Covenant."—Heb 8:6 9:15 12:24

eWE have here four titles given to our Lord. Jesmsconnection with the New

N Covenant. He is Himself called a Covenant. The miietween God and man, which
the Covenant aims at, was wrought out in Him pelgnin Him the reconciliation
between the human and Divine was perfectly effeciedHim His people find the

. Covenant with all its blessings; He is all that G to give, and is the assurance that

y it is given . . . . He is called the Messenger ld Covenant, because He came to

y establish and to proclaimit . . . . He is the 8udd the Covenant, not only because He

upaid our debt, but as He is Surety to us for Goat, God will fulfil His part; and Surety

h for us with God, that we will fulfil our part . ...And He is Mediator of the Covenant,

because as the Covenant was established in Hisngtbfood, is administered and

b applied by Him, is entered upon alone by faith imHso it is experimentally known

e only through the power of His resurrection lifedanis never-ceasing intercession. All

h these names point to the one truth, that in the Rlewenant Christ is all in all.

A

The subject is so large that it would be impossiblenter upon all the various aspects
f of this precious truth. Christ's work in atonemant intercession, in His bestowal of

which it knows that it is an operation of God's htigpower, and effects a cleansin¢pardon and the Holy Spirit, in His daily communioatof grace and strength, are truths

that does give a clean heart. A clean heart, Kinstvn and accepted by the same fai
apart from signs or feelings, apart from senseasan, and then experienced in the
and the fellowship with God it brings. Oh! let uslibve in the blood of the everlastin
Covenant, and the cleansing the Holy Spirit mimgsteet us believe in the ministratio
of the Holy Spirit, until our whole life in the Ne@ovenant becomes entirely His wor
to the glory of the Father and of Christ.

The blood of the Covenant, 0 mystery of mysteriegrace above all grace! 0 migh

trwhich lie at the very foundation of the faith of i@fians. We need not speak of them
Chere. What specially needs to be made clear to risahgw, by faith in Christ as the
gMediator of the New Covenant, we actually have sgte and enter into the enjoyment
Nnof all its promised blessings. We have already seestudying the New Covenant,
K how all these blessings culminate in the one thivad the heart of man is to be put
right, as the only possible way of his living iretfavor of God, and God's love finding
its satisfaction in him. That he is to receive arhéo fear God, to love God with all his
ystrength, to obey God, and to keep all His statttighat Christ did and does has this

power of God, opening the way, into the holiest] arto our hearts, and into the Ne

w for its aim; all the higher blessings of peace fatidwship flow from this. In this God's



saving power and love find the highest proof ofirthBumph over sin. Nothing sd
reveals the grace of God, the power of Jesus Chtist reality of salvation, the
blessedness of the New Covenant, as the hearbeliever, where sin once abounde
with grace now abounding more exceedingly within it

| do not know how | can better set forth the glofyour Blessed Lord Jesus as H
accomplishes this, the real object of His redeemimagk, and as He takes enti
possession of the heart He has bought and won leadsed as a dwelling for Hi
Father, than by pointing out the place He taked,tha work He does, in the case o
soul who is being led out of the Old Covenant bgedwith its failure, into the rea
experience of the promise and power of the New @ane For a practical illustration
in the life of Canon Battersby, see Notg Ih thus studying the work of the Mediat
in an individual, we may get a truer conceptiortha real glory and greatness of t
work He actually accomplishes, than when we onigkttof the work He has done fo
all. It is in the application of the redemption &en the life of earth, where si
abounded, that its power is seen. Let us see hevertrance into the New Covenal
blessing is attained.

The first step towards it, in one who has beenytednverted and assured of h
acceptance with God, is the sense of sin. He etshe New Covenant promises g
not made true in his experience. There is not amdyvelling sin, but he finds that h
gives way to temper, and self-will, and worldlineasd other known transgressions
God's law. The obedience to which God calls and fitihim, the life of abiding in
Christ's love which is his privilege, the power #éholy walk, well pleasing to God,

Then follows another step. The heart-searchingtopresomes whether we are willing
2 to give up every evil habit, all our own self-willl that is of the spirit of the world, and
dsurrender ourselves to be wholly and exclusively Jesus. God cannot take so

complete possession of a man, and bless him so esfotigl, and work in him so

mightily, unless He has him very completely, yeapily for Himself. Happy the man
hewho is ready for any sacrifice.

€
5 Now comes the last, the simplest, and yet oftenrtbst difficult step. And here it is we
ineed to know Jesus as Mediator of the Covenanivedsear of the life of holiness, and
| obedience, and victory over sin, which the Covemaamises, and hear that it will be

to us according to our faith, so that if we clatrimifaith it will surely be ours, the heart
proften fails for fear. | am willing, but have | thmwer to make, and what is more, to
nemaintain this full surrender? Have | the power, gtreng faith, so to grasp and hold this
r offered blessing, that it shall indeed be and camimine? How such questions perplex
n the soul until it finds the answer to them in theeoword: Jesuslt is He who will
nbestow the power to make the surrender and to lelierhis is as surely and as

exclusively His work, as atonement and intercessi@nHis alone. As sure as it was

His to win and ascend the throne, it is His to prélis dominion in the individual soul.
i<It is He, the Living One, who is in Divine power work and maintain the life of
r.communion and victory within us. He is the Mediadod Surety of the Covenant—He,
L the God-man, who has undertaken not only for all @od requires, but for all that we
gheed too.

- When this is seen, the believer learns that hest,gs at conversion, it is all of faith.

in all this his conscience condemns him. It ishiis tonviction of sin that any thought The one thing needed now is, with the eye definitigled on some promise of the New

or desire of the full New Covenant blessing mustehiés rise. Where the thought th
obedience is an impossibility, and that nothing lautlife of failure and self-
condemnation is to be looked for, has wrought aetedespair of deliverance, d

hiCovenant, to turn from self and anything it coufcheed do, to let go self, and fall into
the arms of Jesus. He is the Mediator of the Newe@ant: it is His to lead us into it. In
r the assurance that Jesus, and every New Covereasird, is already ours in virtue of

contentment with our present state, it is vaingeak of God's promise or power. Theour being God's children; with the desire now tprapriate and enjoy what we have

heart does not respond: it knows well enough, istise, the liberty spoken of is
dream. But where the dissatisfaction with our sha® wrought a longing for somethin
better, the heart is open to receive the message.

The New Covenant is meant to be the deliverancga fh® power of sin; a keen longin
for this is the indispensable preparation for eéntgfully into the Covenant.

Now comes the second step. As the mind is directeke literal meaning of the term
of the New Covenant, in its promises of cleansiramf sin, and a heart filled wit
God's fear and God's law, and a power to keep Gua'snands and never to dep
from Him; as the eye is fixed on Jesus the Suréth® Covenant, who will Himseli
make it all true; and as the voice is heard of @gses who can declare how, after ye
of bondage, all this has been fulfilled in them—tveging begins to grow into a hop
and the inquiry is made, as to what is neededter ¢nis blessed life.

a hitherto allowed to lie unused; in the faith thasus now gives us the needed strength

gin faith to claim and accept our heritage as agrepossession; the will dares boldly to
do the deed, and to take the heavenly gift—a hifeChrist according to the better
promises. By faith in Jesus you have seen andvextéiim as to you, in full truth, the

gMediator of the New Covenant, both in heaven amigdur heart. He is the Mediator
who makes it true between Gadd yoy as your experience.

s The fear has sometimes been expressed that, ifress o urgently the work that
Christ through the Spirit does in the heart, we maydrawn off from trusting in what
rHe has done and ever is doing, to what we are Exméng of its working. The answer
is simple. It iswith the heart alonghat Christ can be truly known or honoured. linis
5 the heartthe work of grace is to be done, and the savingepoof Christ to be

» displayed. It isn the heartalone the Holy Spirit has His sphere of wdhere He is to
work Christ's likeness it is there alone He canifyicChrist. The Spirit can only glorify
Christ by revealing His saving powerus. If we were to speak of whate are to dan
cleansing our heart and keeping it right, the feanld be well-grounded. But the New

Covenant calls us to the very opposite. What istak of the Atonement, and the



Righteousness of God it has won for us, will be onily glory even amid the higheit experiencing its blessings, until he meets God withAbraham like faith, that gives

holiness of heaven: Christ's work of holiness har¢he heart can only deepen t
consciousness of that Righteousness as our ordy Plee sanctification of the Spirit, g
the fulfilment of the New Covenant promises, isaatbking of the things of Christ an
revealing and imparting them to us. The deepereatnance into and our possession
the New Covenant gift of a new heart, the fullell i our knowledge and our love d
Him who is its Mediator; the more we shall gloryhtim alone. The Covenant dea
with the heart, just that Christ may be found thenay dwell there by faith As we
look at the heart, not in the light of feeling awperience, but in the light of the faith ¢
God's Covenant, we shall learn to think and spédtkas God does, and begin to kng
what it is, that there Christ manifests Himself ahdre He and the Father come
make their abode.

Chapter XI
Jesus, The Surety of a Better Covenant

"And inasmuch as it is not without the taking of @ath: by so much also hath Jeg
become the Surety of a better covenant. WherelseHe is able to save complete
them that draw near unto God through Him, seeing¥#z liveth to make intercessid
for them."—Heb 7:20, 22, 25

A SURETY is one who stands good for another, thaedain engagement will b
faithfully performed. Jesus is the Surety of theMNEovenant. He stands surety with
for God—that God's part in the Covenant will faitthf be performed. And He stand
surety with God for us, that our part will be fditty performed too. If we are to live ir
covenant with God, everything depends upon our kmgaright what Jesus secures
us. The more we know and trust Him, the more agswikk our faith be that its every
promise and every demand will be fulfilled, thatifa of faithful keeping of God's

¢Him the glory, and is fully assured that what H& Ipgomised He is able to perform.
sThe Covenant is a sealed mystery, except to thevdow is going without reserve to
dtrust God, and abandon itself to His word and work.

C

f Of the work of Christ, as the Surety of the be@ewvenant, our passage tells us that,
Sbecause of this priesthood confirmed by oath, Heble to save completely those who
draw near to God through Him. And this, because éifer liveth to make intercession
ffor them.” As Surety of the Covenant, He is ceastyeengaged in watching their
Wneeds, and presenting them to the Father, in riageiis answer, and imparting its
t(plessing. It is because of this never-ceasing ntiediareceiving and transmitting from
God to us the gifts and powers of the heavenly dyothat He is able to save
completely—to work and maintain in us a salvatiencamplete as God is willing it
should be, as complete as the Better Covenantdsasea us it shall be, in the better
promises upon which it was established. These [s@srare expoundeHi€b 8:7-13 as
being none other than those of the New Covenademmiah, with the law written in
uthe heart by the Spirit of God as our experiencdefpower of that salvation.

)]
nJesus, the Surety of a better Covenant, Jesus bg tour assurance that everything

connected with the Covenant is unchangeably amdalg sure. In Jesus the keynote is

given of all our intercourse with God, of all ouagers and desires, of all our life and

L walk, that with full assurance of faith and hope may look for every word of the

:Covenant to be made fully true to us by God's oawegy. Let us look at some of these

s things of which we are to be fully assured, if we # breathe the spirit of children of
the New Covenant.

t

There is the love of God. The very thought of a &want is an alliance of friendship.
And it is as a means of assuring us of His lovejrafving us close to His heart of love,

Covenant is indeed possible, because Jesus isutledy Df the Covenant. He makesof getting our hearts under the power of His laugd filled with it—it is because God

God's faithfulness and ours equally sure.

We read that it was because His priesthood wasromed by the oath of God, that H
became the Surety of a so much better Covenantodtheof God gives us the securi
that His suretyship will secure all the better pises. The meaning and infinite vall
of God's oath had been explained in the previoaptehn. "In every dispute the oath
final for confirmation. Wherein God, being mindedshow more abundantly unto th
heirs of the promise the immutability of His counseterposed with an oath, that b
two immutable things, in which it is impossible fGiod to lie, we may have a stror
encouragement." We thus have not only a Covenatit,osrtain definite promises; w
have not only Jesus, the Surety of the Covenamtatthe back of that again, we ha
the living God, with a view to our having perfeanéidence in the unchangeableness
His counsel and promise, coming in between witloath. Do we not begin to see th
the one thing God aims at in this Covenant, and asth regard to it, is an absoluf
confidence that He is going to do all He has preahi©iowever difficult or wonderful it
may appear? His oath is an end of all fear or ddugttno one think of understandin

loves us with an infinite love, and wants us towkrit) and to give it complete liberty to

bestow itself on us, and bless us, that the Newe@ant has been made, and God's own
e Son been made its Surety. This love of God is dinii@ Divine energy, doing its
hyutmost to fill the soul with itself and its blesseds. Of this love God's Son is the
e¢Messenger; of the Covenant in which God reveatls its He is the Surety; let us learn
i< that the chief need in studying the Covenant arapbikg it, in seeking and claiming its
eblessings, is the exercise of a strong and confidesurance in God's love.

Y
¢ Then there is the assurance of the sufficiency lofsEs finished redemption. All that

b was needed to put away sin, to free us entirelyfanéver from its power, has been
eaccomplished by Christ. His blood and death, Hsumection and ascension, have
(taken us out of the power of the world and trangpld us into a new life in the power
a of the heavenly world. All this is Divine realityChrist is Surety that the Divine
erighteousness, and the Divine acceptance, thau#ltient Divine grace and strength,

are ever ours. He is Surety that all these canwitidbe communicated to us in
g unbroken continuance.

the Covenant, of judging or saying what may be etgmk from it, much less o



It is even so with the assurance of what is neetedur part to enter into this life in th
New Covenant. We shrink back, either from the sutee of all, because we know n
whether we have the power to let it go, or from fuéh for all, because we fear ou
will never be so strong or so bold as to take fait is offered us in this wonderfu
Covenant. Jesus is Surety of a better Covenant.békter consists just in this ver
thing, that it undertakes to provide the childrehtile Covenant with the very
dispositions they need, to accept and enjoy it. A&fee seen how the heart is just t
central object of the Covenant promise. A heardurircised to love God with all th
heart, a heart into which God's law and fear haaentput, so that it will not depa
from Him—it is of all this Jesus is the Surety untle oath of God. Let us say it on
more: Surely the one thing God asks of us, andjiven the Covenant and its Surety
secure—the confident trust that all will be done in us # is needed-is what we dare
not withhold.

| think some of us are beginning to see what has lmur great mistake. We ha
thought and spoken great things of what Christ alidthe Cross, and does on {
Throne, as Covenant Surety. And we have stoppe.tBat we have not expecte

Him to do great things in our heartsAnd yet it is there, in our heart, that the

consummation takes place of the work on the Crossthe Throne; in the-heart th
New Covenant has its full triumph; the Surety i9&known not by what the mind c3
think of Him in heaven, but by what he does to mélmself known in the heart
There is the place where His love triumphs and is emédo Let us with the heay
believe and receive Him as the Covenant Suretyukgewith every desire we enterta
in connection with it, with every duty it calls tis, with every promise it holds ou
look to Jesus, under God's oath the Surety of thee@ant. Let us believe that by th
Holy Spirit the heart is His home and His thronet us, if we have not done it yet, in

¢

e your low estate to your glorified Lord, and maintgour confidence that a soul, that in
Dlits nothingness trusts in Him, will receive morartht can ask or think.

<

| Dear believer, come and be a believer. Believe @t is showing you how entirely

Y the Lord Jesus wants to have you and your lifeHionself; how entirely He is willing

to take charge of you and work all in you; how eatyi you may even now commit your

N'trust, and your surrender, and your faithfulneshéoCovenant, with all you are and are
E to be, to Him, your Blessed Surety. If thou bel&yehou shalt see the glory of God

twhat Christ has undertaken, you may confidently eawpon His performing.
€

€ a sense, and measure, and power that passettekige, Jesus Christ is Himself all

that God can either ask or give, all that God wamtsee in us.He that believeth in
me, out of him shall flow rivers of living water'J¢hn 7:33.

€ Chapter XII

f The Book of the Covenant

"And Moses took the book of the covenant, and irdate audience of the people: and
nthey said, All that the Lord hath said will we dodabe obedient. And Moses took the

blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and saidhdBkthe blood of the covenant, which
; the Lord hath made with you concerning all thesedsid—Exo 24:7, § comp.Heb
r9:18-20

]

¢HERE is a new aspect in which to regard God's bte&ook. Before Moses sprinkled
cthe blood, he read the Book of the Covenant, atgirodd the people's acceptance of it.

definite act of faith, throw ourselves utterly oimt for the whole of the New CovenantAnd when he had sprinkled it, he said, "Behold bheod of the covenant, which the

life and walk. No surety was ever so faithful tg hindertakingas Jesus will be to His
on our behalf, in our hearts

And now, notwithstanding the strong confidence aadsolation the oath of God an
the Surety of the Covenant gives, there are soithéosking wistfully at this blessed
life, and yet afraid to trust themselves to thismdimus grace. They have a concept
of faith as something great and mighty, and theywkiand feel that theirs is not suc
And so their feebleness remains an insuperabléebaar their inheriting the promise
Let me try and say once again: Brother, the aéaiti, by which you accept and ent
this life in the New Covenant, is not commonly @b @ power, but often of weaknesg
and fear and much trembling. And even in the midsll this feebleness, it is not &
act in your strength, but in a secret and perhagpaltustrength, which Jesus the Surg
of the Covenant gives you. God has made Him Suwetii, the very object of inspiring
us with courage and confidence. He longs, He ddighbring you into the Covenan
Why not bow before Him, and say meekly: He does Ipeayer; He brings into the
Covenant; He enables a soul to believe; | may trist confidently. And just begin
quietly to believe that there is an Almighty Logiyen by the Father, to do everythin

Lord hath madeoncerning all these word$ The Book contained all the conditions of
the Covenant; only through the Book could they krad\that God asked of them, and
all that they might ask of Him. Let us consider whaw light may be thrown both

gupon the Covenant and upon the Book, by the onegtitothat the Bible is the Book of
the Covenant.

0
h The very first thought suggested will be this, tiahothing will the spirit of our life

. and experience, as it lives either in the Old erNlew Covenant, be more manifest than
b)in our dealings with the Book. The Old had a boskwall as the New. Our Bible
scontains both. The New was enfolded in the Old;@ak is unfolded in the New. It is

n possible to read the Old in the spirit of the Néws possible to read the New as well as
tthe Old in the spirit of the Old.

t. What this spirit of the Old is, we cannot see smadl anywhere as just in Israel when

2 the Covenant was made. They were at once readsotige: "All that the Lord hath
said will we do and be obedient." There was ske Igense of their own sinfulness, or of

Cthe holiness and glory of God, that with perfeclf-senfidence they considered

needed to makall Covenant grace wholly true in you. Bow low, andkaup out of

themselves able to undertake to keep the Coverfdmty understood little of the



meaning of that blood with which they were spriakler of that death and redemptic

of which it was the symbol.

In their own strength, in the power of the flesgteyt were ready to engage to serve G
It is just the spirit in which many Christians regjdahe Bible; as a system of laws,
course of instruction to direct us in the way Gaulild have us go. All He asks of us i
that we should do our utmost in seeking to fulitin; more we cannot do; this we

sincerely ready to do. They know little or nothiofwhat the death means throug

which the Covenant is established, or what thefliéen the dead is through whic
alone a man can walk in covenant with the God ai/ba.

This self-confident spirit in Israel is explainey What had happened just previous

When God had come down on Mount Sinai in thundsriaugd lightnings to give thg
law, they were greatly afraid. They said to Mosest not God speak with us, lest w

die; speak thou with us, and we will hear." Thegutpht it was simply a matter g
hearing and knowing; they could for certain obelieyl knew not that it is only the
presence, and the fear, and the nearness, andwles pf God humbling us and makin
us afraid, that can conquer the power of sin and e power to obey. It is SO mug
easier to receive the instruction from man, and,lthan to wait and hear the voice
God and die to all our own strength and goodnesss ho otherwise that man
Christians seek to serve God without ever seekiriye in daily contact with Him, ang
without the faith that it is only His presence desep from sin. Their religion is
matter of outward instruction from man: the waittoghear God's voice that they m
obey Him, the death to the flesh and the world tomes with a close walk with Gog
are unknown. They may be faithful and diligent lue study of their Bible, in readin
.or hearing Bible teaching; to have as much asilplessf that intercourse with thg
Covenant God Himself which makes the Christianpidssible—this they do not seek

If you would be delivered from all this, learn evier read the Book of the Ney
Covenant in the New Covenant Spirit. One of theyvirst articles of the New
Covenant has reference to this matter. When God, dawill put My law in their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts, He egegthat the words of His Holy Boo
shall no longer be mere outward teaching, but Wizt they command shall be o
very disposition and delight, wrought in us as dhband a life by the Holy Spirit
Every word of the New Covenant then becomes a Bidssurance of what may |
obtained by the Holy Spirit's working. The soulrteato see that the letter killeth, th
the flesh profiteth nothing. The study, and knowlkedf, the delight in, Bible word

)

rThe New Covenant is a ministration of the Spisitd Chap. VI). All its teaching is
meant to be teaching by the Holy Spirit. The twostmemarkable chapters in the Bible
on the preaching of the gospel are those in whiahl Bxpounds the secret of this
hteaching { Cor. 2:1-16; 2 Cor. 3:1-18. Every minister ought to see whether he can
:pass his examination in them. They tell us thah&nNew Covenant the Holy Spirit is
s everything. It is the Holy Spirit entering the higavriting, revealing, impressing upon

6[1;( it God's law and truth, that alone works true obade. No excellency of speech or

thuman wisdom can in the least profit God must relgaHis Holy Spirit to preacher
h and hearer the things He hath prepared for us. \lghatie of the preacher is equally
true of the hearer. One of the great reasons thatay Christians never come out of
the Old Covenant, never even know that they aie &@md have to come out of it, is that
there is so much head knowledge, without the pafehe Spirit in the heart being
waited for. It is only when preachers and hearadsreaders believe that the Book of
the New Covenant needs the Spirit of the New Caverte explain and apply it, that
the Word of God can do its work.

0 V<

f
glearn the double lesson. What God hath joined hmgetet no man put asunder. The
rBible is the Book of the New Covenant. And the H&8lyirit is the only minister of
oWwhat belongs to the Covenant. Expect not to unadedstor profit by thy Bible
, knowledge without seeking continually the teactmfighe Holy Spirit. Beware lest thy
earnest Bible study, thy excellent books, or thipwed teachers take the place of the
Holy Spirit! Pray daily, and perseveringly, and believingly fdis teaching. He will
write the Word in thy heart.

j The Bible is the Book of the New Covenant. Ask iHady Spirit specially to reveal to
> thee the New Covenant in it. It is inconceivableawvloss the Church of our day is
suffering because so few believers truly live asheirs, in the true knowledge and
enjoyment of its promises. Ask God, in humble faiit give thee in all thy Bible
y reading, the spirit of wisdom and revelation, emiéned eyes of thine heart, to know
what the promises are which the Covenant reveald;vehat the Divine security in
Jesus, the Surety of the Covenant, that every peomill be fulfilled in thee in Divine
k power; and what the intimate fellowship to whictaidmits thee with the God of the
) Covenant. The ministration of the Spirit, humblyited for and listened to, will make
the Book of the Covenant shine with new light, etlelight of God's countenance and
¢a full salvation.

2}
5 All this applies specially to the knowledge of wiaatually the New Covenant is meant

and thoughts, cannot profit, except as the HolyiSisi waited on to make them lifg
The acceptance of Holy Scripture in the letter, theeption of it in the humal

. to work. Amid all we hear, and read, and understainthe different promises of the
New Covenant, it is quite possible that we nevertmgee had that heavenly vision of it

understanding, is seen to be as fruitless as wasl'sat Sinai. But as the Word of God as a whole, that with its overmastering power cdmpeceptance. Just hear once again
spoken by the Living God through the Spirit inte teart that waits on Him, it is founid what it really is.True obedience and fellowship with Gptbr which man was created,
to be quick and powerful. It then is a word thatrketh effectually in them that believe, which sin broke off, which the law demanded, buildonot work, which God's own
giving within the heart the actual possession ef\hry grace of which the Word hasSon came from heaven to restore in our livesjow brought within our reach and

spoken.

offered us.Our Father tells us in the Book of the New Covéitlaat He now expects us
to live in full and unbroken obedience and commamidth Him. He tells us that by the
mighty power of His Son and Spitite Himself will work this in us everything has



been arranged for it. He tells us that such adifainbroken obedience is possible They boast of the higher privileges of the New Cuarg, while its chief blessinghe
because Christ, as the Mediator, will live in usl @mable us each moment to live firpower of a holy life, a heart delighting in God'silv, and a life in which God causes

Him. He tells us that all He wants is simply thereoder of faith, the yielding
ourselves to Him to do His work. Oh! let us lookdasee this holy life, with all its
powers and blessings, coming down from God in hegva the Son and His Spirit
Let us believe that the Holy Spirit can give usision of it, as a prepared Gift, to b
bestowed in living power, and take possession ofLes us look upward and loo

and enables us, by his indwelling Spirit, to kedp Ebmmandments, is neglected. If
there is one thing we need to know well, it is flace obedience takes in the New
Covenant.

e

Let our first thought beObedience is essentiaht the very root of the relation of a

inward, in the faith of the Son and the Spirit, &Bdd will show us that every wordl creature to his God, and of God admitting the creato His fellowship, lies the
written in the Book of the Covenant is not onlyetribut that it can be made spirit aftthought of obedience. It is the one only thing Gpdke of in Paradise when "the Lord

truth within us, and in our daily lif§his can indeed be

Chapter Xl
New Covenant Obedience

God commanded the man " not to eat of the forbiddéh In Christ's great salvation it
is the power that redeemed us: "By the obediencor& shall many be made
righteous." In the promise of the New Covenanakes the first place. God engages to
circumcise the hearts of His people—in the puttifigof the body of the flesh, in the
circumcision of Christ—to love God with all theire&ért, and to obey His

"Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed,chkeep My covenant, then ye shal commandments. The crowning gift of Christ's exaltatvas the Holy Ghost, to bring

be a holy nation unto Me."Exo 19:5

" And the Lord Thy God will circumcise thine heaaihd the heart of thy seed, to loye

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with dli/tsoul. And thou shalt obey the voiq
of the Lord, and do all His commandments.Deud 30:6, 8

"And | will put My Spirit within you, and cause yaw walk in My statutes, and vy
shall keep My judgments."Eze 36:27

salvation to us as an inward thing. The first Cargrdemanded obedience, and failed
because it could not find iThe New Covenant was expressly made to provide for
obedienceTo a life in the full experience of the New Comahblessing, obedience is
essential.

m

It is this indispensable necessity of obedience ¢lplains why so often. the entrance
| into the full enjoyment of the New Covenant haseatefed upon some single act of
" surrender. There was something in the life, soniecevdoubtful habit, in regard to

which conscience had often said that it was ngtdrfect accord with God's perfect
will. Attempts were made to push aside the troubites suggestion. Or unbelief said it

IN making the New Covenant, God said very defigiteNot after the covenant | made 14 pe impossible to overcome the habit, and taairthe promise of obedience to

with your fathers." We have learnt what the faudtsvwith that Covenant: it made Gog
favour dependent upon the obedience of the pediple"obey | will be your God."
We have learnt how the New Covenant remedied tfectdeésod Himself provided for
the obedience. It changel ye keepMy judgments"” into "l will put My Spirit within
you, andye shall keep' Instead of the Covenant and its fulfilment degieg on man's

‘the Voice within. Meantime, all our prayer appeanédo avail. It was as if faith could
not lay hold of the blessing which was full in dighntil at last the soul consented to
regard this little thing as the test of its suremtb obey in everything, and of its faith
that in everything the Surety of the Covenant woglde power to maintain the
obedience. With the evil or doubtful thing given, wgth a good conscience restored,

obedience, God undertakes to ensure the obedidinee.Old Covenant proved the 5q the heart's confidence before God assuredotilecould receive and possess what

need, and pointed out the path, of holiness: the iepires the love, and gives th
power, of holiness.

In connection with this change, a serious and rdasgerous mistake is often mad
Because in the New Covenant obedience no longempaxthe place it had in the Ol
as the condition of the Covenant, and free gracethaken its place, justifying th

ungodly, and bestowing gifts on the rebellious, ynare under the impression thai
obedience is nowo longer as indispensable as it was thérhe error is a terrible ong.
The whole Old Covenant was meant to teach the nessfothe absolute and

indispensable necessity of obedience for a lif&sod's favour. The New Covena
comes, not to provide a substitute for that obewtién faith, but through faith to secu
the obedience, by giving a heart that delightd iand has the power for it. And me
abuse the free grace, that without our own obedieaxcepts us for a life of ne

€it sought. Obedience is essential.

Obedience is possihléThe thought of a demand which man cannot possiatygler,
€cuts at the very root of true hope and strengthe Sécret thought, "No man can obey
j'God," throws thousands back into the Old Coveritmtdnd into a false peace that God
P does not expect more than that we do our best. el is possible: the whole New
! Covenant promises and secures this.

Only understand aright what obedience means. Thewed man has still the flesh,
with its evil nature, out of which there arise ihwttary evil thoughts and dispositions.
These may be found in a truly obedient man. Obegigieals with the doing of what is
known to be God's will, as taught by the Word, #mel Holy Spirit, and conscience.
When George Muller spoke of the great happinedsadehad for more than sixty years
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obedience, when they rest content with the gragbput the obedience it is meant fg

‘in God's service, he attributed it two things—Hel haved God's Word, and "he had



maintained a good conscience, not wilfully goingimia course he knew to be contranGod. For this man was created, for this He wasemgel again, for this, that it maybe

to the mind of God." When the full light of God Bmin upon Gerhard Tersteegen,

niour actual experience, the Holy Spirit has beermiand is dwelling in us. Between

wrote: "l promise, with Thy help and power, ratteegive up the last drop of my blood, what God has already wrougbt in us, and what Heswai work, obedience is the

than knowingly and willingly in my heart or my lifee untrue and disobedient
Thee." Such obedience is an attainable degreeaoégr

Obedience is possible. When the law is written ke heart; when the heart
circumcised to love the Lord with all our heartdao obey Him; when the love of Go
is shed abroad in the heart; it means that the dd¥&od's law and of Himself has no
become the moving power of our life. This love 8 wague sentiment, in man
imagination of something that exists in heaven, aliving, mighty power of God in
the heart, working effectually according to His kiog, which worketh in us mightily
A life of obedience is possible.

This obedience is of faith"By faith, Abraham obeyed." By faith the promisasthe
Covenant, the presence of the Surety of the Covetienhidden inworking of the Holy
Spirit, and the love of God in His infinite desmad power to make true in us all H
love and promises, must live in us. Faith can bthgm nigh, and make us live in th
very midst of them. Christ and Hie wonderful redéopneed not remain at a distan
from us in heaven, but can become our continuaéespce. However cold or feebl

ablessed link. Let us seek to walk before Him in¢bafidence that we are of those who
live in the noble and holy consciousness: my onekvi®to obey God. (In a volume
just published, The School of Obedience, the thtaugh this chapter are more fully
sworked out.)

d

v What can be the reason, | ask once again, thatasty imelievers have seen so little of

sthe beauty of this New Covenant life, with its poveé holy and joyful obedience?
"Their eyes were holden that they knew Him not.& Tlord was with the disciples, but
their hearts were blind. It is so still. It is agtwElisha's servant, all heaven is around
him and he knows it not. Nothing will help but tgayer, "Lord, open his eyes, that he
may see." Lord, is there not someone who may beirrgahis, who just needs one
touch to see it all? Oh! give that touch!

sJust listen, my brother. Thy Father loves thee ithinfinite love, and longs to make
ethee, even to-day, His holy, happy, obedient childar His message: He has for thee
cean entirely different life from what thou art IingnA life in which His grace shall

e actually work in thee every moment all He asks theebe A life of simple childlike

we may feel, faith knows that the new heart issnthat the love of God's law is olirobedience, doing for the day just what the Fathews thee to be His will. A life in

very nature, that the teaching and power of theitSpie within us. Such faith knows
can obey. Let us hear the voice of our Saviour ety of the Covenant, as He sa
with a deeper, fuller meaning than when He wasasthe"Only believe. If thou cans
believe, all things are possible to him that bediay'

And last of all, let us understan@bedience is blessedne$3o not regard it onlgs the
way to the joy and blessings of the New Covenant,dsuitself, in its very nature, jo
and happiness. To have the voice of God teachidgyaiting you, to be united to Go
in willing what He wills, in working out what He wis in you by His Spirit, in doingd
His Holy Will, and pleasing Him,—surely all this sy unspeakable and full of glory.

To a healthy man—it is a delight to walk or worl,put forth his strength and conqu
difficulties. To a slave or a hireling it is bondagnd weariness. The Old Covend
demanded obedience with an inexorablgst and the threat that followed it. The Ne
Covenant changes the mustcen andmay. Do ask God, by the Holy Spirit, to sho
you how "you have been created in Christ Jesusgmid works," and how, as fitted &

a vine is for bearing grapes, your new nature rfeptly prepared for every good work.

Ask Him to show you that He means obedience, nlyt tonbe a possible thing, but th
most delightful and attractive gift He has to bestthe entrance into His love and 3
its blessedness.

In the New Covenant the chief thing is not the wemfid treasure of strength and gra

it contains, nor the Divine security that that @@ never can fail, but this, that the

living God gives Himself, and makes Himself knowand takes possession of us as

t which the abiding love of thy Father, and the algdpresence of thy Saviour, and the
<joy of the Holy Spirit, can keep thee, and makethkad and strong.
it

This is His message. This life is for thee. Fedrtaaccept this life, to give up thyself
to it and its entire obedience. In Christ it is gibke, it is sure.

Now, my brother, just turn heavenward and ask théd¥, by the Holy Spirit, to show
dthee the beautiful heavenly life. Ask and expecK#ep thine eyes fixed upon the
great blessing of the New Covenant is obedience; wonderful power to will and do
as God wills It is indeed the entrance to every other blesstrig paradise restored and
heaven opened—the creature honouring his Credter,Creator delighting in His
e creature; the child glorifying the Father, the Eatplorifying the child, as He changes
\r him, from glory to glory, into the likeness of H®n.
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Chapter XIV
The New Covenant: A Covenant of Grace

S

| Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye amat mnder the law, but under

grace."—Rom 6:34

THE words, Covenant of grace, though not found &ripgfure, are the correct
expression of the truth it abundantly teaches, that contrast between the two
covenants is none other than that of law and gi@€E¢he New Covenant, grace is the

~
"
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lgrea'[ characteristic: "The law came in, that thierafe might abound; but where sin



abounded, grace did abound more exceedinglgdn{ 5:20-2} It is to bring the
Romans away entirely from under the Old Covenamd, ta teach them their place
the New, that Paul writes: "Ye are not under theg laut under grace.’'Rom 6:14 And
he assures in them that if they believe this, and in it, their experience woulg
confirm God's promise: "Sin shall not have dominav@r you." Rom 6:14 What the
law could not do—give deliverance from the powesiof over us—grace would effec
The New Covenant was entirely a Covenant of grimcthe wonderful grace of God

Paul writes: "Where sin abounded, grace did moe=edingly abound."Rom 5:20Q
nAnd where, as far as | was concerned, did sin alf®wxll the sin in earth and hell

could not harm me, were it not, for its presenceninheart. It is there it has exercised

its terrible dominion. And it is there the exceggdabundance of grace must be proved,

if it is to benefit me. All grace in earth and heawould not help me; it is only in the
t. heart it can be received, and known, and enjoyathete sin abounded,” in the heart,
t there "grace did more exceedingly abound; thatimsesgned in death," working its

had its origin; it was meant to be a manifestatibrthe riches and the glory of thatdestruction in the heart and life, "even so migfaicg reign,” in the heart too, "through

grace; of grace, and by grace working in us, allgtomises can be fulfilled an
experienced.

The wordgraceis used in two senses. It is first the graciospasition in Godvhich

moves Himto love us freely without our merit, and to bestivHis blessings upon us
Then it also means that power through which thiscgrdoes its work in us. Th
redeeming work of Christ, and the righteousnessvbie for us; equally with the worlk
of the Spirit in us, as the power of the new ldes spoken of as Grace. It includes

d righteousness into eternal life, through Jesus<Clair Lord." As had been said just
before, " They that receive the abundance of geadl reign in life through Jesus
Christ."

. Of this reign of grace in the heart Scripture sgeaindrous things. Paul speaks of the
e grace that fitted him for his work, of "the gift tfat grace of God which was given me
according to the working of His power.Egh 3:7) "The grace of our Lord was

aexceeding abundant, with faith and lovel Tim 1:14 "The grace which was

that Christ has done and still does, all He hasgiwies, all He is for us and in us. Jolrbestowed upon me was not found vain, biaboured more abundantiythan they all;

says, "We beheld His glory, the glory of the OnlggBtten of the Father, full of grag
and truth.” John 1:1% "The law was given by Moses grace and truth casndesus
Christ." @ohn 1:1Y "And of His fulness have all we received, andcgréor grace.”
(John 1:1% What the law demands, grace supplies. The cdamasish John pointed ou
is expounded by Paul: "The law came in, that tHenae might abound,'Rom 5:20
and the way be prepared for the abounding of gneae exceedingly. The law point
the way, but gives no strength to walk in it. T ldemands, but makes no provisi
for its demands being met. The law burdens and emond and slays. It can wake
desire, but not satisfy it. It can rouse to efftwit not secure success. It can apped
motives, but gives no inward power beyond what rhamself has. And so, while
warring against sin, it became its very ally inigy/ the sinner over to a hopele
condemnation. "The strength of sin is the law."

To deliver us from the bondage and the dominiosimfgrace came by Jesus Christ.
work is twofold. Its exceeding abundance is seethénfree and full pardon there is

all transgression, in the bestowal of a perfeditagusness, and in the acceptance

God's favour and friendship. "In Him we have redgaomp through His blood, the
forgiveness of sin according to the riches of Hiacg." Eph 1:7 It is not only at
conversion and our admittance into God's favout,throughout all our life, at eac
step of our way, and amid the highest attainmehteemost advanced saint; we oy
everything to grace, and grace alone. The thoughtesit and work and worthiness

for ever excluded.

The exceeding abundance of grace is equally se#imeimvork which the Holy Spirit
every moment maintains within us. We have found tina central blessing of the Ne
Covenant, flowing from Christ's redemption and plaedon of our sins, is the new heg
in which God's law and fear and love have been fpus in the fulfilment of this
promise in the maintenance of the heart in a state of mmess for God's indwelling

eyet not |, butthe graceof God which was with me."1(Cor 15:1) "He said unto me,
My graceis sufficient for thee; My strength is made perfecveakness."A Cor 12:9
He speaks in the same way of grace as workingeitiiféh of believers, when he exhorts
them to "be strong in the grace that is in Chriestu3"; 2 Tim 2:1) when he tells us of
"the grace of God" exhibited in the liberality ¢dfet Macedonian Christians, and "the

s exceeding grace of God" in the Corinthians; wherh&urages them: "God is able to

pimake all grace abound in you, that ye may abounal every good work."Z Cor 9:§

r Grace is not only the power that moves the hea@aaf in its compassion towards us,

| when He acquits and accepts the sinner and makea bhild, but is equally the power
that moves the heart of the saint, and provideadh moment with just the disposition

scand the power which it needs to love God and donklls

It is impossible to speak too strongly of the ntete is to know that, as wonderful and
Itfree and alone sufficient as is the grace thatgresdis the grace that sanctifies; we are
pijust as absolutely dependent upon the latter afotheer. We can do as little to the one
nas the other. The grace that works in us must esigxely do all in us and through us

as the grace that pardons does all for us. In tigecase as the other, everything is by

faith alone. Not to apprehend this brings a doutdager. On the one hand, people
n think that grace cannot be more exalted than irbdstowal of pardon on the vile and
eunworthy; and a secret feeling arises that, if ®edo magnified by our sins more than
s anything else, we must not expect to be freed filoem in this life. With many this

cuts at the root of the life of true holiness. @e tther hand, from not knowing that

grace is always and alone to do all the work ingamctification and fruit-bearing, men

are thrown upon their own efforts, their life remsmione of feebleness and bondage
)y under the law, and they never yield themselvesttgriace do all it would.

1§
Let us listen to what God's Word says: "gwce have ye been savetthrough faith;
not of works, lest any man should glory. For weldieworkmanship, created in Christ

that the glory of grace is specially seen. In teeywnature of things this must be g

0 Jesus for good works, which God afore preparedwieashould walk in them."Eph



2:8-10 Grace stands in contrast to good works of our oatonly before conversion
but after conversion too. We are createdChrist Jesusfor good works, which Gog
had prepared for us. It is grace alone can workithreus and work them out throug
us. Not only the commencement but the continuaftieeoChristian life is the work o
grace. "Now if it is by grace it is no more of weylotherwise grace is no more gra
therefore, it is of faith that it may be accordiaggrace.” Rom 11:6 4:16) As we see
that grace is literally and absolutely to do allus, so that all our actings are t
showing forth of grace in us, we shall consenive the life of faith—a life in which,
every moment, everything is expected from God.sltonly then that we sha
experience that sin shall not, never, not for a etrhave dominion over us.

"Ye are not under the law, but under gracBdrf 6:14 There are three possible live
One entirely under the law; one entirely under grane a mixed life, partly law, partl
grace. It is this last against which Paul warns R@mans. It is this which is s
common, and works such ruin among Christians. kdtnd out whether this is not oy

, special calling of Levi is spoken of as God's Cargrof Life and Peace being with
Him, as the Covenant of an everlasting priesthédidthis was to be a picture to help
hthem and us, in some measure, to apprehend thethargel of His own Blessed Son, the
Mediator of the New Covenant.

€

Like Israel, all God's people, under the New Cowngnare a royal priesthood. The right
'€of free and full access to God, the duty and pavfenediating for our fellowmen and
being God's channel of blessing to them, is théeinable birthright of every believer.
| Owing to the feebleness and incapacity of many od'& children, their ignorance of
the mighty grace of the New Covenant, they areglytimpotent to take up and exercise
their priestly functions. To make up for this laafkservice, to show forth the exceeding
s riches of His grace in the New Covenant, and thegodHe gives men of becoming,
y just as the priests of old were the forerunnerthefGreat High Priest, His followers
D and representatives, God still allows and invitessé of His redeemed ones who are
r willing, to offer their lives to this blessed mitig. To him who accepts the call, the

position, and the cause of our low state. Let usebeh God to open our eyes by th New Covenant brings in special measure what Godgids "My Covenant of Life and

Holy Spirit to see that in the New Covenant evdangh every movement, ever
moment of our Christian life, is of grace, aboumdigrace; grace aboundin
exceedingly, and working mightily. Let us believsat our Covenant God waits t
cause all grace to abound toward us. And let usnbieglive the life of faith that
depends upon, and trusts in, and looks to, and esats for God, through Jesus Chri
by the Holy Spirit, to work in us that which is pl#ng in His sight.

Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied!

Chapter XV
The Covenant of an Everlasting Priesthood

"That My covenant might be with Levi. My covenanaswith him of life and peace
and | gave them to him for the fear wherewith rerdd Me, and was afraid before M
name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and irtiguvas not found in his lips; he
walked with Me in peace and equity, and did turmynaway from iniquity."—Mal
2:4-6

ISRAEL was meant by God to be a nation of priebisthe first making of the
Covenant this was distinctly stipulated. "If ye wilbey My voice, and keep My
covenant, ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of prie§tkey were to be the stewards
the oracles of God; the channels through whom Qottisvledge and blessing were
be communicated to the world; in them all nationsravto be blessed. Within th
people of Israel one tribe was specially set ajgaeimbody and emphasise the pries
idea. The first-born sons of the whole people werdave been the priests. But
secure a more complete separation from the re$iegbeople, and the entire giving U
of any share in their possessions and pursuits, cdode one tribe to be exclusive
devoted to the work of proving what constitutes $pé&it and the power of priesthoo
Just as the priesthood of the whole people wasop&bd's Covenant with them, so tk

y Peace shall be with him"; it becomes to him in velsed "the Covenant of an

g everlasting priesthood." As the Covenant of Lepriesthood issued and culminated in

o0 Christ's, ours issues from that again, and recdiees it its blessing to dispense to the
world.

5t
To those who desire to know the conditions on whichpart of the New Covenant, the
Covenant of an everlasting priesthood can be redeand carried out, a study of the
conditions on which Levi received. the priesthodll be most instructive. We are not
only told that God chose that tribe, but what theecially was in that tribe that fitted it
for the work. Malachi says: "I gave him My covenémt the fear wherewith he feared
Me, and was afraid before My name." The refereade ivhat took place at Sinai when
Israel had made the molten calf. Moses called alb were on the Lord's side, who

. were ready to avenge the dishonour done to Goehriwe to him. The tribe of Levi did

' s0, and at his bidding took their swords, and silewee thousand of the idolatrous

,ypeople Exo 32:26-29. In the blessing with which Moses blessed thgesibefore his

" death, their absolute devotion to God, without @hering relative or friend, is
mentioned as the proof of their fitness for Godsvise Oeu 33:5-1) : "Let Thy
Thummim and Thy Urim be with Thy holy one, who saidto his father and to his
mother, | have not known thee; neither did he askedge his own brethren, nor know
his own children: for they have observed Thy wand kept Thy covenant.”

=4

The same principle is strikingly illustrated in thery of Aaron's grandson, Phineas,
where he, in his zeal for God, executed judgmendieabedience to God's command.
t|,The words are most suggestive. "And the Lord speite Moses, saying, Phineas, the
SON of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, hath turned adgywrath from the children of
Israel, in thathe was jealous with My jealousgmong them, so that | consumed them
not in My jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, | giveashim My covenant of peace: and
it shall be unto him, and his seed after him, theeaant of an everlasting priesthood;

becausédie was jealous for his Godind made an atonement for the children of Israel”

D n
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(Num 25:10-13 To be jealous with God's jealousy, to be jeafoussod's honour, and



rise up against sin, is the gate into the Covewéran everlasting priesthood, is tk
secret of being entrusted by God with the sacredkwd teaching His people, an
burning incense before Him, and turning many framuity (Deut. 33:10 ; Mal. 2:6).

eblessings of the New Covenant on ourselves, thahese be able to expect confidently
d what we ask for others.

In our priestly life there is still another asp€ebhe priests had no inheritance with their

Even the New Covenant is in danger of being abusedhe seeking of our own brethren; the Lord God was their inheritance. Thagt access to His dwelling and His

happiness or holiness, more than the honour of @dtie deliverance of men. Eve

npresence, that there they might intercede for etheand thence testify of what God is

where these are not entirely neglected, they damatys take the place they are mearand wills. Their personal privilege and experiefiitied them for their work. If we

to have—that first place that makes everything, dearest and best, secondary 3
subordinate to the work of helping and blessing .ndereckless disregard of everythin
that would interfere with God's will and commanaddeing jealous with God's jealous
against sin, a witnessing and a fighting againat @ny sacrifice —this is the school
training for the priestly office.

It is this the world needs nowadays—men of God o the fire of God burns, me
who can stand and speak and act in power on behafGod who, amid His owr
people, is dishonoured by the worship of the goldaii Understand that as you wil
of the place given to money and rich men in theralnuof the prevalence o
worldliness and luxury, or of the more subtle dangfea worship meant for the tru
God, under forms taken from the Egyptians, andeduid the wisdom and the carn
life of this world. A religion God cannot approv&aften found even where the peof
still profess to be in covenant with God. "Consezrgpourselves to-day unto the Lor
even every man upon his brother." This call of Moiseas much needed to-day as ey
To each one who responds there is the reward gfrtesthood.

nwould intercede in power, do let us live in thd figlalisation of New Covenant life. It
ggives us not only liberty and confidence with Gadd power to persevere; it gives us
ypower with men, as we can testify to and prove vad has done to us. Herein is the
pifull glory of the New Covenant, that, like Chrigils Mediator, we have the fire of the
Divine love dwelling in us, and consuming us in Heevice of men. May to each of us
the chief glory of the New Covenant be that it lie tCovenant of an everlasting
h priesthood.

Chapter XVI
The Ministry of the New Covenant

f
e

A "Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, knowrd aead of all men: being made
l'manifest that ye are an epistle of Chrisinistered by us written not with ink, but
. with the Spirit of the living God: not in tables of stone, but in tables that ar&rtseof
€flesh. And such confidence have we through Chrizdv@rd: not that we are sufficient
of ourselves, to account anything as from oursellas our sufficiency is from God:
who also made us sufficient asinisters of a new covenantnot of the letter, but of

Let all who would know to the full what the New-Gmant means, remember Go
Covenant of Life and Peace with Levi. Accept of Hudy calling to be an intercess

"the Spirit; for the letter killeth, buhe Spirit giveth life."—2 Cor 3:2-6

and to burn incense before the Lord continuallyvé,owork, pray, believe, as onewE have seen that the New Covenant is a ministratfothe Spirit. The Holy Spirit
whom God has sought and found to stand in the gégréo Him. The New Covenant ministers all its grace and blessing in Divine powed life. (It may be well to read
was dedicated by a sacrifice and a death: reckgouit most wonderful privilege, your again and compar€hapter VII.: "The New Covenant: A Ministration tife Spirit.)
fullest entrance into its life, as you reflect gjlery of the Lord, and are changed intcHe does this through men, who are called minisitesNew Covenant, ministers of the

the same image from glory to glory, as by the $pirthe Lord, to let the Spirit of th
sacrifice and death be the moving power in all ypuestly functions. Sacrificg
yourself, live and die for your fellowmen.

One of the great objects with which God has ma@®weenant with us is, as we ha
said so often, to waken strong confidence in Himseld His faithfulness to Hig
promise. And one of the objects that He has in waidgeand so strengthening the fai
in us, is that He may use us as His channels afinlg to the world. In the work o
saving men, He wants intercessory prayer to takefitbt place. He would have u
come to Him to receive, from Him in heaven, therigml life and power which can
pass out from us to them. He knows how difficultl dmopeless it is in many-eases
deal with sinners; He knows that it is no lightiifor us to believe that in answer
our prayer the mighty power of God will move to edlkiose around us; He knows th
it needs strong faith to persevere patiently irypran cases in which the answer is lo
delayed, and every year appears farther off than é&nd so He undertakes, in our ov

Spirit. The Divine ministration of the Covenant ieen, and the earthly ministry of
God's servants, are equally to be in the powehefHoly Spirit. The ministry of the
New Covenant has its glory and its fruit in thigttit is all to be a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power.

€

What a contrast this to the Old Covenant. Mosesihdded received of the glory of
I God shining upon him, but had to put a veil onface. Israel was incapable of looking
fonit. In hearing and reading Moses, there wasileonetheir hearts. From Moses they
S might receive knowledge and thoughts and desirdse—power of God's Spirit, to

enable them to see the glory of what God speaks, med yet given. This is the
exceeding glory of the New Covenant, that it is iaistration of the Spirit; that its
Cministers have their sufficiency from God, who nmskieem ministers of the Spirit, and
@makes them able so to speak the words of God iStidt, that they are written in the
Nheart, and that the hearers become legible, liepigtles of Christ, showing the law
F'written in their heart and life.

experience, to prove what faith in His Divine powan do, in bringing down all th

11”2



The ministry of the Spirit! What a glory there isit! What a responsibility it brings
What a sufficiency of grace there is provided fb¥What a privilege, to be a minister ¢
the Spirit!

What tens of thousands we have throughout Christerho are called ministers ¢
the gospel. What an inconceivable influence thegrtefor life or for death over thg

may every day afresh claim and receive the angniiith fresh oil, the new
f inbreathing from Christ of His own Spirit and life.

God hath made us ministers of the SpiriThere is something still, of no less
f importance. The Minister of the Spirit must espigisee to it thathe lead men to the
2 Holy Spirit. Many will say, If he be led of the Spirit in téweg men, is not that

millions who depend upon them for their knowledge participation of the Christian enough? By no means. Men may become too dependehirg men may take his

life. What a power there would be if all these weniaisters of the Spirit! Let us stud
the word, until we see what God meant the minisirige, and learn to take our part
praying and labouring to have it nothing less.

God hath made us ministers of the Spirithe first thought is that a minister of th
New Covenant must be a man personally possesséaeofioly Spirit. There is
twofold work of the Spirit: one in giving a holygfiosition and character, the other
qualifying and empowering a man for work. The formaust always come first. Th
promise of Christ to His disciples, that they sldotgceive the Holy Spirit for thei
service, was very definitely given to those who Fabbwed and loved Him, and kef
His commandments. It is by no means enough tharahmve been born of the Spir

A

g

y Scripture teaching at second-hand, and, while thierpower and blessing in his
rministry, have reason to wonder that the resuksrext more definitely spiritual and
permanent. The reason is simple. The New Covenatitay shall no longer every man
teach his brother, know the Lord, for all shall kn&e, from the least even to the
egreatest. The Father wants every child, from tlstletolive in continual personal
intercourse with Himself This cannot be, except as he is taught and hetp&dow
jrand wait on the Holy Spirit. Bible study and prayfith and love and obedience, the
L whole daily walk must be taught as entirely dependa the teaching and working of
the indwelling Spirit.
t
t. The minister of the Spirit, very definitely and peveringly, points away from himself

If he is to be a "sufficient minister" of the Nevo¥&nant, he must know what it is to heto the Spirit. This is what John the Baptist di@ Was filled with the Holy Spirit from

led by the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, and tg/sarhe law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin anthdé&ho that wants to learn Greg
or Hebrew would accept a professor who hardly kndhws elements of thes
languages? And how can a man be a minister of éve Gbvenant, which is so entire
"a ministration of the Spirit," a ministration ok&venly life and power, unless |
knows by experience what it is to live in the SpPi The minister must, befor
everything, be a personal proof and witness oftthéh and power of God in th
fulfilment of what the New Covenant promises. Miars are to be picked men; th

his birth, but sent men away from himself to Christbe by Him baptized with the
k Spirit. Christ did the same. In His farewell discgei He called His disciples to turn
e from His personal instruction to the inward teaghof the Holy Spirit, who should
y dwell in them, and guide them into the truth and/@oof all He had taught them.
€

E There is nothing so needed in the Church to-dayit#feebleness and formalities and
e worldliness, the lack of holiness, of personal dievoto Christ, of enthusiasm for His
€cause and kingdom, is owing to one thing—the HdgliriBis not known and honoured

best specimens and examples of what the Holy Spiritdo to sanctify a man, and Byand yielded to, as the one only, as the one dliesrit source of a holy life. The New

the working of God's power in him to fit him for $iervice.

God hath made us ministers of the Spirilext to this thought, of being personal
possessed by the Spirit, comes the truth thaheit tvork in the ministry can be don
in the power of the Spirit. What an unspeakablyciongs assurance—Christ sends thé
to do a heavenly work, to do His work, to be th&tnmments in His hands, by which H
works He clothes them with a heavenly power. Thalling is "to preach the gospe
with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven." As darfeelings are concerned, th
may have to say as Paul: "I was with you in weagnesd in fear, and in muc
trembling." That does not prevent their adding, ratiier, that may just be the secret
their being able to add: "My preaching was in dest@tion of the Spirit and o
power." If a man is to be a minister of the New @oant, a messenger and a teache
its true blessing, so as to lead God's childrdivéoin it, nothing less will do than a ful
experience of its power in himself, as the Spirihisters it. Whether in his feeding o
God's word himself, or his seeking in it for Goniessage for his people, whether
secret or intercessory prayer, whether in privatercourse with souls or publi
teaching, he is to wait upon, to receive, to yteldhe energising of the Holy Spirit, 3

Covenant is not known as a ministration of the iSpirthe heart of every believer. The
one thing needful for the Church is—the Holy SpimitHis power dwelling and ruling
lyin the lives of God's saints. And as one of theefchieans to this there are needed
e ministers of the Spirit, themselves living in thgayment and power of this great gift,
erwho persistently labour to bring their brethremittte possession of their birthright: the
eHoly Spirit in the heart, maintaining, in Divine ywer, an unceasing communion with
2| the Son and with the Father. The ministration & 8pirit makes the ministry of the
2\ Spirit possible and effectual. And the ministrytlodé Spirit again makes the ministration
n of the Spirit an actual experimental reality in tifie of the Church.

C

We know how dependent the Church is on its ministtye converse is no less true.
I' The ministers are dependent on the Church. Theyitarehildren; they breathe its
atmosphere; they share its health or sickliness; #re dependent upon its fellowship
N and intercession. Let none of us think that alt tha New Covenant calls us to is to see
I"that we personally accept and rejoice in its blegsi No, indeed; God wants everyone
C who enters into it to know that its privileges &weall His children, and to give himself
Sto make this known. And there is no more effectwaly of doing this than taking

the mighty power of God working with him. This istsufficiency for the work. He

thought for the ministry of the Church. Compare thaistry around you with its



pattern in God's word (see specially 1 Cor 2; 2 &odoin with others who know how are the same as make holy, holiness, holy onehplimess. He prayed to the Father:
the New Covenant is nothing, if it be not a mirdstbin of the Spirit, and cry to God far "Sanctify them; for their sakes | sanctify Mysetfiat they themselves may also be

a spiritual ministry. Ask the leading of God thelfi&host to teach you what can

esanctified in truth." In Him we are sanctified, 8 holy onesom 1:7 1 Cor 1:2.

done, what you can do, to have the ministry of y6bhurch become a truly spiritugl We have put on the new man which after God is eckat righteousness and holiness.
one. Human condemnation will do as little good am&n approbation. It is as theHoliness is our very nature.
supreme place of the Holy Spirit, as the representand revealer of the Father anc

the Son, is made clear to us, that the one debibarcheart, and our continual prays
will be, that God would so discover to all the mbers of His word their heavenl
calling, that they may, above everything, seek dhis thing,—to be sufficient ministen
of the New Covenant, not of the letter, but of Sprit

Chapter XVII
His Holy Covenant

"To remember His Holy Covenant; to grant unto w thie, being delivered out of th
hands of our enemies, should serve Him without, faaiholiness and righteousne
before Him, all our days."+tuke 1:68-75

WHEN Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit apdophesied, he spoke of God
visiting and redeeming His people, as a remembaerirdis Holy Covenant. He speak
of what the blessings of that Covenant would b, inowords that had been usd
before, but in what is manifestly a Divine revedatito him by the Holy Spirit; and
gathers up all the former promises in these word@lkat we should serve Him withod
fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all thays of our life" Holiness in
life and service is to be the great gift of the @uant of God's Holiness. As we ha
seen before, the Old Covenant proclaimed and deaddinaliness; the New provides i
holiness of heart and life is its great blessing.

There is no attribute of God so difficult to defir@ peculiarly a matter of Diving
revelation, so mysterious, incomprehensible, ancbrioeivably glorious, as Hi
Holiness. It is that by which He is specially wdpgied in His majesty on the throne
heaven Ica 6:2 Rev 4:8 15:4). It unites His righteousness, that judges andleoms,
with His love, that saves and blesses. As the Hatg He is a consuming firés
10:17 ; as the Holy One He loves to dwell among Hisghedsa 12:§. As the Holy
One He is at an infinite distance from us; as tledyHDne He comes inconceivab
near, and makes us one with, makes us like Him3&k one purpose of His hol
Covenant is to make us holy as He is holy.

As the Holy One He says: " | am holy; be ye holgnh the Lord which hallow you
which make you holy." The highest conceivable sutrohiblessedness is our beir
partakers of the Divine nature, of the Divine he#ia.

This is the great blessing Christ, the Mediatothef New Covenant, brings. He ha

been made unto us "both righteousness and saatitfi¢ —righteousness in order t
as a preparation for, sanctification (Remember thatwords sanctify, sanctity, sai

I'We are holy in Christ. As we believe it, as we reedt, as we yield ourselves to the
Y truth, and draw nigh to God to have the holinessvdrforth and revealed in fellowship
S with Him, its fountain, we shall know how divineifue it is.

It is for this the Holy Spirit has been given irrdwearts. He is the " Spirit of Holiness."
His every working is in the power of holiness. Paays: "God hath chosen us unto
salvation, in sanctification of the Spirit and leélof the truth.” As simple and entire as
is our dependence on the word of truth, as thereateneans, must our confidence be
e in the hidden power for holiness which the workafghe Spirit brings. The connection
5<between God's electing purpose, and the work ofSihieit, with the word we obey,
comes out with equal clearness in Pet&lett, in sanctification of the Spirit unto
obedience." The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of thielbf Christ; as we know, and honour,

«and trust Him, we shall learn and also experiehe, in the New Covenant, as the

sMministration of the Spirit, the sanctification, tiliness of the Holy Spirit is our

ccovenant right. We shall be assured that, as Gegiwmised, so He will work it in us,
that we "should serve Him without fear, in rightepass and holiness before Him, all

t the days of our life." With a treasure of holinessChrist, and the very Spirit of
holiness in our hearts, we can live holy lives. fTisaif we believe Him "who worketh
¢«in us both to will and to work."

t;
In the light of this Covenant promise, with the &led Son and the Holy Spirit to work
it out in us, what new meaning is given to the érag of the New Testament. Take the

s first epistle St. Paul ever wrote. It was directedmen who had only a few months

L previously been turned from idols to serve the hgviGod, and to wait for His Son

hifrom heaven. The words he speaks in regard to dtieess they might aim at and
expect, because God was going to work it in thenm,sa grand that many Christians
pass them by, as practically unintelligible Thess 3:18 "The Lord make you to
increase and abound in love, to #ed He may stablish your hearts unblamable in

yholinessat the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His ssihfThat promises holiness,

% unblamable holiness, a heart unblamable in holing@dseart stablished in all this by
God Himself. Paul might indeed say of a word likést " Who hath believed our
report? "He had written of himselfl (Thess 2:10 "Ye know how holily and
righteously and unblamablyve behaved ourselves." He assures them that what G
chas done for him He will do for them—qgive them tieamblameable in holiness. The
“Church believes so little in the mighty power of d@nd the truth of His Holy
Covenant, that the grace of such heart-holinebsiidly spoken of. The verse is often
guoted in connection with "the coming of our Loebuds with His saints"; but its real

‘point and glory,—that when He comes we may meet Miith hearts stablished

»: unblamable in holinessy God Himself: all too little this is understood proclaimed

Mor expected.



Or take another verse in the EpistleThess 5:28 also spoken to these young conve
from heathenism, in reference to the coming of looird. Some think that to sped
much of the coming of the Lord will make us holylagl how little it has done so i
many cases. It is the New Covenant Holiness, wrobglGod Himself in us, believe
in and waited for from Him, that can make our wajtidiffer from the carna
expectations of the Jews or the disciples. ListehHE GOD OF PEACE HIMSELF
"—that is the keynote of the New Covenant what peuer can do God will work in
you "SANCTIFY YOU WHOLLY"; this you may. ask and gect,—'and may your
spirit and soul and body be preserved entiNBLAMABLE , at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ' And now, as if to meet the doubt that will arisdaithful is He

that calleth yoy WHO WILL ALSO DO IT." Again it is the secret ohé New
Covenant—what hath not entered into the heart of, m&OD WILL WORK in them

that wait for Him. Until the Church awakes to sad &elieve that our holiness is to Ipe

the immediatealmighty working of the Three-One God in usand that our wholg
religion must be an unceasing dependence to redeideect from Himself these
promises remain a sealed book.

Let us now return to the prophecy of the Holy Spbiy Zacharias, of God's
remembering the Covenant of His Holiness, to makehaly, to stablish our hearts
unblamable in holiness, that we should serve Him HOLINESS AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS. Note how every word is significant.

To grant us It is to be a gift from above. The promise giveith the Covenant was: "
the Lord have spoken; it will perform it." We need to beseech God to show us b

what He will do, and thatHe will do it When our faith expects all from Him, the

blessing will be found.

"That we, being delivered out of the hands of oureemies" He had just before said
He hath raised up an horn of salvation for us; saltion from our enemies and the
hand of all that hate uslt is only a free people can serve a Holy Godheiholy. It is

only as the teaching of Rom 6-8. is experienced, laknow what it is that we are
"freed from sin," and "freed from the law," andttlne Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

hath made me free from the law of sin and deattat'in the perfect liberty from ever
power that could hinder, | can expect God to dorhiighty work in me.

Should serve Him My servant does not serve me by spending altitms in getting

riBefore Him. With His continued unceasing presence all the, daythe unceasing
k security of our obedience and our fearlessnessnéher failing secret of our being
n sanctified wholly.

]

All our days Not only all the day for one day, but for evergydbecause Jesus is a
High Priest in the power of an endless life, and thighty operation of God as
promised in the Covenant is as unchanging as isHaogelf.

Is it not as if you begin to see that God's wordsdappear to mean more than you have
ever conceived of or expected? It is well thahidd be so. It is only when you begin
to say,Glory to Him who is able to dexceeding abundantly above alle can ask or
think, and expect God's almighty, supernaturabgather immeasurable power and
grace to work out the New Covenant life in you, amdnake you holy that you will
really come to the place of helplessness and depeeredvhere God can work.

| pray you, my Brother, do believe that God's wigdrue, and say with Zacharias,
"Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who basitad His people, to remember HIS
’ HOLY COVENANT, and to grant us, that we, being deted from the hand of our
enemies, should serve Him without feir,holiness rind righteousness before Him,

all our days."

Chapter XVIII

o Entering the Covenant: With All the Heart

"And they entered into the covenant to seek thel l&od of their fathers with al/ their
heart, and all their soul."2-Chron 15:14see2 Chron 34:3land2 Kings 23:3.

"The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, tivé the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul."Beu 30:6

"And | will give them an heart to know Me, thatmahe Lord; and they shall be My
y people, and | will be their God: for they shallrtuo Me withtheir whole heart."—Jer
24:7 (seeler 29:13.

" 1 will make an everlasting covenant with thenatthwill not turn away from them, to

himself ready for work, but in doing my work. Thel{ Covenant sets us free, ancdo them good; but | will put My fear in their hesarthat they shall not depart from Me.

endows us with Divine grace, that God may haveausHis work,—the same work
Christ began, and we now carry on.

Without fear. In childlike confidence and boldness before Ganald before men too. A
freedom from fear in every difficulty, because maylearnt to know that God works g
in us we can trust Him to work all for us and thgbws.

Yea, | will rejoice over them to do them goadth My whole heart and My whole
soul. "—Jer 32:40

IN the days of Asa, Hezekiah, and Josiah, we reladsmel entering into "the
|| Covenant" with their whole heart, " to perform therds of the Covenant which are
written in the book." Of Asa's day, we read: " Thsyare unto the Lord; and all Judah
rejoiced at the oath, for they had swavith their whole heart and sought Hinwith
their whole desire and He was found of them." Wholeheartedness @sstcret of

entering the Covenant, and God being found of us Wholeheartedness is the secret



of joy in religion—a full entrance into all the Bfgedness the Covenant brings. G
rejoices over His people to do them gowith His whole heart and His whole souit
needs, on our pamur whole heart and our whole soub enter into and enjoy this jo
of God in doing us good with His whole heart ang whole soul. With what measuf
we mete, it shall be measured unto us again.

If we have at all understood the teaching of Gadied in regard to the New Covenar
we know what it reveals in regard to the two partigno meet in it. On God's side the
is the promise to do for us and in us all that wechto serve and enjoy Him. He w
rejoice in doing us good, with His whole heart. \vi# be our God, doing for us all tha
a God can do, giving Himself as God to be whollysolAnd on our side there is th
prospect held out of our being able, in the powiextmat He engages to do, to "turn
Him with our whole heart," "to love Him with all olneart and all our strength." Th
first and great commandment, the only possible seom which God can fully reveg
Himself, or give Himself to His creature to enjdg;,' Thou shalt love the Lord thy Go
with all thy heart." That law is unchangeable. Newv Covenant comes and brings
the grace to obey, by lifting us into the love afdzas the air we breathe, and enabl
us, in the faith of that grace, to rise and bearfdycourage, and with our whole heart
yield ourselves to the God of the Covenant, andiftaén His service.

Wholeheartedness in the love and the service of God shall | speak of it? Of its
imperative necessity? It is the one unalterablelitimm of true communion with God
of which nothing can supply the want. Of its infenreasonableness? With such a G
a very Fountain of all that is loving and lovely,all that is good and blessed, the A
glorious God: surely there cannot for a moment beoaght of anything else being H
due, or of our consenting to offer Him anythingslethan the love of the whole hea
Of its unspeakable blessedness? To love Him wighvthole heart, this is the onl
possible way of receiving His great love into owah and rejoicing in it—yielding
oneself to that mighty love, and allowing God Hitfisgist as an earthly love ente
into us and makes us glad, to give us the tastetangby of the heavenliness of th
love. Of its terrible lack? Yes, what shall | spedikhis? Where find words to open tk
eyes and reach the heart, and show how almost rsalvés the lack of trug

wholeheartedness in the faith and love of Godhéndesire to love Him with the whole

heart, in the sacrifice of everything to possesm,Hio please Him, to be wholl
possessed of Him? And then of the blessed certaifitits attainableness? Th
Covenant has provided for it. The Triune God wilinw it by taking possession of th
heart, and dwelling there. The Blessed MediatahefCovenant undertakes for all v
have to do. His constraining love shed abroad mhearts by the Holy Spirit can brin
it and maintain it. Yes, | ask how shall | spealalbthis?

Have we not spoken enough of it already in thisk?doo we not need something mo
than words and thoughts? Is not what we need ratierquietly to turn to the Holy

Spirit who dwells in us, and in the faith of thgHt and the strength our Lord gives
through Him, accept and act out what God tellsfulk@® God-given heart He has placé«

within us, the God-wrought wholeheartedness He s@i®urely the new heart whic

afaith accept and rejoice in the wondrous gift, awad fear to say: | will love Thee, 0
Lord, with my whole heart. Just think for a momefitwhat it means that God has

y given us such a heart.

e

We know what God's giving meardis giving depends on our takingHe does not
force upon us spiritual possessions. He promise$gaves, in such measure as desire
t and faith are ready to receive. He gives in Diyiimsver; as faith yields itself to that
repower, and accepts the gift, it becomes conscicarstiyexperimentally our possession.
Il

t As spiritual gifts God's bestowingse not recognised by sense or reasérEar hath
€not heard, neither have entered into the heart @, e things which God bath
Cpreparedfor them that love Him. But God hathvealed them unto us by His Spirit
€We have received the Spirit which is of God, thatmightknow the things which are

| freely given us of God.lt is as you yield yourself to be led and taugittiiee Spirit,
 that your faith will be able, despite of all lackfeeling, to rejoice. in the possession of

Uthe new heart, and all that is given with it.
n

t'Then,this Divine giving is continuous| bestow a gift on a man; he takes it, and |
never see him again. So God bestows temporal @iftmen, and they never think of
Him. But spiritual gifts are only to be received darenjoyed in unceasing
communication with God Himself. The new heart i$ agower | have in myself, like
the natural endowments of thinking or loving. Noisionly in unceasing dependence
O'upon, in close contact with God, that the heaveiftyof a new heart can be maintained
I'uninjured, can day by day become stronger. It Iy onGod's immediate presence, in
?unbroken direct dependence on Him, that spiritndbg&/ments are preserved.
Y Then, further spiritual gifts can only be enjoyed by acting themt in faith. None of
the graces of the Christian life, like love, or keess, or boldness, can be felt or
Sknown, much less strengthened, until we begin &rase them. We must not wait to
A feel them, or to feel the strength for them; we tnisthe obedience of the faith that
Ethey are given us, and hidden within us, practisent Whatever we read of the new
heart, and of all God has given into it in the Néavenant, must be boldly believed
and carried out into action.

2AII this is especially true of wholeheartednesg] &ving God with all our heart. You

may at first be very ignorant of all it implies. Gtas planted the new heart in the
midst of the flesh, which, with its animating priple, SELF, has to be denied, to be
kept crucified, and by the Holy Spirit to be maed. God has placed you in the midst
of a world, from which, with all that is of it arits spirit, you are to come out and be
entirely separate. God has given you your work i kihgdom, for which He asks all

your interest, and time, and strength. In all thdbeee respects you need
wholeheartedness, to enable you to make the sawifhat may be required. If you take
the ordinary standard of Christian life around ypoy will find that wholeheartedness,
intense devotion to God and His service, is hattabught of. How to make the best of
both worlds, innocently to enjoy as much as possiflthis present life, is the ruling
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has been given us to love God with, with God'siSjmirit, is wholly for God. Let our



principle, and, as a natural consequence, the mreésarld secures the larger share
interest. To please self is considered legitimata the Christlike life ohot pleasing
self has little place. Wholeheartedness will lead yaugl. enable you too, to acce
Christ's command and sell all for the pearl of gp&e. Though at first afraid of whg
it may involve, do not hesitate to speak the waedjfiently in the ear of your Fathe
with my whole heart You may count on the Holy Spirit to open up iteaming, to

show you to what service or what sacrifice Godscgtlu in it, to increase its power, 10

reveal its blessedness, to make it the very spiriyour life of devotion to your
Covenant God.

And now, who is ready to enter into this New ane@fasting Covenant with his whol
heart? Let each of us do it.

Begin by asking God very humbly to give you by &airit, who dwells in you, the
vision of the heavenly life of wholehearted lovalabedience, as it has actually be

0(See Note F.—The Whole Heprt

P Note A.—Chapter Il

The Second Blessing

= o~

IN the life of the believer there sometimes comesisis, as clearly marked as his
conversion, in which he passes out of a life ofticmral feebleness and failure to one of
strength, and victory, and abiding rest. The ttamsihas been called the Second
Blessing. Many have objected to the phrase, asgbenscriptural, or as tending to
make a rule for all, what was only a mode of exgrege in some. Others have used it as
E helping to express clearly in human words what tughbe taught to believers as a
possible deliverance from the ordinary life of @eristian, to one of abiding fellowship
with God, and entire devotion to His service. Itraducing it. into the title of this
book, I have indicated my belief that, rightly ursteod, the words express a scriptural
e truth, and may be a help to believers in puttingadly before them what they may

prepared for you in Christ. It is an existing rgala spiritual endowment out of the life expect from God. Let me try and make clear howiriklwe ought to understand it. |

of God which can come upon you. It is secured to iyothe Covenant, and in Chri
Jesus, its Surety. Ask earnestly, definitely, batigly, that God reveal this to you. Re

5t have connected the expression with the two Covendlvity was it that God made two
stCovenants-not one, and not three? Because ther twer parties concerned. In the

not till you know fully what your Father means ytmbe, and has provided for your First Covenant man was to prove what he could dd,vehat he was. In the Second,

most certainly being.

When you begin to see why the New Covenant wasgiaed what it promises, an
how divinely certain its promises amfer yourself to God unreservedly to be take
yep into it Offer, if He will take you in, to love Him withgur whole heart, and to obe
Him with all your strength. Hold not back, be nétéd. God has sworn to do you god
with His whole heart do say, do not hesitate to say, that into thiggdant, in which
He promises to cause yao turn to Him and to love Him with your whole hgayou

God would show what He would do. The former wastitme of needed preparation ;
the latter, the time of Divine fulfilment. The samecessity as there was for this in the
g race, exists in the individual too. Conversion nsakéa sinner a child of God, full of
rignorance and weakness, without any conceptionhaitwhe whole-hearted devotion is
ythat God asks of him, or the full possession Gagasly to take of him. In some cases
cthe transition from the elementary stage is byaalgal growth and enlightenment. But
experiences teaches, that in the great majorigasés this healthy growth is not found.
To those who have never found the secret of athegltowth, of victory over sin and

now with your whole heart enter. If there be argrfgust ask again and believingly for Perfect rest in God, and have possibly despairedvef finding it, because all their

a vision of the Covenant life: God swearing to @da yood with His whole heart; Go
undertaking to make and enable you to love and éheywith your whole heart The
vision of this life will make you bold to say: Inthis Covenant of a wholehearted lo
in God and in me | do with my whole heart now erttere will | dwell.

Let us close and part with this one thought. A esdieg God, rejoicing with His wholé
heart and whole soul to do us good, and to worksirall that is well-pleasing in Hi
sight: this is the one side. Such is the God ofGbgenant. Gaze upon Him. Beliey
Him. Worship Him. Wait upon Him, until the fire biegto burn, and your heart b
drawn out with all its might to love this God. Thére other side. A redeemed so
rejoicing with all its heart and all its soul inetHove of this God, entering into th
covenant of wholehearted love, and venturing, et@ows, to say to Him: With my
whole heart | do love Thee, God, my exceeding @ych are the children of th
Covenant.

Beloved reader! rest not till you have enteredtlimpugh the Gate Beautiful, thoug
Christ the door, into this temple of the love, lod heart, of God.

H efforts have been failures, it has often been adedul help to learn that it is possible
by a single decisive step, bringing them into dtrigelationship to Christ, His Spirit,
¢and His strength, to enter upon an entirely nesv lif

What is needed to help a man to take that stepris simple. He must see and confess

. the wrongness, the sin, of the life he is livingt im harmony with God's will. He must

. see and believe in the life which Scripture holds evhich Christ Jesus promises to

ework and maintain in him. As he sees that his faillbas been owing to his striving in

e his own strength, and believes that our Lord Jesgillsactually work all in him in

)| Divine power, he takes courage, and dares surrehdeself to Christ anew.

e Confessing and giving up all that is of self ang, siielding himself wholly to Christ
and His service, he believes and receives a neveiptalive his life by the faith of the

e Son of God. The change is in many cases as clesamaaked, as wonderful, as
conversion. For lack of a better name, that of 80Bé Blessing came most naturally.

hWhen once it is seen how greatly this change isleetén the life of most Christians,
and how entirely it rests on faith in Christ and lgbwer, as revealed in the Word, all

doubt as to its scripturalness will be removed. Agkn once its truth is seen, we shall



be surprised to find how, throughout Scripturehistory and teaching, we find wha
illustrates and confirms it.

Take the twofold passage of Israel through watest éut of Egypt, then into Canaa
The wilderness journey was the result of unbelief disobedience, allowed by God
humble them, and prove them, and show what wakdin heart. When this purpos
had been accomplished, a second blessing led thesagh Jordan as mightily int
Canaan, as the first had brought them through #we$a out of Egypt.

Or take the Holy Place and the Holiest of All, gses of the life in the two covenant
and equally in the two stages of Christian expegein the former, very real access
God and fellowship with Him, but always with a veitween. In the latter, the fu
access, through a rent veil, into the immediatsgmee of. God, and the full experien
of the power of the heavenly life. As the eyes apened to see how terribly th
average Christian life comes short of God's purpasd how truly the mingled life cal
be expelled by the power of a new revelation of twW@ad waits to do, the types d
Scripture will shine with a new meaning.

Or look to the teachings of the New Testament.dmBns, Paul contrasts the life of t
Christian under the law with that under grace, ghiit of bondage with the Spirit 0
adoption. What does this mean but that Christiaag still be living under the law an
its bondage, that they need to come out of this the full life of grace and liberty
through the Holy Spirit, and that, when first thegethe difference, nothing is need
but the surrender of faith, to accept and expeéenbat grace will do by the Holy
Spirit.

To the Corinthians, Paul writes of some being damaad still babes, walking as me
after the flesh ; others being spiritual, with &pal discernment and character. To t
Galatians, he speaks of the liberty with which &hitby the Spirit, makes free from th
law, in contrast to those who sought to perfecthia flesh, what was begun in th
Spirit, and who gloried in the flesh; -all to c#iflem to recognise the danger of t
carnal, divided life, and to come at once to tfe dif faith, the life in the Spirit, which
alone is according to God's will.

it how the second blessing is nothing more nor leas thnew vision of what Christ is
willing to work in us, and the surrender of failfat yields all to Him

n.1 would fain hope that what | have written in thisok may help some to see that the
lcsecond blessing is just what they need, is what I§oHis Spirit will work in them, is

e nothing but the acceptance of Christ in all Hisisgwyower as our strength and life,
b and is what will bring them into, and fit them fénat full life in the New Covenant, in
which God works all in all.

5.Let me close this note with a quotation from th&dduction to a little book just
tipublished Dying to Salf: A Golden Dialogue, by William Law, with notes by A. M.: "A
| great deal has been said against the use of thes,tehe Higher Life, the Second
c(Blessing. In Law one finds nothing of such langyané of the deep truth of which
ethey are the, perhaps defective, expression, hi& i full. The points on which so
N much stress is laid in what is called Keswick téaghstand prominently out in his
f whole argument. The low state of the average fifeetievers, the cause of all failure as
coming from self-confidence, the need of an ergurgender of the whole being to the
operation of God, the call to turn to Christ as @ee and Sure Deliverer from the
hepower of self, the Divine certainty of a betteelfior all who will in self-despair trust
f Christ for it, and the heavenly joy of a life in iwh the Spirit of Love fills the heart-
i these truths are common to both. What makes Lawtsp of the truth of special value
is the way in which he shows how humility and uself-despair, with the resignation
e to God's mighty working in simple faith, is theaitiible way to be delivered from self,
and have the Spirit of Love born in the heart,”

Note B.—Chapter IV

n The Law Written in the Heart

h\
€THE thought of the law written in the heart sometimcauses difficulty and
ediscouragement, because believers do not see dr ifeghemselves anything
nccorresponding to it. An illustration may help tonave the difficulty. There are fluids
by which you can write so that nothing is visibédther at once or later, unless the
writing be exposed to—the sun or the action of schemical. The writing is there, but
one who is ignorant of the process cannot think there, and knows not how to make

Everywhere we see in Scripture, what the statehef €hurch at the present da) it readable. The faith of a man who is in the selsedieves in it though he see it not.

confirms, that conversion is only the gate thati¢eimto the path of life, and that withi
that gate there is still great danger of mistakimg path, of turning aside, or turnin
back, and that where this has taken place we diedca once, and with our whol
heart, to turn and give ourselves to nothing Ikas &ll that Christ is willing to work ir
us. Just as there are many who have always thélghtonversion must be slow, ar
gradual, and uncertain, and cannot understand thoanibe sudden and final, becal

n
glt is even thus with the new heart. God has putlédisinto it. "Blessed are the people
b in whose heart is God's law." But it is there itz He that takes God's promise in

faith, knows that it is in his own heart. As long there is not clear faith on this point,
call attempts to find it, or to fulfil that law, wibe vain. But when by a simple faith the
spromise is held fast, the first step is taken talise it. The soul is then prepared to

they only take man's powers into account, so manyat see how the revelation of thereceive instruction as to what the writing of thevlin the heart means. It means, first,

true life of holiness, and the entrance on it bthfaut of a life of self effort and failure)
may be immediate and permanent. They look too moichan's efforts, and know ng

that God has implanted in the new heart a love ad'§law, and a readiness to do all
t His will. You may not feel this disposition thetayt it is there. God has put it there.

Believe this, and be assured that there is in y@ivane nature that says—and you



therefore do not hesitate to say it—"l delight to Thy will, O God!" In the name o
God, and in faith, say it.

This writing of the law means, further, that in mtiag this principle in you, God hal
taken all that you know of God's will already, aindpired that new heart with th
readiness to obey it. It may as yet be writteneheith invisible writing, and you are
not conscious of it. That does not matter. You hhgee to deal with a Divine an
hidden work of the Holy Spirit. Be not afraid toys®h, how love | Thy law! God ha
put the love of it into your heart, the new hebig. has taken away the stony heart; it
by the new heart you have to live.

The next thing implied in this writing of the lavg that you have accepted all God

think of it and deal with it in the light of Godtsuth. Every evil desire and affection
comes from the flesh, man's sinful natural life.oltes its power greatly to our
ignorance of its nature, and our trusting to itiphend strength to cast out its evil. |
5 have already pointed out how sinful flesh and reiig flesh is one, and how all failure
e in religion is owing to a secret trust in ourselvAs we accept and make use of what
, God says of the flesh, we shall see in it the soofcall evil in us; we shall say of its
H temptations: " It is no more |, but sin that dwtilen me"; we shall maintain our
L integrity as we maintain a good conscience thatlenms us for nothing knowingly
jdone against God's will; and we shall be stronghin faith of the Holy Spirit, who
dwells in the new heart, so to strengthen that @edmot and "shall not fulfil the lusts
of the flesh."

[

will, even what you do not yet know, as the delighyour heart. In giving yourself up | conclude with an extract of an address by RewVEbster, at Keswick last year, in

to God, you gave yourself wholly to His will. Thatas the one condition of you
entering the Covenant; Covenant grace will now i®vor teaching you to know, an
strengthening you to do, all your Father would hgwe do.

The whole life in the New Covenant is a life oftfaiFaith accepts every promise of t
Covenant, is certain that it is being fulfilled,ols confidently to the God of th
Covenant to do His work. Faith believes implicitty the new heart, with the lav
written in it, because it believes in the promesed in the God who gave and fulfils tk
promise.

It may be well to add here that the same truthsglabd of all the promises concernimn¢
the new heart—they must be accepted and acted daithy When we read of " the

love of God shed abroad in the heart by the HolyitSpof "Christ dwelling in the
heart," of "a clean heart," of "loving each othethma clean heart fervently," of " Go
establishing our heart unblamable in holiness,"muest; with the eye of faith, regar
these spiritual realities as actually and in veegd existing within us. In His hidde
unseen way God is working them there. Not by smhfeeling, but by faith in the
Living God and His Word, we know they are as thevg@ofor the dispositions an
inclinations of the new heart. In this faith we d@oceact, knowing that we have th
power to love, to obey, to be holy. The New Coveémaves us a God who works all i
us; faith in Him gives us the assurance, abovebmydnd all feeling, that this God i
doing His blessed work.

And if the question be asked what we are to thifkalb there is within us that
contradicts this faith, let us remember what Sarptteaches us of it. We sometim
speak of an old and a new heart. Scripture doesloaato. It speaks of the old, th
stony, heart, being taken away—the heart, withwits disposition, affections, being

made new with a Divine newness. This new heartlageal in the midst of what

Scripture calls the flesh, in which there dwellathgood thing. We shall find it a gre
advantage to adhere as closely as possible tot@erilanguage. It will greatly help ou
faith even to use the very words God by His HolyriSpas used to teach us. And

¢ confirmation of what | have just said: " Put yetbe Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
d provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thefedMake no provision for the flesh.' The
flesh is there, you know. To deny or ignore thestxice of an enemy is to give him a
great chance against you; and the flesh is in diever to the very end, a force of evil
 to be reckoned with continually, an evil force desia man, and yet, thank God, a force
| which can be so dealt with by the power of Godf thshall have no power to defile the
" heart or deflect the will. The flesh is in you, lyaiur heart may be kept clean moment
by moment in spite of the existence of evil in ydaiten nature. Every avenue, every
opening that leads into the heart, every thougttdesire and purpose and imagination
of your being, may be closed against the fleshthat there, shall be no opening to
come in and defile the heart or deflect the widhirthe will of God.
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"You say that is a very high standard. But it is #Word of God. There is to be no
 secret sympathy with sin. Although the flesh isr¢hgou are to make it no excuse for
dsins. You are not to say, | am naturally irritatd@xious, jealous, and | cannot help
letting these things crop up; they come from withiies, they come from within, but
then there need be no provision, no opening in heart for these things to enter. Your
f heart can be barricaded with an impassable bageinst these things. ' No provision
for the flesh.' Not merely the front door barred &olted so that you do not invite them
to come in, but the side and back door closedYoo. may be so Christ-possessed and
Christ-enclosed that you shall positively hate gtheng that is of the flesh.
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"Make no provision for the flesh."The only way to do so is to “put on the Lord Jesus
Christ' | spoke of the heart being so barricaded there should be no entrance to it,
| that the flesh should never be able to defile itleflect the will from the will of God.
;How can that be done? By putting on the Lord J&usst. It has been such a blessing

to me just to learn that one secret, just to |¢enpositive side of deliverance—putting
on the Lord Jesus Christ."

—_
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Note C.—Chapter VII
George Muller and His Second Conversion

will greatly clear our view for knowing what to tik of the sin that remains in us if w

e



IN the life of George Miller of Bristol there was aepoch, four years after h
conversion, to which he ever after looked back, ah@vhich he often spoke, as h
entrance into the true Christian life.

In an address given to ministers and worke aftenirietieth birthday, he spoke thus
it himself: "That leads to another thought—the ulrender of the heart to Gddvas

convertedin November 182%yut | only came, into the full surrender of the heafour

years later, in July 1829. The love of money wasegadhe love of place was gone, t
love of position was gone, the love of worldly @eses and engagements was go
God, God, God alone became my portion. | found iy ddim; | wanted nothing else
And by the grace of God this has remained, andrhade me a happy man,
exceedingly happy man, and it led me to care oblyuaithe things of God. | ask
affectionately, my beloved brethren, have you fgllyrendered the heart to God, or
there this thing or that thing with which you aaé&en up irrespective of God? | read
little of the Scriptures before, but preferred othmoks, but since that time th
revelation He has made of Himself has become ukspdablessed to me, and | cg
say from my heart, God is an infinitely lovely BgirOh! be not satisfied until in you
inmost soul you can say, God is an infinitely IgvBeing!"

p
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The account he gives of this change in his jousiak follows. He speaks of one who

he had heard preach at Teignmouth, where he had fgonthe sake of his health.

"Though | did not like all he said, yet | saw a\gta and solemnity in him differen
from the rest. Through the instrumentality of thimther the Lord bestowed a gre
blessing upon me, for which | shall have causé&mit Him throughout eternity. Go
then began to show me that the Word of God alot® lie our standard of judgment
spiritual things; that it can only be explainedthg Holy Spirit, and that in our day, 3
well as in former times, He is the Teacher of Hisgle.The office of the Holy Spirit |

s In another passage he speaks thus: "I fell intostiere into which so many young
sbelievers fall, the reading of religious books refprred to the Scriptures. Now the
scriptural way of reasoning would have been: Godhddif has condescended to
become an author, and | am ignorant of that precBeok which His Holy Spirit has
o caused to be written; therefore | ought to readretliss Book of books most earnesily,
most prayerfully, and with much meditation. InsteFdacting thus, and being led by
my ignorance of the Word to study it more, my difity of understanding it made me
h(careless of reading it, and then, like many beligvepractically preferred for the first
n four years of my Christian life, the works of urpired men to the oracles of the Living
God. The consequence was that | remained a balie,rb&nowledge and grace. In
ir knowledge, | say, for all true knowledge must beweel by the Spirit from the Word.

, This lack of knowledge most sadly kept me back fuwatking steadily in the ways of
i God. For it is the truth makes us free, by delivgriis from the slavery of the lusts of
;the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and the priddeofThe Word proves it, the experience
e Of the saints proves it, and also my own experienost decidedly proves it. For when
rit pleased the Lord, in August 1829, to bring mallyeto the Scriptures, my life and

r walk became very different.

"If anyone would ask me how he may read the Sadstunost profitably, 1 would
nanswer him:—

"1. Above all he must seek to have it settled ® dwivh mindthat God alone, by the
a Holy spirit, can teach himand that, therefore, as God will be inquireddibblessings,
d it becomes him to seek for God's blessing previousading, and also while reading.
n

1"2. He should also have it settled in his mind thatughthe Holy spirit is the best and
sufficient Teacher yet that He does not always teach immediatelynwiie desire it,

had not eXperimenta”y understood before that timehad not before seen that the and that, therefore\/e may have to entreat Him again and agém the exp|anation of

Holy Spirit alone can teach us about our statediyne, show us our need of a Savio
enable us to believe in Christ, explain to us tbepBures, help us in preaching, etc.

"It was my beginning to understand this point imtigalar which had a great effect g
me; for the Lord enabled me to put it to the tektemperience by laying asid
commentaries and almost every other book, and gingalding the Word of God an

Hicertain passages; but thde will surely teach us at lastif we will seek for light
prayerfully, patiently, and for the glory of God."

N Just one more passage, from an address given mmkigeth birthday: "For sixty-nine
° years and ten months he had been a very happyThahhe attributed to two things.
 He had maintained a good conscience, not wilfulling on in a course he knew to be

studying it. The result of this was that the feesening that | shut myself into my room contrary to the mind of God; he did not, of counsean that he was perfect; he was

to give myself to prayer and meditation over theigdares, | learned more in a fe
hours than | bad done during a period of severalthspreviouslyBut the particular
difference was that | received real strength in regul in doing so.

“In addition to this, it pleased the Lord to leack o see ahigher standard of
devotednesthan | had seen before. He led me, in a measusee what is my glory in
this world, even to be despised, to be poor andnméth Christ . . . . | returned tq
London much better in body. And as to my soul,dh&nge was so great that it was li
a second conversion."

V poor, weak, and sinful. Secondly, he attributeth ihis love of Holy Scripture. Of late
years his practice had been four times every yeaedd through the Scriptures, with
application to his own heart, and with meditatiand that day he was a greater lover of
God's Word than he was sixty-six years ago. It Was, and maintaining a good
conscience, that had given him all these yearsepaag joy in the Holy Ghost."

In connection with what has been said about the Rewenant being a ministration of
K{the Spirit this narrative is most instructing. fiosvs us how George Miiller's power lay
in God's revealing to him the work of the Holy S$piHe writes that up to the time of

that change he had "not experimentally understbedoffice of the Holy Spirit." We



speak much of George Muller's power in prayersibf importance to remember th
that power was entirely owing to his love of, aadtf in, God's Word. But it is of stil
more importance to notice that his power to beli®ggl's Word so fully was entirel
owing to his having learned to know the Holy Spasthis Teacher. When the words

=

Note D.—Chapter X
Canon Battershy

0| Do not know that | can find a better case by wmhig illustrate the place Christ, the

God are explained to us, and made living withinbysthe Holy Spirit, they have @ pediator of the Covenant, takes in leading intdutsblessing than that of the founder

power to awaken faith which they otherwise have fibe Word then brings us int
contact with God, comes to us as from God direw, @nds our whole life to Him.

When the Holy Spirit thus feeds us on the Word, wtiole life comes under Hi
power, and the fruit is seen, not only in the poafeprayer, but as much in the pow
of obedience. Notice how Mr. Muller tells us ththat the two secrets of his gre
happiness were, his great love for God's Word, hisdever maintaining a good
consciencenot knowingly doing anything against the will@bd. In giving himself to
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, as he tells usis birthday address, he made a f
surrender of the entire heart to God, to be rulethk Word. He gave himself to obg
that Word in everything, he believed that the H8pjirit gave the grace to obey, and
he was able to maintain a walk free from knowingansgressing God's law. This is
point he always insisted on. So he writes, in rédara life of dependence upon Go
"It will not do—it is not possible—to live in simnd at the same time, by communi
with God, to draw down from heaven everything oeeds for the life that now is.
Again, speaking of the strengthening of faith: fsltof the utmost importance that w
seek to maintain ampright heart and a good conscienceand therefore do ng
knowingly and habitually indulge in those thingsigrhare contrary to the mind o
God. All my confidence in God, all my leaning updim in the hour of trial, will be
gone if | have a guilty conscience, and do not gegbut away this guilty conscienct
but still continue to do things which are contraryHis mind."

A careful perusal of this testimony will show uswhthe chief points usually insiste
upon in connection with the second blessing arefaalhd here. There is the fu
surrender of the heart to be taught and led algnéhé Spirit of God. There is th
higher standard of holiness which is at once sefThpre is the tender desire in nothi
to offend God, but to have at all times a good cimee, that testifies that we a
pleasing to God. And there is the faith that whie= Holy Spirit reveals to us in th
Word the will of God, He gives the sufficient stgtéim for the doing of it. "The
particular difference,” he says of reading withtHfaof the Holy Spirit's teaching, "wa
that | received real strength in my soul in doirgg"INo wonder that he saidhe
change was so great, that it was like a second esion.

All centres in this, that we believe in the New €pant and its promises as
ministration of the Spirit. That belief may comestmme suddenly, as to George Mullé¢
or it may dawn upon others by degrees. Let alltsagod that they are ready to p
their whole heart and life under the rule of theyH®pirit dwelling in them, teaching
them by the Word, and strengthening them by Hiseyrble enables us to live pleasi
to God.

D of the Keswick Convention, the late Canon Battersbwas at the Oxford Convention
in 1873 that he witnessed to having "received a aed distinct blessing to which he
had been a stranger before." For more than twewtyykars he had been most diligent

5 as a minister of the gospel, and, as appears fisfournals, most faithful in seeking to

eimaintain a close walk with God. But he was evetudised by the consciousness of

A being overcome by sin. So far back as 1853 he hatkmw "l feel again how very far |
am from enjoying habitually that peace and love jaydvhich Christ promises. | must
confess that | have it not; and that very ungeatid unchristian tempers often strive

Llwithin me for the mastery." When in 1873 he reachtwvas being published of the

yHigher Life, the effect was to render him utterlgsatisfied with himself and his state.

s There were indeed difficulties he could not quitelerstand in that teaching, but he felt

¢that he must either reach forward to better thingghing less than redemption frath

d iniquities, or fall back more and more into wontiss and sin. At Oxford he heard an

braddress on the rest of faith. It opened his eyabeadruth that a believer who really

' longs for deliverance from sinning must simply taRerist at His word, and reckon,

ewithout feeling, on Him to do His work of cleansiagd keeping the soul. "I thought of

t the sufficiency of Jesus, and saidill restin Him, and | did rest in Him. | was afraid

f lest it should be a passing emotion; but | fourat thpresence of Jesus was graciously
manifested to me in a way | knew not before, amadIttid abide in Him | do not want

2,10 rest in these emotions, but just to believe, tanding to Christ as my all." He was a
man of very reserved nature, but; felt it a dutg #re close of the Conference to
confess publicly his past shortcoming, and tesijfgnly to his having entered upon a

4 new and definite experience.

I
b In a paper written not long after this he pointed what the steps are leading to this
n(experienceFirst, a clear view of the possibilities of Christiartagiment—a life in
eword and action, habitually governed by the Spinitconstant communion with God,
e and continual victory over sin through abiding ihriSt. Then, the deliberate purpose
of the will for a full renunciation of all the idelof the flesh or spirit, and a will-
s surrender to Christ. And then this last and impurttep:We must look up to, aged
wait upon our ascended Lord for all that we needenable us to do this.

A careful perusal of this very brief statement \pilbve how everything centred here in
¢Christ. The surrender for a life of continual commin and victory is to be to Christ.
or The strength for that life is to be in Him and frétim, by faith in Him. Andthe power
Lito make the full surrender and rest in Hiras to be waited for from Him, alone.

'(In June 1875 the first Keswick Convention was hiddhe circular calling it, we read:
"Many are everywhere thirsting that they may beugta to enjoy more of the Divine
presence in their daily life, and a fuller manié&in of the Holy Spirit's power,

whether in subduing the lusts of the flesh, ornalding them to offer more effective



service to God. It is certainly God's will that Hikildren should be satisfied in regal
to these longings, and there are those who caifytéstt He has satisfied them, ar
does satisfy them with daily fresh manifestatioh$lis grace and power." The resul
of the very first Convention were most blessedthsa after its close he wrote: "The

rcJust think a moment what this means in connectiitin what He tells us of His life in
cthe Father. "As the Father hath life in Himself Hm® hath given to the Son to have life
t<in Himself* (John 5:28. "That all men should honour the Son, even ag tiemour the
eFather" (John 5:23 And yet this Son, who hath life in Himself evas the Father has,

is a very remarkable resemblance in the testimohiegve since received as to theimmediately addsJohn 5:3) "I can of mine own self doothing.” We should have

nature of the blessing obtained, vithe ability givento make a full surrender to th
Lord, and the consequent experience of an abidemcey far exceeding anythin
previously experienced." Through all the chief thioiy was Christ, first drawing an
enabling the soul to rest in Him, and then meeitimgth the fulfilment of its desire, the
abiding experience of His power to keep it in vigtover sin, and communion wit
God.

And what was the fruit of this new experience? Eigbkars later Canon Battersh
spoke; " It is now eight years since that | knevs tilessing as my own. | cannot s
that | have never for a moment ceased to trust¢he to keep me. But | can say that
long as | have trusted Him, He has kept me; Hebkas faithful."

Note E.—Chapter VIII
Nothing of Myself

ONE would think that no words could make it plaitiean the words of the Covenal
state it—that the one difference between Old and Methat in the latter everything i
to be done by God Himself. And yet believers aneneteachers do not take it in. An
even those who do, find it hard to live it out. Quliole being is so blinded to the try

relation to God, His inconceivable Omnipresent (putence working every moment

in us is so far beyond the reach of human conceptior little hearts cannot rise to tk
reality of His Infinite Love making itself one witls, and delighting to dwell in us, arn
to work all in us that has to be done there—thdtenmvwe think we have accepted t
truth, we find it is only a thought. We are suctasgers to the knowledge of what
GOD really is, as the actual life by which His dreas live.In Him we live and move
and have our being. And specially is the knowledfythe Triune God too high for ug
in that wonderful, most real, and most practicdWwelling, to make which possible th
Son became Incarnate, and the Holy Spirit was feetit into our hearts. Only the
who confess their ignorance, and wait very humbly persistently on our Blessed G¢
to teach us by His Holy Spirit what that all-worgimdwelling is, can hope to have
revealed to them.

It is not long since | had occasion, in preparingegies of Bible Lessons for ol

Students Association here, to make a study of iep€l of St. John, and of the life of

our Lord as set forth there. | cannot say how dekphhve been afresh impressed wi
that which | cannot but regard as the deepesttsettts life on earthHis dependence
on the Father.It has come to me like a new revelation. Someveéiimes and morg
He uses the wordot andnothing of Himself. Not My will. Not My words. Not My
honour.Not Mine own glory. | can doothing of Myself. | spealnot of Myself. | came
not of Myself. | donothing of Myself.

e thought that with this life in Himself He would hexthe power of independent action as
gthe Father has. But no. "The Son canndthing of Himself, but what He seeth the
0 Father do." The chief mark of this Divine life Hashin Himself is evidently unceasing
dependence, receiving from the Father, by the momémt He bad to speak or do.
n Nothing of Myselfis manifestly as true of Him as it ever could lheh® weakest or
most sinful man. The life of the Father dwelling @frist, and Christ in the Father,
meant that just as truly as when He was begotteéheoFather, He received Divine life
yand glory from Him, so the continuation of thaelfame only by an eternal process of
h\giving and receiving, as absolute as is the eteyaaération itself. The more closely we
s(study this truth, and Christ's life in the lightibfthe more we are compelled to say, the
deepest root of Christ's relationship to the Fattier true reason why He was so well-
pleasing, the secret of His glorifying the Fathveas this:He allowed God to do all in
Him. He only received and wrought out what God wroughtlim. His whole attitude
was that of the open ear, the servant spirit, thiellike dependence that waited for all
on God.

1lThe infinite importance of this truth in the Chidst life is easily felt. The life Christ

lived in the Father is the life He imparts to use \&te to abide in Him and He in us,
even asHe in the Father and the Father in Him. And if seeret of His abiding in the
Father be this unceasing self-abnegation—"I camatbing of Myself'—this life of
most entire and absolute dependence and waiting Gieal, must it not far more be the
dmost marked feature of our Christian life, thetfiand all-pervading disposition we
seek to maintain? In a little book of William Lawbkat has just been issued, (Dying to
_Self: A Golden Dialogue. By William Law. With Note¥he thought is worked out
“with exceeding power, and the lesson taught thatotily thing man can do for his
salvation is to deny and cease from himself, thad @Gay work in him.) he specially
insists upon this in his so striking repetitiontiogé call, if we would die to self in order
to have the birth of Divine love in our souls, toksdown in humility, meekness,
(patience, and resignation to God. | think that ne who at all enters into this advice,
it but will feel what new point is given to it by themembrance of how this entire self-

renunciation was not only one of the many virtuesthie character of Christ, but,

indeed, that first essential one without which Godld have wrought nothing in Him,
rthrough which God did work all.

[2)

c

m

m

H

[¢)

Let us make Christ's words our owhl can do nothing of Myself* Take it as the
keynote of a single day. Lookup and see the IEfi@bd waiting to do everything as
soon as we are ready to give up all to Him, anéivecall from Him. Bow down in
lowly worship, and wait for the Holy Spirit to wodome measure of the mind of Christ
in you. Do not be disconcerted if you do not lelim lesson at once: there is the God of
love waiting to do everything in him who is willingp be nothing. At moments the

l

teaching appears dangerous, at other times tewliffigult. The Blessed Son of God



teaches it us—this was His whole life: | can dohintg of Myself. He is our life; He
will work it in us. And when as the Lamb of God Hegets this His disposition in u
we shall be prepared for Him to rise on us andeshirus in His heavenly glory.

"Nothing of Myself"—that word spoken eighteen huediyears ago, coming out of th
inmost depths of the heart of the Son of God—igedsin which the power of th
eternal life is hidden. Take it straight from thesalt of Christ, and hide it in your hea
Meditate on it till it reveals the beauty of Hisvibie meekness and humility, an
explains how all the power and glory of God couldrkvin Him. Believe in it as

containing the very life and disposition which yoeed, and believe in Christ, who$

¥

Spirit dwells in the seed to make it true in yoegh, in single acts of self-emptying,
offer it to God as the one desire of your heartur@aipon God accepting them, a
meeting them with His grace, to make the acts inébits, and the habits int
dispositions. And you may depend upon it, theneoithing that will lift you so near td
God, nothing that will unite you closer to Chrisgthing that will prepare you for th
abiding presence and power of God working in yauthe death to self which is foun
in the simple word—NOTHING OF MYSELF.

This word is one of the keys to the New Covenarfe.LAs | believe that God is
actually to work all in me, | shall see that theeahing that is hindering me is, m
doing something of myself. As | am willing to leainom Christ by the Holy Spirit tog
say truly,Nothing of myself | shall have the true preparation to receiveGaltl has

engaged to work, and the power confidently to ekjted shall learn that the wholg

secret of the New Covenant is just one thing: GODRKS ALL! The seal of the
Covenant stands sure: "l the Lord have spokenNDAWILL DO IT."

Note F.—Chapter XVIII
The Whole Heart

LET me give the principal passages in which thedsdlthe whole heart," "all the
heart," are used. A careful study of them will shoew wholehearted love and servi
is what God has always asked, because He care iretly nature of things, ask nothin
less. The prayerful and believing acceptance ofwtwels will waken the assurance th
such wholehearted love and service is exactly flkesimg the New Covenant wag
meant to make possible. That assurance will prepsifer turning to the Omnipoteng
of God to work in us what may have hitherto apped&yond our reach.

Hear, first, God's word in Deuteronomy—

Deu 4:29 "If thou seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt finéhl if thou seek Himwith
all thy heart and all thy soul."

Deu 6:4, 5"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lora¢l ahou shaltove the Lord
thy Godwith all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and kwill thy might."

Deu 10:12 "What doth the Lord thy God require thiee butto fear the Lord thy God,
5, to walk in all His ways andto love Him and toserve Himwith all thy heart and all thy
soul.”

eDeu 11:13 "Hearken diligently unto My commandments, lovethe Lord your God,
e and toserve Himwith all your heart and all your soul."
t

dDeu 13:3"The Lord your God proveth you, whether lovethe Lord your God with all
your heart and all your soul."

m~
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Deu 26:16"Thou shalt thereforkeep these statutes and do thevith all thy heart and

R all thy soul.”

L, Deu 30:2 "Thou shalbbey His voicewith all thine heart and with all soul.”

o

Deu 30:6 "The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heaid,lovethe Lord thy God with
all thine heart and with all thy soul" (see al3eu 5:9, 10).

y Take these oft-repeated words as the expressi@odfs will concerning His people,
and concerning yourself; ask if you could wish iwegGod anything less. Take the last-
cited verse as the Divine promise of the New Corenghat He will circumcise, will
so cleanse the heart to love Him with a wholehddaee, that obedience is within your
reach; and say whether you will not vow afresh &efk this His first and great
commandment.

D

Listen to Joshualps 22:%: "Take diligent heetb lovethe Lord your God, and to walk
in all His ways, ando keepHis commandments, arid cleaveunto Him, ando serve
Him, with all your heart and with all your soul.”

h

s Listen to Samuell( Sam 12:20, 24 "Turn not aside from following the Lord, bseérve
cthe Lord with all your heart. Only fear the Lord, asdrve Himin truth with all your
a heart.”

1<

e Hear David repeating God's promise to SolonioKi(gs 2:4:

" If thy children take heed to their watg walk before Men truth with all their heart
and all their soul."

Hear God's word concerning Davitl Kings 14:8: "My servant Davidwho followed
Me with all his heart, to do that only which was tigh Mine eyes."

Hear Solomon in his temple prayérKings 8:48: "If they return to Theewith all their
heart and all their soul, bear Thou their prayer."




Listen to what is said of Jeh@ Kings 10:3): "The Lord said unto Jehu, Thou h3
done well in executing that which is right in Mieges.But Jehu took no heed walk
in the, law of the Lord with all his heart."

Of Josiah we read?(Kings 23:3, 2§ " The king and all the men of Judah madg
covenant with the Lordo walk after the Lord with all their heart and with all thei
soul, to perform the words of this covenant thatenritten in this book. There was n
king like him, thatturned to the Lordwith all his heart, and all his soul, and all h
might."

The words concerning Asa, hChron 15:12, 15~ve had as our text.
Of Jehoshaphat, men satiChron 22:% "He soughtthe Lord with all his heart."

And of Hezekiah it is written2( Chron 31:2): " In every work that he began, to se
his God, he did it with all his heart and prospetred

Oh that all would ask God to give them, by the H&8pirit, a simple vision of]
Himselfl—claiming, giving, accepting, blessing, idéting in, the love and service ¢
the whole heart—the sacrifice of the whole burrieing. Surely they would fall dowr
and join the ranks of those who have given it; agftise to think of anything a
religious life, or worship, or service, but thatwhich their whole heart went out t
God.

Turn to the Psalms. Hear Davidsa 9:1111:%; 138:1):

"l will praise Thee with my whole heart." And ind&s 119, the Psalm of the way of

blessedness: "Blessed who seek Him with the whedethwith my whole heart have
sought Thee. | shall keep Thy law, yea | shall olsdt with nay whole heart.
entreated Thy favour with my whole heart. | willegeThy precepts with my whol
heart. | cried with my whole heart." Praise andypraseeking God and keeping H
precepts; all equally with the whole heart.

Shall we not begin asking more earnestly than eaxenften as we see men engageq
their earthly pursuits in search of money, or pleasor fame, or power, with the
whole heatrt. Is this the spirit in which Christiasensider that God must be served?
this the spirit in which | serve Him® not this the one thing needful in our religich
Lord, reveal unto us Thy will!

Now, just a few words more from the Prophets altbhatnew time, the great chang
that can come into our lives.

Jer 24:7 "1 will give them an heartto know Me that | am the Lord; and they shall
My people and | will be their God; féhey shall return to Mewith their whole heart."

sJer 29:13"Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shallrsledor Me with all your
heart.And | will be found of you, saith the Lord

Jer 32:39-41—Let my reader not be weary of reading careftiigse Divine words:

2 they contain the secret, the seed, the living pater complete transition out of a life

I in the bondage of halfhearted service, to the gigriiberty of the children of God-"I

owill give them one heartthat they may fear Me for ever. And | will makea a

iseverlasting covenant with them, tHawill not turn away from them to do them good;
but I will put my fear in their heart, that theshall not departfrom Me. Yea, | will
rejoice over them to do them good, willy whole heart and My whole Solil

It is to be all God's doing. And He is to do it kvitlis whole heart and His whole soul.
It is the vision of this God with His whole heaoving us, longing and delighting to
fulfil His promise, and make us wholly His own, thae needThis vision makes it
alimpossible not to love Him with our whole heattord, open our eyes that we may see!

Joel 2:12"Therefore also now, saith the Lotdyn ye even to Ale with all your heart."

f Zeph 3:14, 15"Shout, 0 Israel; Be glad and rejoice with a# theart; the LORD hath
taken away thy judgments. He hath cast out thimengnthe king of Israel, the LORD,
L is in the midst of thee; thou shalt not see ewl aore.”

o
Now one word from our Lord Jesusldt 22:3%: "Jesus said, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart.” This is the first agoeat commandment. This is the sum of
that law He came to fulfil for us and in umme to enable us to fulfil"For what the
law could not do, in that it was weak through thesli, God, sending His own Son,
condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousnéske law might be fulfilled in us

| who walk after the Spirit."

h Praise God! this righteousness of the law—lovingl @dth all—the heart, for love is
icthe fulfilling of the law—this righteousness of tlaav is fulfilled in us, who walk after
the Spirit. Jesus came to make it possible. Hesgiis Spirit—the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus—to make it actual. Let us not feagite ourselves a whole burnt-
! offering, acceptable to God; loving Him with allrdueart and mind and strength.

r
[May | ask the reader just once again to perGsepter VI, on 'The Everlasting

Covenant' andChapter XVIIl., on 'Entering into the Covenant with the Whole Héart

And say then, if you leave never yet entered fintg this covenant of the whole heart,
whether you are not ready to do it now. God demafsl works, God is, oh, so

infinitely worthy of, the whole heart! Fear not @y He shall have it. You may

confidently count upon the blessed Lord JesusStimety of the Covenant, whose it is
to make it true in you by His Spirit, to enable youexercise the faith that knows that
God's power will work what He has promised. In N&me say: With my whole heart |

b do love Thee!
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